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“IT’S WORTH THE DRIVE TO ACTON”

SERVING
ACTON & AREA

FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
SPECIALS FROM: April 18th - May 2nd

SAT. - WED., 9 AM - 6 PM,THURS. & FRI. 9 AM -  8 PM
HWY. 7, 1 MILE WEST OF ACTON

519-853-0311 • (800)-387-4039• www.macmillans.ca

*CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL IN-STORE SPECIALS*

BBQ SEASON HAS ARRIVED…
“LEADBETTERS”

COWBOY STEAKS
10lb. Bag

$49.99
(MARINATED RIB STEAK)

APPROX. 16 STEAKS / BAG = $3.00 / STEAK
REGULAR $58.99/BAG

COMPANY’S COMING…

“READY TO BAKE”

8” - STRAWBERRY-RHUBARB PIES
★2 For

$5.99★
REGULAR $4.29 EACH
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The recent Ontario budget is the work of a
great comedic genius. 

The McGuinty Liberals tabled a budget they
say will be balanced a year from now. I’m not
sure why they believe that, given that in three
and a half years they have never been even
close to correct in their projections, altering
them eight times along the way. 

Of course the best comedians are able to
layer jokes upon jokes and Finance Minister
Greg Sorbara is no exception. Not only does he
project a balanced budget for this year but he
extends the projection to the next five years.
Now that’s funny. 

Remember this is the government that only
once, by accident, managed a balanced budget,
and that happened only after they raised your
taxes and predicted a multi-billion dollar
deficit. They can’t manage taxpayers’ money for
three months, let alone five years. 

Mr. Sorbara’s insistence reminds me of the
Black Knight in Monty Python and the Holy
Grail where the gruesome comedy comes from
the knight’s insane determination to keep fight-
ing even though he is so inept and is being dis-
membered a bit more with every blow. 

In fact only a $22 billion increase in provin-
cial revenues in the last four years has covered
a massive spending spree by the Liberals that
would embarrass even those proverbial drunk-
en sailors. Provincial revenues now top $91 bil-
lion, up from about $69 billion in 2003. 

With massive losses in manufacturing jobs
and a growth rate that is ranked last in Canada,
that revenue growth is in serious danger. 

Budgets are becoming a sad joke, in that they
are more and more political documents, rather
than the pure expression of the public finances.
The McGuinty Liberals didn’t start it but they
have taken the political budget to new heights. 

Projecting surpluses for five years, removing
social service pooling from GTA municipalities

over seven years, providing an escalating
Ontario Child Benefit over five years, etcetera,
etcetera; these are examples of a political direc-
tion. They do not constitute a serious explana-
tion of Ontario’s finances. 

This budget also sprays a few more dollars
into a large number of pots, spreading out the
largess in order to score political points.
However, there is no real plan for the spending,
save a plan to get re-elected. I do not believe tax-
payers’ money should be spent in this manner. 

Now, on a number of other issues such as
property tax reform, it is nice to see the
Liberals finally step up to address long-stand-
ing concerns, but time and again their response
in woefully inadequate. 

For example, a four year phase-in of property
tax assessment increases sounds good, but in an
expanding market, it really does little to protect
homeowners in any meaningful way. Uploading
GTA social service costs is a fix of a fix so its
effectiveness in reducing property taxes remains
to be seen. The question is, “Are you and your
family better off due to this budget?”

This budget is really a love letter to the left
from a Liberal government fearful after losing
four by-elections to the NDP. It is not a serious
document for taxpayers and while funny on the
surface it actually inspires a kind of nervous
humour among those people who are actually
paying the bills. 

—Ted Chudleigh is the MPP for Halton

Liberals’ budget nothing to laugh about

Ted
Chudleigh



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


