Liberals’ budget nothing to laugh about

The recent Ontario budget is the work of a
great comedic genius.

The McGuinty Liberals tabled a budget they
say will be balanced a year from now. 'm not
sure why they believe that, given that in three
and a half years they have never been even
close to correct in their projections, altering
them eight times along the way.

Of course the best comedians are able to
layer jokes upon jokes and Finance Minister
Greg Sorbara is no exception. Not only does he
project a balanced budget for this year but he
extends the projection to the next five years.
Now that’s funny.

Remember this is the government that only
once, by accident, managed a balanced budget,
and that happened only after they raised your
taxes and predicted a multi-billion dollar
deficit. They can’t manage taxpayers’ money for
three months, let alone five years.

Mr. Sorbara’s insistence reminds me of the
Black Knight in Monty Python and the Holy
Grail where the gruesome comedy comes from
the knight’s insane determination to keep fight-
ing even though he is so inept and is being dis-
membered a bit more with every blow.

In fact only a $22 billion increase in provin-
cial revenues in the last four years has covered
a massive spending spree by the Liberals that
would embarrass even those proverbial drunk-
en sailors. Provincial revenues now top $91 bil-
lion, up from about $69 billion in 2003.

With massive losses in manufacturing jobs
and a growth rate that is ranked last in Canada,
that revenue growth is in serious danger.

Budgets are becoming a sad joke, in that they
are more and more political documents, rather
than the pure expression of the public finances.
The McGuinty Liberals didn’t start it but they
have taken the political budget to new heights.

Projecting surpluses for five years, removing
social service pooling from GTA municipalities
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over seven years, providing an escalating
Ontario Child Benefit over five years, etcetera,
etcetera; these are examples of a political direc-
tion. They do not constitute a serious explana-
tion of Ontario’s finances.

This budget also sprays a few more dollars
into a large number of pots, spreading out the
largess in order to score political points.
However, there is no real plan for the spending,
save a plan to get re-elected. I do not believe tax-
payers’ money should be spent in this manner.

Now, on a number of other issues such as
property tax reform, it is nice to see the
Liberals finally step up to address long-stand-
ing concerns, but time and again their response
in woefully inadequate.

For example, a four year phase-in of property
tax assessment increases sounds good, but in an
expanding market, it really does little to protect
homeowners in any meaningful way. Uploading
GTA social service costs is a fix of a fix so its
effectiveness in reducing property taxes remains
to be seen. The question is, “Are you and your
family better off due to this budget?”

This budget is really a love letter to the left
from a Liberal government fearful after losing
four by-elections to the NDP. It is not a serious
document for taxpayers and while funny on the
surface it actually inspires a kind of nervous
humour among those people who are actually
paying the bills.

—Ted Chudleigh is the MPP for Halton
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SAT. -WED,, 9 AM - 6 PM, THURS. & FRI. 9 AM - 8 PM

HWY.7, | MILE WEST OF ACTON
519-853-0311 * (800)-387-4039° www.macmillans.ca

BBQ SEASON HAS ARRIVED...
“LEADBETTERS”

COWBOY STEAKS
10 Bag °49.99

(MARINATED RIB STEAK)

APPROX. 16 STEAKS / BAG = $3.00 / STEAK
REGULAR $58.99/BAG

COMPANY’S COMING...
“READY TO BAKE”

8" - STRAWBERRY-RHUBARB PIES
*2 For $5 099*

REGULAR $4.29 EACH

*CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL IN-STORE SPECIALS*
SENIORS 10% OFF EVERY WEDNESDAY (REG. PRICED MERCHANDISE)
GEORGETOWN SERVING
ACTON & AREA
comznrcm cacmmm  FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
“IT°S WORTH THE DRIVE TO ACTON”

METMILLAN'S
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SPECIALS FROM: April 18th - May 2nd

The Regional
Municipality of Halton

REQUEST FOR TENDER

Bid documents for the services listed below, addressed to the Manager of Purchasing, 1151 BRONTE

ROAD, OAKVILLE, ON L6M 3L1 will be received until 2:00 p.m. Oakville time on the specified closing
date. Bid documents can be seen or obtained through the Purchasing Division of the Corporate
Services Department, same address as above, telephone 905-825-6000, extension 7011. If long
distance charges apply, dial toll free 1-866-4HALTON (1-866-442-5866).

Documents will be available for pick up on and after Tuesday April 17, 2007. There is a non-
refundable deposit of $26.50 (includes GST). Bidders who request documents to be shipped from
the Purchasing Department must include a courier account number (the documents will be shipped
collect) and a handling fee of $10.60 (includes GST) for this service.

Please be advised that this particular bid document is also available for purchase and download from
the Region website at www.halton.ca/shop for a non-refundable deposit of $10.60 (includes GST).

Halton Hills ArtsWeek is back! Come explore
our incredible local arts scene. On May 4 to 6,
visit “Art in the Glen” with over 50 artists at various
locations in charming Glen Williams, on the banks of
the Credit River, just outside of Georgetown.

Enjoy exciting concerts and theatrical productions,
including the Rising Star Youth Concert, an Acoustic
Extravaganza concert, Globe’s musical “Oliver”,
comedy from Georgetown Little Theatre and concerts
by the Georgetown Bach Chorale and the Georgetown
Choral Society.

Get the details on our website:

Bids will be opened in public at 2:15 p.m. on the closing date specified in the Nelson Room at the
above address. Those submitting bids are invited to attend.

Under no circumstances will facsimile or late bids be accepted or considered.
Lowest or any bid not necessarily accepted.

Halton Region relies on this advertisement to provide public notice of this business opportunity and
is not obligated to notify any potential bidders in any other manner.
T-047-07
SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF VARIOUS LIGHT AND

MEDIUM DUTY TRUCKS / VEHICLES
CLOSING DATE: TUESDAY, MAY 01, 2007

A. Mindenhall, CPPO,
Manager of Purchasing Services

M. Scinocca, Acting Commissioner
Corporate Services

www.halton.ca/shop

1151 Bronte Road, Oakville, Ontario L6M 3L1
Tel: 905-825-6000 e Toll Free: 1-866-4HALTON e TTY: 905-827-9833  www.halton.ca

www.haltonhillsartsweek.ca
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