YOU AND YOUR PET
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Get a clean bill of health for birdie
Find a veterinarian with avian expertise

TRESA ERICKSON
Special to The IFP

Wings a-flutter and chirps galore. You
just love birds and you're ready to take the
plunge and buy one for yourself. As a new
bird owner, one of the first things you must
do is take your bird to a veterinarian for an
exam. Of course, this won't be just any old
exam.

Exams for birds differ consid-
erably from those for cats
and dogs. Whatever vet-
erinarian you choose
should be familiar with
birds and know what to
look for. Experts recommend you
find a veterinarian who is a mem-
ber of the Association of Avian
Veterinarians and schedule an
exam within three days of pur-
chasing your bird.

Before they conduct the actual
exam, the veterinarian will prob-
ably have some questions for you
regarding your bird's history.
They might want to know
where the bird was caged,
what it was fed and more
importantly, how much contact
it had with other birds.
Depending upon where you pur-
chased the bird, you may or may
not have answers. Just be honest
and do your best.

After the veterinarian has some
idea of the bird's history, they will

start the exam. The veterinarian will check
the body conformation, posture, attitude
and character of respiration of your bird
and mention any abnormalities they see in
its beak, cere,
ears, eyes,
feathers,
nares, oral
cavity,
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bones, muscles, abdomen, skin and vent.
They will also weigh your bird and monitor
its weight at every exam there afterwards.
The weight of adult birds should remain
fairly constant. Excessive weight gain or
loss could indicate a health problem.

Depending upon what they find, the vet-
erinarian may recommend tests after the
exam. Some of these include:

e Appraisal of droppings to detect the
presence of internal parasites or other dis-
eases
* Blood tests to detect the presence
of blood parasites, imbalances in
biochemical functions, organ
= dysfunction and any number of
diseases

e Chlamyophila test to detect the pres-
ence of psittacosis or parrot fever

e Radiographs to detect the presence
of fractures, foreign bodies or tumors, as
well as the size and relationship of inter-
nal organs, and the condition of the lungs
and sacs

e Tissue or fluid samples to detect the
presence of abnormal bacteria or yeast
growth

e Virus screening to detect certain viral
conditions

Birds are so different from cats and
dogs that many first-time owners don't
notice when they are not feeling well.
That's why it's important to schedule
annual exams for your bird with a profes-
sional who is experienced in spotting the
signs of aviary disease.

PET ME PLEASE

Dog Walking and Pet-Sitting
in Georgetown
“ fun filled outings for your dog

“ loving care for your new puppy

“ reliable in-home visits for your pets

“ housechecks for your peace of mind

“ certified in Pet First Aid

" puppy care discount

% bonded and insured

’F\ Silke Le Messurier

“\ﬁ 905-873-7149

oW silke@cogeco.ca
www.Krondorl.com/petmeplease

PET VALU®

Flea Season 1s here!

Are you and your pet ready?
Come by and see our specials.

372 Queen St. E.
Unit A3, Acton

519-853-9200

GLOBAL PET FOODS

Located in the
Georgetown Market Place

905-873-7086
Health food store for your pet

Numerous lines of
holistic pet foods.

Call or stop in for more info.

Canine Country Playground Studio Dog Tramning

presents

FUN & INNOVATIVE CLASSES
For All Levels ~ Classes Limited to 4 Dogs
ANNE COLACCI/head trainer

with twenty years experience

PRIVATE CONSULTATIONS
905-702-2671

9620 Wellington Rd. 42 (32nd Sideroad)
15 minutes from Georgetown

anne @ caninecountryplayground.com
¥ Training With Heart ¥

at

Dog Walking * Pampered Pet Sitting * Purrrfect Cat Care
905.273.3579 * inte@petfsaftiomeca

Gor People Wha Love Thein Pets
www beautituipets.com 909.102.9999
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www.petsathome.ca

PROFESSIONAL PET CARE SERVICES

Check out Lions
dog guides open
house Saturday

Lions Foundation of Canada Dog
Guides is hosting its annual spring
Open House on Saturday, April 14, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at its Oakville facility.

This family event is to raise funds
for and create awareness of the ser-
vices the Foundation provides to
Canadians with disabilities.

“These truly are amazing crea-
tures,” says Foundation executive
director Sandy Turney. “The Open
House is a great opportunity for the
public to learn about the
Foundation.”

The Foundation’s trainers will
showecase the skills of Dog Guides in
each of the three training programs.
There will also be tours of the facility,
a silent auction, and information
about how to volunteer at the
Foundation or foster a future Dog
Guide. All proceeds from the silent
auction go towards providing Dog
Guides to Canadians with medically
or physically limiting disabilities.

The Foundation runs three pro-
grams: Canine Vision Canada, pro-
viding assistance to people who are
blind or visually impaired; Hearing
Ear Dogs of Canada, training Dog
Guides for people who are deaf or
hard of hearing; and Special Skills
Dogs of Canada, providing Dog
Guides to Canadians with physically
or medically limiting disabilities. All
Dog Guides are provided at no cost
to the client. For details call 1-800-
768-3030.
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PET HOTEL & SPA
A unigue concept in Pet Boarding

» Professional Certified
Grooming for all Breeds
of Dogsand Cats

» Doggie Daycare
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Petsathome is an
insured and bonded
company!
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