Town slashes planning fees in effort
to attract more industrial development

CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

Future industrial developers in Halton Hills
will get a 50 per cent break on planning fees
that will cost taxpayers close to
$120,000.

Council unanimously approved a
revision to the planning fees at a recent
meeting.

“We are sadly lacking in industrial
development so anything we can do to
encourage more industrial develop-
ment in the industrial areas in our
town, the better off we are,” said Acton
Councillor Michael O’Leary. “The first
thing is we’ll get more new taxes and
that’s basically a forever situation.
Secondly, industrial development requires less
services— they don’t require parks or schools
or rinks, pools, community centres or libraries,
but the development charges they pay con-
tribute to all those.”

He said a revenue increase in development
charges would offset the taxpayers’ portion by
about $37,000.

Ward 2 Councillor Bryan Lewis called it a
“long-term investment for taxpayers,” while
Ward 4 Councillor John Duncan said, “we're
telling businesses we are here and we want
you.”

In 2007 the total revenue increase for indus-
trial, commercial and institutional is expected
to be about $237,250, but once the 50 per cent
fee reduction is implemented, taxpayers will
have to pick up $118,625.

Overall cost recovery of planning fees in
both the residential and ICI sectors would be at
about 82 per cent— the overall cost to the tax-
payer would be $146,625.
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The fee structure will be reviewed annually.

Mayor Rick Bonnette said the market is hot
and there has been a lot of enquiries, and the
Town has to be competitive. He pointed out
industrial taxes represent only 9 per cent of
total taxes, and “we have to look at any
other way to create opportunity to
increase assessment and jobs.”

The Town’s industrial areas will be
designated as Town Priority District
“where the establishment of new
industrial, commercial and office
development is a top corporate policy.”

There is no water capacity available
at this time in Acton to allow any
industrial developments. There is
capacity in the Georgetown industrial
area and in the 401 Corridor (which is
supplied by the Big Pipe).

(Cynthia Gamble can be reached at
cgamble@independentfreepress.com)

Kennedy here Apr. 12
for dinner and dialogue

The Wellington-Halton Hills Federal Liberal
Association will be holding an evening of din-
ner and dialogue with defeated Liberal leader-
ship candidate Gerard Kennedy on April 12, at
The Plantation Restaurant, 77 Market Street,
Georgetown.

Kennedy, who lost the Liberal leadership to
Stephané Dion last year, is seeking the Liberal
nomination for the Toronto riding of Parkdale-
High Park.

Cocktails will begin at 6 p.m. followed by
dinner at 7 p.m. Tickets are $75 per person.

For tickets please contact: Dennis McLay,
905-877-2948 or Carol Lawson, 905-877-3753.
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LAST DAY TO SAVE...

on our Huge Easter Promotion

SAT.

APRIL 7™, 2007

* New High Efficiencies
*13 - 15 SEER

* Single Stage or 2 Stage
* New R410A Refrigerant

Call Today and
PAY

NO TAXES

PLUS RECEIVE
~ FREE Heavy Duty
Winter Cover
~ Don’t pay until July/07
~ Prompt Installation

~ 10 Year Parts Warranty
UP TO

plus
Fye“’e 875
in Government Rebates
* Up to 96% Efficiency
*Variable DC Blower Motor
* Extremely Quiet Operation 3 9IC

aed;
L 6 nancial Call for promotion details. 3 Years in a Row " ‘

“ APPLEBY SYSTEMS 905.877-8990

Fireplace, Heating & Air Conditioning Sales & Service
Hours: Monday - Friday 9-5; Saturday 11-4; Appointments available after hours upon request

CHOICE

118 Guelph St. Georgetown (at Maple)

Spring Sesswn

(by phone or in person)
36 Armstrong * 905-703-0454

?
“ Breathing new life into every moment.”

905-703-0454

* Reiki Sessions

+ Basic Yoga for beginners

* Gentle Yoga - all levels

* Conscious Yoga - all levels

OPEN HOUSE

Easter Saturday:
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Come on out and
see the New Studio,
meet Denis and enjoy
some light refreshments.

entfreepress.com

A

Denls 7Karda

Registered Yoga Teacher
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Winner of the March 2007 Best Update Award from Runner’s World Magazine,the New
Supernova Cushion 6 is a milestone in the Supernova era. To find the Supernova Cushion
or other adidas running products, visit a Running Specialty retailer near you.
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FEET IN MOTION - GEORGETOWN
72 Main St. South, ON

(905) 877.3201

Available at:

registered with Canadian Reiki Assoc.

Classes available
in 45/60/75 minutes

* Yoga for busy people
* Power Yoga
* Gentle-Nite Yoga

Personal attention to all Offering flexibility
students any level Ask about our “10 Class Pass”

36 ARMSTRONG AVE, located within and

Co-ordinating class times with Halton Hills Gymnastic Centre

www.ii
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