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BRIDAL CORNER

Plan an adults-only wedding

but exclude the children with wﬁ

TRESA ERICKSON
Special to The IFP

You recently got engaged, and as the wedding plan-
ning gets under way, your first tasks are to secure a loca-
tion and make a guest list. One of the questions that may
pop up as you are making your guest list is whether to
invite children. While some brides and grooms invite
children to their wedding, others prefer not to. They may
feel their wedding will occur too late in the evening for
young guests to attend or they may not have enough in
their budget to make the necessary accommodations for
young guests, such as baby-sitters, entertainment and
special meals.

Excluding children from the guest list is not always a
popular decision, so should you go this route, make cer-
tain you handle the matter with care. Discuss your deci-
sion with close family members as soon as possible and
find someone on both sides who will field all questions
on your behalf. You don't want to be inundated with
phone calls when the invitations go out while you are
trying to plan the rest of your wedding.

Next, make sure you word your invitations so that
guests understand that children are not invited to your
wedding. Usually, one line on the bottom of the invita-
tions is all that is needed.

Suggestions for wording include:

e "Due to the formality of the event, the bride and
groom request that adults 18 and older only attend the
ceremony and reception."

¢ "The bride and groom respectfully request that indi-
viduals 18 and under do not attend the wedding or recep-

tion."

e "The bride and groom respectfully request that only

those specified on the invitation
attend the wedding and reception."

To ensure there are no misunder-
standings regarding your decision,
you should reaffirm the number of
people you are inviting to your wed-
ding on the RSVP card and address
the envelopes for both the invitation
and the RSVP card only to those who are invit-
ed. If inviting three adults in a family of six, for example,
you should ask on the RSVP card how many of the three
will be attending and address the envelopes to just those
three adults rather than the Smith family, which implies
everyone in the family is invited.

For guests who have children, you might even want to
include a list of area babysitting services. Not only will
this illustrate your wishes further, but it may make it eas-
ier for guests to find someone to care for their children
while they attend your wedding. For your guests' conve-
nience, you may even want to arrange for an onsite
babysitter. That way, guests can simply drop off their
children at the designated area and pick them up
when they are ready to leave the reception.
Depending upon your budget, you can either pay the
onsite babysitter or leave that to guests.

To reduce the risk of hard feelings, you may want to
send a small gift to children whose parents have been
invited to your wedding. Crayons and coloring books or
small toys will ensure children, as well as their parents,
that you have not forgotten them.

Even with gestures such as a crayons and a coloring
book, some guests may be offended by your decision not
to invite children and contact you about the matter. Be
honest with them. If you think that your wedding will
bore young guests and can't afford to provide entertain-

ment
for them, say so.
For guests who
leave you messages
regarding the matter or
want to discuss it further, don't
be afraid to refer them to the
family members you appointed
to handle all questions for you.
As a somewhat objective third
party, they may be more suc-
cessful in explaining the matter
than you.

For many couples, making

the decision to exclude children

from the guest list for their wed-

ding is easy. Informing guests of

their decision is not. Approach the matter with tact and

be prepared for some resistance. Not everyone will

understand or accept your decision, and some in fact may

choose not to attend your wedding. Try not to let that
bother you.

Remember, it is your wedding, so stand your ground
and be firm.

Yo Place to

Colobrats!

Make your next celebration a special one by hosting

it at the Gellert Community Centre!
Nestled in a beautiful parkland setting, the Gellert
Community Centre offers a wide range of rooms

and amenities, inside and out, to suit every need

and occasion. Whether you are planning a bridal @
shower, stag and doe or a wedding reception, the 3
Gellert Community Centre is just the right place for <
your event.

Our professional Event Planner is available to help ! A
you with all the details and planning to ensure your “’f&y\; - /
event is a success. % .

-

A serving kitchen is also available for catered
events.

Pacility & Services

Rooms that can accomodate 12-200 people

Kinsmen Hall

Rotary Boardroom

3 Landscaped Fraser Courtyard

- Multi-Purpose Room

g Kitchen facilities

Bar Service - Z

Set-up & take down service e
Audio visual equipment & on-site support

Plan to celebrate at the Gellert!

For more information call:

905.873.2601 ext. 2707

Gellert Community Centre

10241 Eighth Line

Halton Hills (Georgetown), ON L7G 4S5

'GELLERT

COMMUNITY CENTRE
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Beautiful banks of the Credit River.

Our hall is available for receptions
for up to 125 guests.

Please call us today:

st.Alban
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Anglican Church

The Rev. Grahame Stap LTH, Pastor

Welcomes you to our warm & friendly location on the

(905) 877-8323

WT & GST Halton & Peel’s Best Kept Secret! e
Our picturesque grounds with lush greeneryand | #1}
winding walkway are perfect for your private S
ceremonies and photo opportunities. Set in an
inspiring background just minutes from town
the Rotary Glen Banquet Hall boasts a stone
fireplace as you enter the foyer, a spiraling oak
staircase and sunken dining area for your
perfect reception.

Our professional and knowledgeable staff are
always there to accommodate any request.

on
Full Wedding

We are the place to celebrate new beginnings,

catch up with friends and family, or facilitate
professional seminars to colleagues, Weare fully
wheelchair accessible. We will create a romantic

and memorable day for you and your guesis!

HALTON REGION MUSEUM

The Warmth and Ambience
of a 19th Century Setting

walls.

o Nr

fresh-air events.

ALTO

\JREGION
MUSEUM

Located in Kelso Conservation Area in Milton

Charming historic venue at the

3 foot of the Niagara Escarpment.
Featuring wood-burning fireplace,
hand-hewn beams and fieldstone

Accommodates up to 100 for
dinner or 120 for cocktail
receptions. Patio and picturesque
grounds for ceremonies and other

Modern amenities including full
service catering, air-conditioning,
i wheelchair access and free

S parking. A scenic setting during
any season of the year.

905-875-2200 ext. 23 * 1-866-4HALTON (1-866-442-5866) ext.7935/23 ® www.halton.ca/museum

Weddings, Family G:

Gathering Exceptional Wedding Pacl
Business, Trainings, Seminags,  The Rotary Glen Banquet Hall s available for all s
Christmas

& Retirement Parties  of your evens. January
www.rotaryglen.ca /905.873.2277 through April
1857 QUEEN STREET WEST (Just east of Mississauga Road) 100/0 Off

C@eleobrate youn special
daydaww/wﬂw.

J/weml' ﬁa[wla/deaag
call @mya&
905-877-0501, ext. 257.
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