Sorry, we don’t read minds

I just returned from a morning of shooting
around town.

While I was out, I received a call on my cell
phone from editor John McGhie, informing me
of a situation he wanted me to cover before I
returned to the office.

“A lady called in to tell us about a protest
the dairy farmers are holding at Neilson's,” he
said, “Have you heard anything about that?”

Being a member of the farming community
myself, I do often have an ear to the ground
that picks up on issues like that.

“Nope, haven’t heard a thing,” T replied.

John went on to say how the lady who
called was annoyed with the newspaper, as the
farmers had been protesting for four days, yet
we hadn’t bothered to cover their event.

“She said, ‘You have reporters and photogra-
phers available to cover a fatal accident, yet
can’t be bothered covering the dairy farmers’.”

John replied, “No one from the dairy farm-
ers or even the public had called in to inform
us of the protest.”

She then said, “This is the public calling in
now,” and admitted she was a dairy farmer.

“Okay,” said John, “I can send Ted out.
What is your name and number so we can
make contact with you.”

“I'm remaining anonymous,” she said.

With the very best intentions, I headed over
to Neilson’s, and after checking out both
entrances to the Georgetown plant, I found not
one farmer protesting.

And that annoyed me to no end.

I'm one of the first people to try to build
awareness of the plight of farmers in Ontario,
and having my own deep roots in the farm
community, I feel a certain connection with
those people.

What infuriates me is the fact that we have
people like this ‘anonymous caller” who calls in
to bitch and complain about the lack of cover-
age, yet never took the initiative to inform us

that the event was even taking place.

Sorry folks, but the batteries in our ESP
mind readers have gone flat...

And when that same someone has the
audacity to call in and rip a strip off us because
we covered an accident that resulted in the
deaths of two people, yet didn’t drop by the
protest (that we hadn’t even been informed of)
then I get downright angry.

To top it off, when that same caller doesn’t
even have the guts to give a name or number—
well, my sympathy level drops significantly.

I have told people more times than I choose
to remember— I'd much rather hear about
something twice, than not at all. That way, 1
can at least do something about covering it.

And if you haven’t called in and talked to
any one of the five editorial people who work
at The Independent & Free Press to tell them
about the event, then you don’t have the right
to jump on an editor because we haven’t cov-
ered your story.

I put my name on this column every week,
and sometimes I say things here that annoy my
readers. And sometimes they call me on it.

But I still put my name on it.

If this caller doesn’t have the guts to give
out her name, then I can only say one thing.

Her event doesn’t mean much to her— so
why should it mean anything to me?

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)
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North America’s Largest
Consumer Golf Show!

Over 200,000 square feet of merchandise, courses and golf travel destinations!

Toronto’s First Golf Swap!

Bring your used clubs to the Nevada Bob's Retail Pavilion and receive

120% of the value in Nevada Bolb's dollars.

¥ Exclusive Engagement - Star Coach Hank Haney
1day only - Saturday March 10 - Get swing tips from Hank Haney, the ESPN
Golf Schools Dean of Instruction whose clients earned 10 PGA Tour wins in2006.

Ongoing Demos at our stage by Canadian PGA Professionals

PE.l. Golf Getaway Deals

Exclusive “SHOW ONLY"” specials featuring packages to some of the provinces’
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Visit the

Play Golf Ontario Pavillion

5,000

Rounds of Free
Ontario Golf!

(*some conditions apply)

March 9-11, 2007

Metro Toronto Convention Centre
North Building

rta nlfshow.com

FREE! &% %

Visit the Pizza Pizza Putting Zone,
FREE clubs for the first 200 children daily!

Celebrity Best Drive
Charity Challenge

Tee-off against Toronto's sports and
media celebrities all weekend in support
of Toronto charities.

HugeIndoor Range
Test the new clubs on over 26 driving
stations at the Buick Driving Range!

Admission:
Adults $15. Kids under 12 FREE with adult.

Twilight Golfers
50+ Golfers get in for $10 from 2 p.m. each day.

premier golf destinations. Prices starting from $549. Visit Golf PE.l. at the show!

Free Golf Balls!
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Sleeve of golf balls to the
first 500 attendees daily!

Show Hours:
Friday: 12 - 8, Saturday: 10 - 6
Sunday: 10-5

More Exhibit Info:
905-337-5556
www.torontogolfshow.com
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2000 HONDA ACCORD EX

Auto, air, loaded.

The War AmPs

Many members of The War Amps
CHAMP Program for child amputees
have lost limbs in accidents.
Through the PLAYSAFE Program,
Champs teach other children: “Spot
the danger before you play!”

$9,849 .

$116 BI-WEEKLY

*Based on 48 mths. @ 7.9% with $1400 down. 0.A.C.

When you use your key tags, you
support War Amps programs —
like CHAMP and PLAYSAFE.
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AND YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
Public Meeting 1 - NEW DATE!
Cedarvale Park - Mountainview Rd.
Thursday March 29, 2007 @ 6:30pm
Council Chambers, 1 Halton Hills Drive

QUESTIONS?
Contact Warren Harris, Manager of Parks and Open Space

warrenh@haltonhills.ca - (905) 873-2601 x 2274
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CAA MEMBERS

Book a European Coach Tour
and you'll get $200 per couple'

$100 Canadian funds per person CAA Visa TravelMoney* Card to spend while on your tour"

GLOBUS AND COSMOS

Excellence in European Vacations

As a worldwide leader in escorted travel, we offer more meaningful and more distinctive vacation packages
than you'll find anywhere else! From biblical shrines, to historical castles and the grandeur of European
panoramas... every journey will be unforgettable. Each tour provides the highest-rated accommodations and
outstanding guides who will give you insights beyond what you read in books. As a group or an individual looking
for a personal adventure, experience the difference with the Globus Family of Brands now.

Visit your local CAA Travel Store to book today!

TRAVEL

COSMOS.

Turning travel dreams into reality

GLOBUS.

Every journey tells a story*

+ Some conditions apply. Book between January 20 — Apri 15, 2007 for travelin 2007 on a tour 10 days or longer
*Vis Int}Citizens Bank of Canada and CAA, Licensed Users. Another travel money product may be substituted at time of purchase,

Ont. Reg. #50014517 CAA South Central Ontario 60 Commerce Valley Drive East Thornhill ON L3T 7P9. —I— | C O "

CAA and CAA logo trademark owned by and use is granted by the Canadian Automobile Association.  —

1-800-992-8143 | www.caatravel.com
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