Recycling firm eyes Todd Road
for transformer recycling site

CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

A Brampton firm that recycles oil-
filled electrical transformers is hoping
to set up shop on Todd Road in
Georgetown.

Green-Port Environmental Mana-
gers Ltd. (GPE) has applied for a
Ministry of Environment provisional
certificate of approval for a waste dis-
posal site to be located at 64 Todd Rd.

GPE wants to build a 8,400 sq. ft.
building to allow for the dismantling
and recycling of parts from transform-
ers with less than (<) 50 parts per mil-
lion (ppm) of PCBs (poly-chlorinated
biphenyls) at a maximum rate of 100
tonnes per day and the maximum
amount of material to be stored on site
will not exceed 200 tonnes on any
given day.

Peter Wallace, GPE’s vice-president
of marketing and development, said
it's a misnomer to call it a “waste dis-
posal site”, calling it more of a reverse
manufacturing process— taking a
transformer and breaking it down to its
precious commodity parts— oil,
cables, wires, metals, etc, and recycling
those parts back into the market. The
oil, for example, is highly valuable and
is salvaged and reused as industrial
lubricant. He said the actual waste gen-
erated is minimal (only three to five
per cent), and that it is tested before it's
sent to a secure landfill.

This proposal is for non-hazardous
materials only— Environment Canada
considers <50 ppm PCBs to be non-
hazardous— and Wallace said there is
no intention in the future to handle
hazardous materials.

In a presentation to Town council,
GPE’s vice-president of operations
Marc Mittleman said 75 to 80 per cent
of all oil-filled transformers are <2
ppm.

The Ministry of the Environment is
reviewing the proposal, and recently
sent a letter to the Town of Halton
Hills setting today (Friday) as the
deadline today for comments.
Municipalities or affected members of
the public have the right to request a
public hearing, but must have valid
reasons and supporting technical justi-
fication, according to the MOE letter.

In a split vote, Halton Hills council
voted to defer its objection to the plan,
and instead will ask the ministry for

more time to review the merits of the
proposal.

Originally, Acton Councillor Mike
O’Leary had tabled a notice of motion
to state the Town’s objection to the
proposal, and to request a public hear-
ing after Town staff and the Town
Environmental Advisory Committee
(TEAC) had a chance to look over a
site plan.

“These are transformers that have
around 50 parts/million (ppm) of PCBs
and I think before even before a site
plan application
comes in, we
should start mak-
ing arrangements
for a public hear-
ing on this mat-
ter,” he said at a
previous meet-

ing. “I don’t

think this is ¢
something that’s MIKE
going to be O’LEARY

accepted quickly
by the Town of
Halton Hills.”

“We understand the community’s
concerns about the health risks,” said
Mittleman. “But there will be no risk or
adverse effects to the community. We
will not be bringing to this facility
PCB-contaminated equipment. The
application to the ministry is explicit in
that regard. Our business will be a
complement to the industrial park. We
aim to make our neighbours our
clients.”

“Will there be any danger to the
people living in this community or
workers working in the vicinity,”
asked Ward 3 Councillor Moya
Johnson again.

“No, none whatsoever,”
Mittleman.

He said if there was a spill within
the building, the newly constructed
plant will be built on a spill container
(a large cement recessed block with
six-inch curbs around the sides, with
no drainage holes), and inside the
plant, the dismantling process would
also be done within spill containers. If
there is a spill, it'll be about 20-30 gal-
lons. “So you're not looking at a large
spill,” said Wallace.

“If there is a spill, there will be no
place for it to go. There’s spill contain-
ment with the spill containment in that
building,” said Wallace.

said

The company’s goal is to recycle as
much as they can from the transform-
ers— about 2,000 to 3,000 transform-
ers a year.

Wallace said the company hopes to
submit a site plan to the Town by the
end of March and to have the building
ready for occupancy by September.
The building will be secured with fenc-
ing and lighting, and there will be very
little outside storage.

Mittleman said the company does
not expect to generate a lot of truck
traffic and transportation of the trans-
formers will be done with spill contain-
ment vehicles.

GPE chose Halton Hills for its new
location due to its low industrial land
cost, and its proximity to its clientele—
mainly utilities companies.

But O’Leary continued to press for
his motion citing the lack of informa-
tion and the compressed timeline to
comment.

“My intent is not to discourage any
business from moving into town... I
think we owe it to our citizens to slow
the process down,” he said.

All council members were agreed
they wanted comments from Town
staff including the fire department,
engineering, TEAC and Halton Hills
Hydro, but differed whether to send
the MOE a resolution objecting to the
proposal now and requesting a public
hearing or to simply ask for a delay.

Johnson called O’Leary’s resolution
“a bit reactionary”.

In a 6-5 vote, council voted to have
Mayor Rick Bonnette send a letter to
the MOE requesting more time to
review the proposal— and in particular
the site plan— and to send comments
later after a staff report is prepared.

According to Green-Port’s website,
www.green-port.com, the company
began operations in 1995 based in
Brampton as a full-service PCB site
management group and has recycled,
transported and disposed of more than
8 million kg of PCB waste for perma-
nent destruction with incidents or
spills.

The company in that time has also
expanded to offer a variety of other
recycling initiatives including: above
and below ground tank removals;
propane cannister disposal; asbestos
and mold abatement; tire recycling and
disposal and disposal of hazardous and
non-hazardous waste liquids or solids.

The War AmPs

Many members of The War Amps
CHAMP Program for child amputees
have lost limbs in accidents.
Through the PLAYSAFE Program,
Champs teach other children: “Spot
the danger before you play!”

When you use your key tags, you
support War Amps programs —
like CHAMP and PLAYSAFE.

To order your 2001 key tags, a Spot the
Danger! video, or the new PLAYSAFE
Interactlve CD-Rom, visit our Web site

m T www.waramps.ca @

p:
or caII 1-800-250-3030.

Charitable Registration Number:
13196 9628 RROOOI
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Dr. Seegobin Vein & Laser Clinic
99 Sinclair Ave #202, Georgetown 905-702-9988
Dr. France Abdel-Malek, family physician, now accepts new patients 905-877-9998
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2006 KIA SORENTO LX 4X4
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$169 BI-WEEKLY

*Based on 84 mths. @ 7.9% with $3000 down. 0.A.C.

Stick with yoor high
blood pressore treatment,
of you may be in for
a wasty furprise,

» | Canadian Coal for High Blood | «
» || Pressure Prevention and Control | «
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Sat. March 17"

at the

Georgetown Lion's

Club Hall

(Mill St., behind Georgetown Memorial Arena)
7:30 pm - 1:00 am
Door Priges, Leaf Tickets,

Games, DI Atiae

$10.00 ea.

Teckets avadilable at the door

Canadian Food
Inspection Agency

L

from Canada.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW REGULATIONS FOR
HANDLING, TRANSPORTING
AND DISPOSING OF CATTLE
CARCASSES AND TISSUES

The Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA) is enhancing regu-
lations to help eliminate bovine
spongiform encephalopathy
(BSE), or mad cow disease,

Beginning July 12, 2007, there are
new requirements for cattle producers;
slaughterhouses; feed, pet food and
fertilizer manufacturers; waste manage-
ment facilities and others who handle,
transport or dispose of cattle remains.

Everyone involved must be prepared.

Visit www.inspection.gc.ca/bse or call
1-800-442-2342 to learn more.

Canadi

Agence canadienne
d’inspection des aliments

KIDS GET ARTHRITIS TO0O.

THE

Ontario Division

Please help us find the

ARTHRITIS ’ cure! To donate, or for
SOCIETY more information, call

1-800-321-1433
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