
OPINION
Monday’s horrific accident on Trafalgar Road

serves as a stark reminder that tragedy can strike any-
where, anytime and without warning.

What began as a typically cold late winter morning,
turned into a day of despair for several families and
undoubtedly changed the lives of many in an instant.

In very short order gusting winds and snow
turned a short stretch of Trafalgar Road, between 5
Sideroad and 10 Sideroad, into a treacherous piece of
roadway, catching drivers off-guard and starting a
chain of events that would end in the deaths of two
people and seriously injuring a third.

When a minivan, carrying a woman and her
young daughter, left the road and landed in the east
ditch Richard Pyman, of Ballinafad, and Elyse
Schultz, of Acton did what we hope most people
would do— they attempted to lend aid to the driver
of the minivan.

According to police reports, Pyman, Schultz, a
police officer and other citizens helped the pair
escape their overturned minivan, and ushered them
to the back of a police cruiser. Seconds later, as
Pyman, Schulz, a Fonthill woman, another man and
the officer stood behind the cruiser, the driver of a
Ford Focus, unaware of the havoc ahead, struck
three of the citizens, killing Pyman and Schultz and
seriously injuring the Fonthill woman.

This was a tragedy for all involved.
We wonder how, if at all, this accident could have

been avoided. Conditions further south on Trafalgar
Road were much better at the time of the accident.
Drivers heading into the stretch between 5 Sideroad
and 10 Sideroad, literally drove into a blizzard, not
knowing how bad the conditions were until there
was no turning back.

One driver, heading south, narrowly avoided hitting
a police cruiser which had blocked off Trafalgar Road at
10 Sideroad and wound up stuck on a metre-high
snowbank— just yards from our photographer’s vehicle.

While we urge all drivers to use extra caution in
winter conditions we can’t but think that sometimes,
accidents simply happen. That, however, is little
solace to those who must now deal with the after-
effects of this tragedy.

Roadside tragedy
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor,
I would like to thank Bill and

Karen Gerrie for their recent letter
regarding litterbugs at work in the
countryside. 

The thoughtlessness of so many
drivers is difficult to understand. It
seems to be an epidemic and many of
us are grateful for the snow that is
now masking the ugly accumulation
in the ditches.

The Town Litter Free Committee
was created to address this situation.
We encourage everyone to take pride
in our community and keep garbage
in your car until you can dispose of it
in a proper manner. The anti-litter
signage that the Gerries mentioned is
one of several initiatives of this com-
mittee. 

Thanks to the Gerries also for par-
ticipating in the annual spring clean
up. Plans are now under way to
make the 2007 spring Clean Up
Events larger and more successful
than  ever before. Letters have just

been sent from the Litter Free Halton
Hills Committee to  community
groups and leaders asking for assis-
tance. This year we hope to have
groups and individuals take a leader-
ship role for each of our litter
hotspots. We will publish this infor-
mation in advance so that everyone
can join in at any of our locations
and know that a leader is there with
bags and gloves. 

The 20 Minute Makeover that tar-
gets businesses and schools is set for
Friday April 20th and the
Community Wide Clean Up is sched-

uled for Saturday April 21 with a rain
date of April 28. We hope that all
participants will register with the
town well in advance to assist us in
the organization of these events and
for the collection of the litter at the
end of the day. 

Any group or individual wishing
to participate is asked to call the
Town Works Department for further
information at 905-873-2601, ext.
2610.

Jane Fogal, Chair
Litter Free Halton Hills Task Force 

Litter-Free group gearing up for busy year
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Dear editor,
Did Garth Turner not go to the

Liberals because he said Stephen
Harper controlled his caucus too
much?  Liberal  leader Stephané
Dion is now saying “vote my way on
the anti-terrorism measures or I
won’t sign your nomination papers”  

Sounds like controlling your cau-
cus to me!

Don Sargent, Caledon

Was Turner fooled?

Dear editor,
I wanted to send this letter to

thank two young men at the Mold-
Masters SportsPlex—Mike Brown
and Scott Beedham.

During the crazy drop off and
pick up for hockey practice I jumped
out of my car to help my son put his
hockey bag in the trunk. There were
cars waiting behind me so I was try-
ing to hurry. Not until a few hours
later did I realize that I lost my cell
phone. I called the arena and they
did not have it in their lost and
found, so my husband and I drove
over and looked around to no avail.  

My husband went inside the arena
and asked around, in the meantime
he kept calling my cell number from
his while he was there. The final
time he tried someone picked up. I’m
not sure which boy— the two work

at the arena and call themselves
“arena rink rats”. They had enough
sense to take out the “sim” card from
my phone and put it in their phone.
They told my husband they were just
about to call the “home” number.  

Well, they met up and my hus-
band got my crushed phone (which
must have been run over by the car
behind me after I went to the trunk),
but luckily the sim card still worked
and these two young men were kind
enough to keep it and follow up.

Funny part is I was worried
because I use this phone for business
and of course as we all know our
phones are like a lifelines.  

So a great big thanks goes out to
these guys.  I love it when young
people do great things as I know so
often they get a bad rap.

Christine Conte, Georgetown

Youths thanked for returning phone

6 Independent & Free Press, Wednesday, March 7, 2007 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


