You can’t really ‘hate’ winter

The Sidekick was grumblin’ the other day.

“Gawd Ted, I just hate winter,” she said, her
teeth chattering, “I'm constantly freezing.”

I pointed out to The Sidekick that the word
‘hate’ was mighty strong— perhaps she wanted
to re-think that statement.

“Besides, how could anyone ‘hate’ winter,
particularly one like this year, when we’ve been
so spoiled?” I went on, “Geez, we've only really
had ‘winter’ during February, and it’s the short-
est month of the year.

“November was a carry-over of the fall,
December had almost a spring-like feel, and
January wasn’t much different.”

As she hugged her mug of tea trying to draw
the last little smidgen of warmth from it, I
could see she was putting forth a Herculean
effort to refrain from rolling her eyes.

“Nope, I'm stickin’ to my guns,” she said
after some thought, “I can honestly say that I
HATE winter, and that’s final.”

“But we've been totally spoiled by this year’s
excuse for winter,” I reiterated, “Gawd, I've
only had to clear the snow from the driveway
three or four times, and it was all in the past
three weeks.”

She wasn’t budging on this discussion.

“How about you say ‘I dislike winter’ or Tm
not fond of winter’ or something less ‘hateful’?”
I continued, “Hate’ is such a nasty word, the
source of all the wrongs in the world, the
beginning of all the wars, and the cause of so
much stress and dissention. Maybe you could
say something like Tm not really too fond of
winter, but it can be a pretty time of the year?
That would be much more sensitive.”

Now The Sidekick ain’t exactly alone in her
feelings toward the bleak season.

Virtually every day I talk to someone who
has either just returned from some warm
southern location, usually with white sand
beaches, or is in the midst of packing to head
for one in the not too distant future.

Even some of my daughters have more than
a few times headed to the Caribbean for a week
of rest and relaxation, while being spoiled with
exotic food, drinks, warm sunshine and being
waited on, hand and foot.

You know, I have nothing against anyone
taking a winter vacation to somewhere warm,
and I can honestly say I have had moments
when I've thought about doing it myself.

But it wouldn’t be cuz I ‘hate’ winter— more
because I could use a change, a rest from the
hustle-bustle of my workplace, or the regular
chores that crop up around the farm.

As 1 finished trying to convince The
Sidekick she was being a bit harsh about win-
ter, it was time for me to leave.

I fastened the velcro on my Columbia winter
jacket, after having struggled into my snow
boots and wrapped my scarf around my neck, I
looked around for my gloves, before heading
out to the white wonderland outside.

“You sure you're dressed warm enough
Ted?” The Sidekick said with a little sarcasm,
“You don’t hate winter, so I'd have thought
you'd be in your glory going outside.”

“Oh no, I don’t hate winter,” I said cheerful-
ly, in my happiest, sunshiny voice, “It's kinda
pretty out there— so clean and fresh looking
with that freshly fallen blanket of snow.

“It’s just the freakin’ cold that I hate...”

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)

Public Meeting 1

Cedarvale Park - Mountainview Rd.
Thursday March 1, 2007 @ 6:30pm
Council Chambers

1 Halton Hills Drive
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HUNGRY HOLLOW

AND YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
Public Meeting 2

Mountainview Road - Willow Park
Tuesday April 3, 2007 @ 6:30pm
Council Chambers
1 Halton Hills Drive

Staff will provide an overview of the Hungry Hollow Ravine Management
Plan and how area residents can become involved. Residents are also
invited to provide comments on pedestrian accessways to Hungry Hollow.

Pedestrian Accessways Under Review: — o ——

QUESTIONS?
Contact Warren Harris, Manager of Parks and Open Space
warrenh@haltonhills.ca - (905) 873-2601 x 2274
For more information, copies of the Hungry Hollow Management Plan are available
at the Library, online @ www.haltonhills.ca/Rec_Studies Documents.asp
or for purchase from the Recreation and Parks Department at a cost of $28

() SUMMIT LANE
(2) METCALFE CT.
(3) REGAN CRES.
() FLAMINGO CT.
(5) CHELVIN DR.
(6) FAGAN DR.

(7) ROSEFIELD DR.
(8) WILSON CT.

HALTON HILLS

Acton/Georgetown, rriaay, repruary 23, 2007 7

* OPEN SAT.-WED 9 AM - 6 PM » 7 DAYS A WEEK

HWY. 7, | MILE WEST OF ACTON
519-853-0311 (800)-387-4039‘ www.macmillans.ca

FEBRUARY SHAKE UP THE WINTER SALE...

“SURF & TURF SPECIAL”

BUY 1 BAG OF COWBOY STEAKS
& RECEIVE A “FREE” BOX
OF SHRIMP SATAYS

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

MEMILLAN'S
801&&0&0& @;ozon’ @;o

New at METMILLAN’S

INDIVIDUAL “BAKED” MEAT PIES;

=Steak, Chicken, Scottish, Kidney,
Cornish Pasty’s & Sausage Rolls.

DINNER IN MINUTES!

VEGETABLES...

ME@MILLAN'S

SPECIAL BLEND - Broccoli, Cauliflower,
Baby Carrots & Pearl Onions.

“THAW & SERVE”
8” CREAM PIES

= Lemon, Keylime, Strawberry,

s Chocolate & Coconut
215°6.99 wxamarcH Y%6.99
LARGE COOKED

X-LARGE PIZZAS
“THIN CRUST”

4 ror *22.99

(Reg. $7.99each)
= Deluxe, Meatlovers, Pepperoni,
BBQ Chicken & Vegetable!!

SHRIMP SALE
1 Ib Bags $ I 4.99

BUY 1 GET 1 “FREE"!

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

SENIORS 10% OFF EVERY WEDNESDAY (REG. PRICED MERCHANDISE)
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SERVING
ACTON & AREA

e e s FOR OVER 20 YEARS!

“IT’S WORTH THE DRIVETO ACTON”

Winter Stock Clearance!

507% 10 TO% ox

Last Chance for
Fall & Winter Merchandise

Get it while it lasts!

Forirnatls

Classic Casuals for Women & Men

116 Main Street, Erin
519-833-2770

www.hannahs.ca

SPECIALS FROM: Feb.22nd to Mar. 6th

Where

Child

Abuse
Hurts Most

©3
00

Sometimes the
worst scars of child
abuse can't be seen.
Whether physical or

emotional, abuse
attacks a child’s
self-esteem and
emotional
development,
leaving long-term
emotional trauma
and pain. You can
help prevent child
abuse by being a
nurturing parent or
caregiver. By letting
children know they
are special,
competent and
loved, you can help
them develop
positive self-images
and happier futures.
If you feel
overwhelmed, angry
or frustrated as a
parent, help is out
there for you. Look
in your area for
support groups and
services, or talk to a
trusted friend,
family member,
pastor or doctor
about what you can
do to protect and
support your child.
If we all do our part
to prevent child
abuse, we'll get to
the heart of the
matter.
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