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“Acton’s sweetheart” is how Marlene Beitz
of Links2Care describes Valentine’s Day birth-
day girl Mae Hoare.

Hoare turns 90 today (Wednesday), and at
that age she is older than most of the clients
she delivers food to every other Friday from
her sporty red car as a Meals on Wheels volun-
teer in Acton. 

But that doesn’t bother Hoare at all, who has
been delivering Meals on Wheels for more than
25 years.

“I’m the oldest everywhere,” Hoare said with
a laugh, who celebrated her birthday with fami-
ly and friends at party at Acton Legion Sunday.

“She’s very reliable, very wonderful and very
dedicated,” said Beitz, volunteer co-ordinator
with Links2Care. “She’s very fit, very active,
very positive. She doesn’t live in the past.”

Beitz said she remembers during the 1998
ice storm that hit parts of Quebec and Ontario
Hoare, who was a volunteer with the Canadian
Red Cross, was ready to go to the affected areas
and help. She was 81 at the time.

Hoare’s son John was not too keen on the
idea.

“I said I’ll put my snowmobile suit on and
I’ll be fine. I would have loved to have gone,”
said Hoare.

In the end, no volunteers from Acton went
Hoare said.

Volunteering is a way of life for Hoare,
Acton’s Citizen of the Year in 1997 and a recip-
ient of the Queen’s Jubilee Medal.

Along with Meals on Wheels, Hoare has
been a volunteer with the Canadian Red Cross
Society for many years. She has also been a
longtime canvasser for the Heart and Stroke
Foundation. Hoare has also canvassed for the

Canadian Cancer Society and been a member
of the Acton Legion Auxiliary for more than 20
years and a member of the Legion Branch for
25 years. For several years she co-ordinated the
legion’s children’s Christmas party.

“I figure I’m left here for some reason and I
don’t work anymore. I’m not a person to sit
around. If I can help someone I’m happy doing
it,” said Hoare. 

Hoare has been an active volunteer since her
retirement from dietary services at Georgetown
Hospital when she was 62. 

She also enjoys spending time with her fam-
ily which includes two grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren, golfing in the summer at
Acton Meadows where she is a honorary mem-
ber, bowling in the winter and for the past 75
years singing in the St. Alban’s Church choir.

(Lisa Tallyn can be reached at 
ltallyn@independentfreepress.com)

Editorial           6
Entertainment 11, 22
Sports  16 17, 19
Calendar         27
Classifieds 24-27   

The Town's new
transit co-ordinator
wants seniors to get on
the bus— the Activan
bus. Find out why in
Friday’s Independent &
Free Press.

FRIDAY...

LIST WITH A
PROVEN PERFORMER
•Same
Great

Community
Website
•Brand
New

Technology
www.sandrabrianceau.com

905-
877-5165

GEORGETOWN
VOTED #1

FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE

2007
KIA

SPECTRA FINANCEFINANCE0%0%
CALL THE GEORGETOWN

HEADQUARTERS
1-866-364-0697 or

905-877-7818
GEORGETOWN CHEVROLET

33 MOUNTAINVIEW, GEORGETOWN  (JUST NORTH OF HWY. #7 ON MOUNTAINVIEW)  905-877-6944

2007 CHEVROLET AVEO SEDAN2007 CHEVROLET AVEO SEDAN
1.6 Litre DOHC,

5 Speed Transmission,
AM/FM/CD/MPS, P185 14”, 

Front & Rear Floor Mats.
Stk #065260

*Frt., admin., taxes & license fee extra ** Lease based upon 48 mo., 80,000 free km, frt., 1st, admin., taxes, lic. fee due on signing

$12995* $19700**

excludes frt No Money Down

per 
month

per gallon

46
MPGyes yes

50 cents (+GST)              Vol. 129  No. 48              Wednesday, February 14, 2007 40 Pages Circulation 21,220        Voted Ontario’s best newspaper

For breaking news go to:
www.independentfreepress.com

Acton’s Valentine’s Day sweetheart
LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer

Longtime Acton resident Mae
Hoare turns 90 today—
Valentine’s Day— but that doesn’t
mean the energetic volunteer
expects to slow down any time
soon. She has volunteered with
Meals on Wheels for the past 25
years, along with numerous other
charitable organizations. “I figure
I’m left here for some reason and
I don’t work anymore. I’m not a
person to sit around. If I can help
someone I’m happy doing it,” she
said.
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