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SPORTS & LEINURE

Raiders’ regular season finale
a real Wing-ding in Hamilton

EAMONN MAHER
Staff Writer

The Georgetown Raiders hadn’t won a
regular season or playoff game in Hamilton
for three years but they picked an ideal
time to end that frustrating run on Monday
evening, blasting the host Red Wings 8-1.

With the victory, the Raiders clinched
fourth spot in the OHA Provincial Jr. A
Hockey League’s West Division and home
ice advantage against the fifth-place
Burlington Cougars in their best-of-7 con-
ference quarter-final playoff series, which
opens Saturday at the Alcott Arena begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m.

The lopsided outcome was surprising in
that the Wings had lost just three times on
home ice all season and needed points
themselves to avoid falling to third place in
the division behind Oakville and the front-
running Brampton Capitals. But the 31-12-
3-3 Raiders, who were routed in Brampton
on Thursday and blew a chance to clinch
fourth on Saturday by handing visiting
Hamilton a 7-6 win, were in top form on
Monday, holding intermission leads of 3-0
and 6-0.

“We were waiting for something like
this all year. What a time to make a state-
ment,” said Raiders’ director of player per-
sonnel Peter Mavroudis. “With this being
such a veteran team it was difficult to stay

motivated when we knew we couldn’t get
higher than fourth, but now that it’s the
playoffs we’re going to see a different
team.”

Backup Marc Stuart earned the win in
goal as Georgetown was actually outshot
40-31. Ryan Ford (3), Jeremy Whelan,
Evan Zych, Adam DeJong, Rob Sgarbossa
and Zak Ray chipped in goals for the win-
ning side.

In Saturday night’s tilt at Alcott Arena,
the Raiders looked to be in good shape after
the first period, leading 3-1 over the Red
Wings, who had backup Erik Crawford in
goal after West Division MVP Cameron
Talbot was suspended two games for his
part in a fight on Friday against Oakville.

Hamilton tied the score with two quick
goals to start the middle stanza, then the
teams traded leads until Matt Davis put the
Wings up 7-5 late in the final period on a
shortanded effort.

George Lovatsis completed a five-point
night with a goal that cut the deficit to one,
but that was it for the Raiders, who outshot
the visitors 38-37. DeJong notched a hat
trick for George-town, with Matt Carter
getting the other.

The Raiders opened the scoring on
Thursday in Brampton on a Rob Sgarbossa
marker, but the Capitals went on to score
six unanswered goals after the mid-point of
the contest on their way to a 9-2 victory.

Georgetown Raiders goalie Keaton Hartigan stopped this penalty shot attempt from
Steve Mullin of the Hamilton Red Wings during the Wings’ 7-6 Provincial Jr. A
Hockey League win at Alcott Arena Saturday. The Raiders rebounded Monday to
drub the Wings 8-1 in Hamilton and lock up fourth place in the West Division.
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Wade Finegan also tallied for Georgetown.

Defenceman Peter Mrksic sat out with
an ankle injury but is expected back for
Saturday’s playoff opener. Mavroudis added
that he still has a card remaining with
which to sign a player and may still yet do
so before Saturday’s deadline for declaring
post-season rosters.

“We're looking at a few possibilities,
maybe getting a 20-year-old or a prospect
for next year,” he said. “But you don’t want

to upset things in the dressing room just
before the playoffs and it will be a team
decision if we do something like that.
We're pleased with what we have here
now.”

In other first-round playoff matchups,
Brampton faces Milton, Oakville takes on
Mississauga and Hamilton meets
Streetsville.

(Eamonn Maher can be reached at
emaher@independentfreepress.com)

a 9 | Midget BB Twisters
win Silver Stick crown

INTER TONAL
SILV'M’ICY (? \

Allowing just three goals over six games, the North Halton Twisters skated away with the Midget BB
Girls’ Division championship at the International Silver Stick Finals on the weekend in Sarnia.
Members of the team (forefront, from left) are: Trish Dalli, Amanda Olar. Second row: Niki
Somerville, Lauren McCracken, Siera Pellizzari, Katie Morrow, Michelle Serafini, Samantha Loeprich.
Back row: Trainer Linda Hartwick, assistant coach Gary McFadyen, Kylie MacGillivray, Kelly
Colarossi, Brooke Hartwick, Kirstie Cunningham, Abby Lyons, Kylie McFadyen, Lana Munn, Robyn
McColl, manager Mary Cunningham, assistant coach Ralph Serafini, head coach Paul Morrow.
Submitted photo
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The next couple of months
promise to be a busy time for
the North Halton Midget BB
Twisters and they can now add
a trip to Toronto’s Hockey Hall
of Fame to their agenda.

Winning all six of their
games this past weekend in
Sarnia, the Twisters earned the
first-ever International Silver
Stick championship in the 10-
year history of the North Halton
Girls’ Hockey Association, beat-
ing Cobourg 1-0 in Sunday’s
final. Amanda Olar recorded the
shutout for the champs, high-
lighted by a tremendous last-
minute save, and Samantha
Loeprich’s goal was all the
offence they’d need.
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It was the fifth tournament
victory of the season for head
coach Paul Morrow’s side and
their banner collection could get
even larger, with league and
provincial playdowns getting
under way this weekend.

“In each game, it seemed like
someone else stepped forward
and contributed something. It
was a true all-around team
effort,” said Morrow. “The girls
stuck to the game plan and
when you only give up three
goals in the entire tournament,
it says a lot about the team’s
commitment to defence and
hard work.”

See TWISTERS, pg. 17
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