Driving 101 Part 7:

Reporting motor vehicle collisions

When should you report a motor vehicle collision
to your police service?

If you are involved in a motor vehicle collision in
either the Town of Halton Hills, Milton, Oakville, or
the City of Burlington, the collision will fall under the
jurisdiction of the Halton Regional Police Service. If
the collision occurred in another town or municipali-
ty, you must report the collision to its respective
police service.

There are two types of collision, reportable and
non-reportable. In the event of either type of colli-
sion, the Ontario Highway Traffic Act requires
EVERY person directly or indirectly involved in the
accident to:

* Remain or immediately return to the scene of
the accident,

* Render all possible assistance,

e Give in writing your name, address, drivers
licence number, insurance policy number, the name
and address of the vehicles registered owner, and the
vehicle permit number, or licence plate,

o If the damage is apparently in excess of $1,000
(damage ONLY, not the labour included in the cost
of repairs) you must report the accident FORTH-
WITH to the nearest police officer.

Forthwith is defined as “without delay or hesita-
tion; with no time intervening.”

A police officer who receives a report of a motor
vehicle collision where the property damage is in
excess of $1,000 must prepare a written report, which
is then forwarded to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles,
NOT to your insurance company.

Your requirement to report a motor vehicle colli-
sion is the same on private property as it is on a road-
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way. If you choose to ignore hitting that car in the
mall parking lot, or drive off leaving injured persons
to tend to themselves, or refuse to provide your name
and address to any victim of personal injury or prop-
erty damage, your actions could result in a Criminal
Code investigation and charges.

The bottom line, if you are involved in a motor
vehicle collision, exchange information with the
other person(s), and report it forthwith to police if
the damage is apparently in excess of $1,000.

DO NOT wait to report an accident at the direc-
tion of your insurance company. It is your decision if
you want to notify your insurance or not. If you try to
work out your own agreement with regards to pay-
ment for damages with the other person(s) who later
refuse to pay, this also is not the time to report the
accident to police. Recovery of losses or damages is
between you, the other person(s) and/or your respec-
tive insurance companies.

Contact me personally for crime prevention tips at
905-878-5511 extension 2470, or by e-mailing
chris.borak@hrps.on.ca. Please reserve the 911 sys-
tem for emergency calls only.

Constable Borak is the Halton Regional Police
Service community support officer for District 1
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