
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  TRAINING

ADULT  LINC/ESL  CLASSES
      New Teacher

Monday to Thursday Mornings

9 to 12
St. John’s United Church

2
nd

 Floor, 11 Guelph Street, Georgetown

Register Now

 [905] 849-7555 ext 223

Start  Anytime

Citizenship and
Immigration Canada

Citioyennete et
Immigration Canada

Enjoy the food, camaraderie and music of

A Traditional Robbie Burns Dinner
Sat. Jan. 20, 2007

@ 5:30 p.m.
Hosted by St. John’s United Church,

11 Guelph Street, Georgetown
Scottish Piper & 5 Course Gourmet Meal

(incl. smoked salmon, McMaster’s fine roast beef, wine, haggis)
(AGCO Permit in effect)

Tickets $50 each all inclusive, with a $25 charitable tax receipt
for supporting the church’s exciting new programs.

For tickets, call the church office weekday mornings at
905-877-2531 or write office@stjohnsuc.ca or visit

www.stjohnsuc.ca

St. John’s United Church . . . Open Doors, Open Hearts,St. John’s United Church . . . Open Doors, Open Hearts, Open MindsOpen Minds

SPECIES AT RISK ACT
Have Your Say…
on protecting the Atlantic salmon 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada is currently considering whether the Atlantic 
salmon should be protected under the federal Species at Risk Act. This fish was 
once plentiful in Lake Ontario but disappeared more than 100 years ago. Efforts 
are currently underway to re-stock several creeks and rivers, in the hopes of 
re-establishing Atlantic salmon populations in Lake Ontario. Inclusion of this 
fish under the Species at Risk Act will help ensure the survival of the stocked fish 
and their offspring.  

You are invited to comment on whether the Atlantic salmon should be protected 
by federal legislation. For more information, or to provide comments, go to:  
www.sararegistry.gc.ca (click on “public consultations”)

or contact:
Pooi-Leng Wong
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Email: fwisar@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
Phone: 204-984-0599

Comments received by March 30, 2007 will be reviewed and 
considered before the proposed recovery strategy is finalized.

Silver Seven Skating 

ADULT SKATERS

SATURDAY NIGHT
January 13 ~ 8 p.m.

Come skate to a LIVE BAND at center ice

Exhibition Street South of Speedvale
GUELPH

(Indoor Arena)

YYou’ll have a grou’ll have a great  time!eat  time!

905-877-6127
for more info

FFRREEEE
Refreshments

SSiinngglleess
CCoouupplleess

&&  SSeenniioorrss
AAllll  WWeellccoommee

Skating every Saturday Night until March 31st

Suffering from
Depression, Grief, Anxiety?

Georgetown family
counsellor wants to help.

3 weeks to a more joyous you - or don’t pay!

HOPE CONNECTION
COUNSELLING SERVICES

Stress & Burnout a Specialty

416-577-HOPE (4673)
hopeconnection@gmail.com

905-873-4848905-873-4848

New 
showroom

118 Guelph St., Georgetown

www.bmgaragedoor.com

We service all makes
& models of garage
doors and openers

• Custom carriage house 
wood doors

Over 20 years in business

Garage Door Inc.

CORRECTION NOTICE

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused 
our valued customers.

Apple Computer / Laptop Hardware. Due to higher than expected 
sales during the holiday season we are currently experiencing 
an inventory shortage on Apple computer hardware chain wide. 
We currently have inventory scheduled to arrive in mid January.  
Rainchecks will be issued.

4 Independent & Free Press, Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

A year ago Roya was often
depressed and frustrated because she
could not read a bedtime story to her
son, do her banking, or pay her bills
on her own, but today the local
woman is able to do all of those
things and more.

Roya (who did not want her last
name used) credits the training she
has received at Literacy North
Halton— a United Way of Halton
Hills funded agency— for making a
huge difference in her life.

The 26-year-old Georgetown
woman is just one example of many
people in the community who have
been helped by agencies and organi-
zations that receive funding from the
United Way.

“Now when my son brings work
home from school I can help him,
and I can read books to him,” said
Roya. “I read a book to him every
night. Before I could not. Because of
Literacy North Halton I was able to
fill out an application form for my
job. At work I can understand infor-
mation better and greet customers
with confidence.”

Since she began working with the
Literacy North Halton tutors a year
ago, Roya has improved her reading
ability to the point where she can
read articles, answer questions and
write short reports. She has also
learned proper grammar, spelling,
and punctuation, writing and math
skills like budgeting, decimals, frac-
tions and how to figure out percent-
ages.

“I think this program is wonder-
ful. I hope to continue improving my
skills and to someday apply to take
high school credit courses.”

Roya and many other Halton Hills
residents receive much needed assis-
tance every day through agencies in
town that are funded through the
United Way.

In fact, Rosslyn Dowell, United
Way of Halton Hills board president
says at some point, one in three peo-
ple will be touched by a service pro-
vided by a United Way member
agency.

In total the local United Way
funds 15 different agencies including
Community Living North Halton,

Distress Centre North Halton,
Links2Care (formerly Halton Hills
Community Support and Inform-
ation), Halton Trauma Centre and
Canadian Mental Health. 

Kim Robinson, United Way of
Halton Hills executive director, said
the 2005/06 campaign finished about
$20,000 short of the $300,000 goal
and she is concerned it could be the
same story again this year (06/07).

But it’s not too late for area resi-
dents to ensure that doesn’t happen
again.

“People still have the opportunity
to donate in the 2006 campaign
year,” said Robinson.

She said as a result of the $20,000
shortfall last year the United Way’s
member agencies suffered funding
cuts.

“If the community wants to invest
in itself and its residents then we

need additional support,” said
Robinson.

“We know that we live in a gener-
ous community. We’re hoping that
in the final push people will reach
deep into their pockets to support
their community,” said Dowell.

She said throughout Ontario it is
not unusual for communities to
exceed their goals, while in Halton
Hills it has been a struggle. She said a
challenge the United Way faces here
is the fact there is not a large indus-
trial base to draw support from.

“People need to remember to give
where they live,” stressed Dowell. “It
doesn’t matter how much or how lit-
tle, if everyone was able to give a
toonie that will take us a long way.”

Dowell said the organization is
very appreciative of its long-term
supporters.

“We do have a large number of
committed people who over a num-
ber of years have consistently given
generously to the United Way. We
want to thank them for their com-
mitment and encourage others to
join them,” said Dowell.

Anyone interested in making a
donation to the United Way of
Halton Hills 2006 campaign can do
so by calling the United Way office
at 905-877-3066 or sending a cheque
to United Way of Halton Hills PO
Box 286, Georgetown, ON, L7G 4Y5.
Donations can also be made online at
www.haltonhills.unitedway.ca.

(Lisa Tallyn can be reached at 
ltallyn@independentfreepress.com)

UW-funded agencies can change a life

United Way target in jeopardy 

Old Beach at Fairy Lake in Acton
was considered unsafe for swimming
for 38 per cent of the summer season
in 2006.

In 2005, the beach was considered
unsafe for swimming for 58 per cent
of the time, according to a Halton
Region Health Department report. 

Boathouse Beach at Fairy Lake
remained closed for the whole sum-
mer due to consistently high bacteria
levels in recent years. At least two
samples taken last summer were
above the provincial standard for E.
coli. 

Health department staff carried out
a detailed environmental assessment
of Fairy Lake, which included identifi-

cation of possible pollutants con-
tributing to the bacterial levels: com-
mercial and industrial waste dis-
charges, sewage treatment plant efflu-
ent, storm water outflows, septic sys-
tem discharges and agricultural run-
off. As well, the prevalence of Canada
geese has been blamed for the high
bacterial counts. Rainfall and water
temperature are also environmental
factors.

The Health Department recom-
mends a meeting of the region, Town
and conservation authority and other
interested parties to develop a com-
prehensive approach to understand-
ing the environmental influences on
the lake.

LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer

Old Beach was unsafe 38 per cent of summer

Roya credits training she received
at Literacy North Halton— a United
Way-funded agency— with making
a big difference in her life.

Submitted photo
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