Nearly-blind hairstylist praised
by clients for her ‘amazing’ work
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Martins could still see well after the retina
in her left eye detached 15 years ago, but that
all changed in 2004 when she says the retina
in her right eye detached.

“I wanted to commit suicide,” says Martins.

She continued to own the salon, but did not
work for two years and spent her days at home
“very depressed.”

But after watching an episode of the Dr.
Phil show, Martins decided it was time to get
over the depression and get back to work.

She says her clients urged her to come
back, so she did this past September.

“My customers gave me a second chance,”
she says.

She says those that have come back to her
are amazed at the job she does on their hair.

“People have come out of here crying. They
say I do a better job than people who can see,”
says Martins.

Farrimond says she has been coming to
Martins for six years to have her hair cut and
styled.

“I'm very happy. They are very good cuts,”
says Farrimond.

Treena Benyon is another client who was
happy to see Martins back in the salon.

“She’s fabulous,” says Benyon. “She’s just as
good as she was (before she lost her sight).”

She wasn’t hesitant at all to give Martins a
try after she returned to work.

She says she doesn’t notice much difference
in the cuts now compared to when Martins
used to cut her hair, except now Benyon says
Martins “moves her whole body” while cut-
ting.

Darlene Ballantyne, another client of
Martins, admits she was a little hesitant to
have her do her hair, but she’s glad she did.

“She just amazed me,” says Ballantyne. “She
streaked my hair and cut my hair. She did it
with no problem, no mistakes.

“She did a fantastic job. I came out of there
with the best haircut and best style. She was
great.”

Seeing someone overcome the challenges
Martins faces was inspiring, she says.

“I came out of there with a different feeling
about life,” she says.

(Lisa Tallyn can be reached at
Itallyn@independentfreepress.com)

Incorrect number listed

A story in the Jan. 3 Independent & Free
Press about Heat Recovery Ventilators (HRVs),
manufactured by Venmar Ventilation Inc.,
potentially being a fire hazard contained an
incorrect phone number for consumers to call
to have the ventilators upgraded.

The correct number is 1-866-441-4645.

The Independent & Free Press regrets the
error.
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GET A FRESH START. Get SOLUTIONS now for:

Loss of Job or Loved One
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Bankruptcy can be avoided. Call us! No charge for initial consultation!
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Registered Private
Career College Members of
the Ontario and National
Association of Career
Colleges

Choose from diplomas and certificates in:

* Advanced Aesthetics * Non-surgical face lifts
* Aesthetics * Micro-dermabrasion
* Electrolysis * Chemical peels

~{ * Business & * Waxing

Spa Operations
* Post graduate Medical
Aesthetics

Learn From The School With Over 34 Years Of
Combined Experience And The Difference Will

ENHANCING CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

ellennia

Institute of Aesthetics inc.

* Manicure/Pedicure

* Skin Care * Make-up

* Body & Spa
Treatments

Register Today!

Classes start Feb. 19/07

Lead You To The Real Aesthetics World

For Details Program Inquiries

905.453.6214
If long distance: 1.866.993.283 |
49 George Street South (at Queen)
Brampton, On L6Y 1P4

at: www.mellennia.on.ca
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A Great Fire for your Great Room

For the Basement?

e High Efficiency Heating

e Can Be Installed in
Corners

e Many Beautiful Trim
Options

* 51,000 BTU of Comforting
Warmth

INSTALL BEFORE JAN. 19 and receive FREE
Remote Control Thermostat

For the
Rec Room?
* 86% High Efficiency
¢ Provides Heat During
Power Failures
e Lifetime Warranty

Don’t Pay Until May ‘07

)REGENCY A0,
‘\ APPLEBY SYSTEMS 877-8990

Fireplace, Heating & Air Conditioning Sales & Service

118 Guelph St. Georgetown (at Maple)
Hours: Monday - Friday 9-5; Saturday 11-4; Appointments available after hours upon request

The power to amaze yourself™.

Join Curves now and get 30% off the service fee, plus
your first 30 days free. Discover how 30 minutes is all it
takes to get a total body workout with our total support.

curves.com

Over 10,000 locations worldwide.

GEORGETOWN AcCTON

39 Main St. S. 374 Queen St.
Downtown Georgetown Acton, ON
905¢702¢0418 5198530502

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum of 12 mo. cd program. Service fee paid at time of enrollment.
Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 10/32/06. © 2006 Curves International
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