
 Designer Clothing, Café & Restaurant, 
 Shop and Enjoy Fine French Food 

 Under One Roof.

15 Main St. North
(at Queen St. parking at rear)

Brampton, Ontario
L6X 1M8

905-450-7854
Open 7 days a week

www.aggiemartin.com

aggie martin
 Come enjoy our café while you shop! 

 Our coffee, pastries, lunch and dinner 
 have been rated “The Best” by 

 our customers!
 Socialize & shop under one roof!

 We have the hottest designer labels 
 this holiday season! Dress like your 

 favourite Hollywood celebrity or get the 
 designer labels your family & friends 

 really want this Christmas! Be original 
 and make a unique fashion statement in 

 your town with hot designer clothes! 
 What are you waiting for? 

 It’s not a long drive to the heart 
 of Brampton.
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Buffalo • Hudson • Paris Designers & More

VILLAGE CANDLE SHOPPE

2548 Embleton Road, Norval
905-455-8136

NEW LOCATION: Prince of Wales Country Market

Weekend Hours

Saturday 10-6

Sunday 10-5

Cash
or

Cheque

PRE-CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
NOVEMBER 25 & 26

ENTIRE CANDLE STOCK 1/2 PRICE!
Votives ★ Tapers ★ Pillars ★ Tealights ★ Gel Candles

★ Bath & Body & Much, Much More
PAINTED GLASS COASTERS

Reg. $7.00- Just $2.99
CRANBERRY MARBLE PILLARS

Reg. $6.99 - Just $2.00
10” HANGING SANTAS (Plush)

Reg. $29.99 - Just $9.99
SNOWMAN CANDY HOLDER

Reg. $5.00 - Just 99¢
13” PLUSH DOOR HANGERS

Reg. $9.99 - Just $2.99
CHRISTMAS SPICE PILLARS

Reg. $15.00 - Just $3.99
CHRISTMAS 16 oz. TALL MUGS

Reg. $7.50 - Just $2.99
ASSORTED BATH SALTS

Reg. $5.99 - Just $1.99
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLUSH STORY BOOKS

Reg. $7.95 - Just $2.49
(While Quantities Last)

(formerly of Erin)

Protecting older adults:
an information session for seniors, caregivers and family

Crimes such as telemarketing fraud, identity theft and fi nancial 
exploitation committed against older adults routinely make the 
headlines on the evening news.

If you are an older adult, how can you protect yourself? If you are 
caring for an older adult, what can you do to enhance that person’s 
safety and well being?

Halton Regional Police Elder Services Coordinator, Cst. Jackie 
Brennan, has the answers. Join Cst. Brennan for an informative 
evening in which she will address a wide variety of critical issues 
surrounding crimes against seniors. She will also discuss the 
intricacies of Power of Attorney, and take your questions.

Tuesday, November 28
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Burlington Central Library, 2331 New Street
Free parking and free admission
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There’s an old saying, “Misery loves compa-
ny.”

And after last week’s column, I realized how
true that saying is. I’m not alone in this world.

Case in point— last week I wrote about
dealing with squirrels raiding my bird feeders. 

Pretty ordinary stuff, and I figured it was an
isolated situation in my world.

Was I wrong!
I had readers responding, e-mailing me and

dropping by the office, to offer their most
devious schemes to combat the evil, thieving
squirrels that have been raiding, looting and
plundering the nation’s backyards since the
first pioneer drove a stake in the ground and
put some sunflower seeds on a tray on top.

My first response was from ‘Barb’ in
Georgetown who wrote:

“It’s nice to see birds in the winter...but we
had the same problem with acrobatic squirrels
cleaning out the feeder, so we found a perfect
solution. They climb the feeder for sunflower
seeds, so we bought a large bag of food that does-
n’t have sunflower seeds in it.  The squirrels don’t
climb the feeder any more!”

Now that was a simple solution, and I
thought it had merit, until I read how she also
feeds the squirrels in another location,
Thereby keeping them away from the bird
feeder.

Wait a minute! Aren’t squirrels the ‘enemy’?
That’s collusion with the ‘enemy’ if you ask me.

Another reader, Thomas Kiss of
Georgetown told how he was fighting the same
battle and finally won, by designing his own
bird feeder.

Thomas wrote:
“I have a feeder that I designed and built that

is totally squirrel proof. 
It's deceptively simple and has brought many

a smile to my face whenever I look out and see
nothing but birds, while the squirrels collect the
scattering of scraps on the ground below. (like
the bottom feeders they are....)”

The key to the design is the spring loaded
perches placed on opposite sides of the tube. Any
attempt to jump onto the feeder results in a big

surprise and a subsequent tossing of the squirrel
to the ground like a discarded cigarette. Just
wanted to let you know there is a feeder out there
that is winning the war.”

Then there was Gerry Scarrow who
dropped by to see me at the office. As I
approached the counter he tossed a 1.75 litre
plastic whiskey bottle at me. Unfortunately, it
was empty.

“That’ll fix your squirrels,” Gerry said.
“But it’s empty,” I replied, “What good is an

‘empty’ whiskey bottle to fight off squirrels?”
He then went on to show me how one

places the (empty) bottle over the wire that
the feeder is suspended from, and when the
squirrels try to shinny down over it, they slip
right off. 

I accepted the bottle, not entirely convinced
it’d help, being empty and all... ‘Full’ would be
much more effective, from my point of view.

And the final reader, Cori Robbins, sent me
an e-mail with an attached series of photos,
showing a black bear crawling along a rope to
get into a bird feeder, with the message from
Cori observing “And you thought YOU had
problems!!”

I now have more solutions than I know
what to do with, but will consider each option
and assess it’s usefulness. 

(For the record, I haven’t seen many black
bears out on the farm ya know.)

But one thought remains— I’ve gotta get a
‘full’ bottle of whiskey to start with for one of
the solutions...

The Squirrel War— Part Deux

Ted 
Brown

(Ted Brown can be reached at 
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)
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