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Councillors oppose plan for church

CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

Rural councillors Bryan Lewis and
Joan Robson were two of the four
councillors who recently opposed
changing the Official Plan and zoning
to allow a church on Regional Rd. 25
in southwest Halton Hills.

St. Mathew’s Mar Thoma Church
has applied for Official Plan and zon-
ing amendments to build a 13,300 sq.
ft. church on a 49-acre property on
Hwy. 25, about half a kilometre north
of Five Sideroad (Campbellville Rd).

According to Glenn Wellings, plan-
ning consultant for the church organi-
zation, the church will only be a small
portion of the property with 44 acres
to be left in agricultural production. It’s
currently used for horses and hay. The
lands are not part of the Greenbelt, he
said.

The one-storey building, similar in
size to Hillcrest Church, will serve 140
families of Indian descent with an
Anglican Christian-based faith. The
congregation is hoping to re-locate

from Markham.

While zoning and current Official
Plan allows for the construction of
churches for local needs, amendments
are needed in this case because the
congregation will serve families from
the Guelph, London, Kitchener-
Waterloo, Hamilton and the Greater
Toronto Area. The site was chosen
because it would provide a central
location for the congregation.

The church is not proposing any
outdoor functions, Wellings said, and
there will be parking for 165 cars. The
existing house on the property will
remain.

Lewis argued the Official Plan states
rural churches should serve the rural
community, and “this clearly is not the
case.” He asked what is the guarantee
the church congregation would stay
small.

Planning director Bruce MacLean
noted a condition would be included
in the amendment that the church or
accessory uses could not expand
beyond the five acres. As well, the
maximum size of the accessory build-

ings would be limited to 1 per cent of
the five acres, rather than the church’s
requested 2 per cent. The height is lim-
ited to 40 feet.

“In staff's opinion, ... a church is a
low intensity use that should not have
significant negative effects on the sur-
rounding properties,” stated the plan-
ning report.

But Robson worried that approval
would set a precedent for the rural area
under the new Official Plan (which
does not allow churches in the rural
area).

A left-hand turn lane would be
added to alleviate traffic concerns on
Regional Rd. 25. A left-hand turn lane
at Chudleigh’s Apple Farm on Regional
Rd. 25 is also being included in the
proposed 2007 regional budget.

Also opposing changing the current
and new Official Plan to allow the
church were ex-councillor Mike Davis
and Ward 3 Councillor Moya Johnson,
based on the precedent reasoning.

Approval of the church is still con-
ditional upon Halton Region approval
of changes to its Official Plan.
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LIFE COACHING
& COUNSELING
SERVICES

DEFINE WHAT YOU WANT
ESTABLISH AN ACTION PLAN
CREATE CHOICES & SOLUTIONS
LEARN TO THINK “SUCCESS”

CREATE A BETTER LIFE!

GEORGETOWN, ON L7G 5T6
(905) 873-9393

WWW.COACHMANON.COM
INFO@COACHMANON.COM
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ACHIEVE CHANGE

38 OAK STREET

3 weeks to a more joyous you - or don’t pay!

HOPE CONNECTION
COUNSELLING SERVICES
Stress & Burnout a Specialty

416-577-HOPE (4673)

hopeconnection@gmail.com

Suffering from
Depression, Grief, Anxiety?

Georgetown family
counsellor wants to help.

WANTED!

7 HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

7 homes in your area will be given the opportunity of having
an INTERLOCK metal roofing system installed on their home
at a reasonable cost. This lifetime product is capturing the
interest of home owners across the country who want to
know this will be the last time they will have to re-roof their

home. Our product is environmentally friendly and comes with
a lifetime, transferable warranty with an excellent choice of
colours to compliment your home and is going to be introduced
to your local market. Your home can be a show place in your
neighbourhood and we will make it worth your while if we can
use your home.

Please call John:

1-888-999-6902

Toll-Free 24 Hours 7 Days a week

Mention this a
172 price bod

The Altered Native

Counter Culture Boutique

Tattoos & Piercings

get one

y piercing.

905 877 7884

www.thealterednative.com

134 Guelph St
Unit |
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Financing Available, Extended Warranties ¢« www.brenmar.ca

CALL NOW 905-608-9330 ¢ 1-866-852-9330

PRE-OWNED

SAVINGS

2001
Taurus SEL

Leather Interior, Power Seat,
Loaded
Stk. #V63111D

*8,911

2003
Sport Trac

Only 59,000 kms, Moonroof,
Loaded
Stk. # 01809

1°23,296

2003
F350 XLT 4X4

Fully Loaded, 38,000 kms,
Ready For A Snow Plow
Stk. #01793

°25,558

2005 Focus
Wagon

Only 14,000 kms,
Fully Loaded
Stk. # 01737

1°15,961

2003
Focus SE

N Auto, Air,

| Only 22,000kms

Stk. # 01821

1,250

2004 F150
Supercab

4x4 Pkg., 36,000 kms,
Leather
Stk. # 01819

*28,500

2004 F150
Supercrew

XLT, 4x4,
40,000 kms
Stk. # 01815

*27,000

2003 Focus
ZX5

Loaded, Rims, 80,000 kms,
Much, Much More
Stk. # 01789

Loaded
Stk. # 017910

14,500

All vehicles are sale priced plus taxes, admin, licence. See dealer for full details.

concept ford

005.873.1626  www.conceptford.com

361 Guelph St, (Hwy. 7) at Delrex Blvd, GEORGE-
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