
OPINION

Several weeks ago when the municipal election cam-
paign officially began, we urged residents to find out all
they could about the candidates, their platforms, views
and plans for the future of this town. 

As the campaign winds down, we hope voters have
heeded our words and done their homework in order to
cast an informed ballot Monday, November 13. 

As is our practice, we will be offering our opinion as to
which candidate we, as the leading source of local informa-
tion in our community, believe is best suited for the job. 

We do not make this selection lightly, and we do not
offer this opinion to influence the electorate. In each edi-
tion in this space— the editorial— we offer an opinion
on the issues of the day that affect the residents of Halton
Hills. To remain silent about the individuals seeking to
lead this community for the next four years would be
shirking our responsibility. 

Today, we offer our view on who we consider are the
best candidates for the job of Halton Region chair and
Halton Hills mayor. We will list our choices for the other
positions in Friday’s (Nov. 3) edition. 

There are four candidates— Brian Burton, Gary Carr,
Brent Marshall and Robert Plaschka— running to replace
chair Joyce Savoline. 

Burton dubs himself the “businessman/engineer with
the green disposition”. Carr is a former provincial Tory MP,
turned federal Liberal and now seeks a municipal seat.
Marshall is a 30-plus year employee of Halton Region hav-
ing served the past eight years as Chief Administrative
Officer. Plaschka is a Burlington businessman. 

In our view this is a two-man race between Carr and
Marshall as Burton’s environmentalist bent (his idea of
waiting until 2029 to build an energy from waste facility
at the region landfill is simply foolish and short-sighted)
and Plaschka is a virtual unknown. 

Carr has proven to be a political opportunist and with
his history of flip-flopping parties we wonder whether he
truly has a desire to serve the residents of Halton or sim-
ply keep a job in the political arena. 

Marshall, a longtime Acton resident, offers the best
choice for region chair. He has an intimate knowledge of
the workings of the Region, is well-connected politically,
has been a major front man and behind-the-scenes work-
er at the Region for many years and as a Halton Hills resi-
dent will ensure the needs of this town will not be
brushed aside at the regional council table. 

As for the “race” for the job of Halton Hills mayor
there simply is no other choice than incumbent mayor
Rick Bonnette who has had a solid first term as mayor
and a distinguished 24-year history on council.  

He has shown to be decisive over the past three years,
led the charge to save Georgetown Hospital’s obstetrics
unit, restored calm to what was a fractious town staff and,
when he erred (as in not consulting farmers during
provincial Greenbelt Plan discussions), quickly learned
from his mistakes. 

He is passionate about this town, cares about its future
and fosters a team concept to council instead of a dicta-
torship.  

Challenger Robert Heaton has run an unfocused,
bizarre, conspiracy-behind-every-door campaign that is
simply not credible. 

Marshall, Bonnette
offer best choice
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor,
Mayoral candidate Robert Heaton

did not respond to several requests
from the Independent & Free Press to
be interviewed for an election pro-
file.  

However, he had the time (60
seconds) as did all the other candi-
dates for the mayor’s job, to speak
on CFRB 1010 AM radio last week,

but he could not find the time to let
the voters of Halton Hills know what
he would do if he was our mayor.

How are voters of Halton Hills
supposed to know where he stands if
he won’t  respond to our local news-
paper— the Independent & Free
Press?

When the paper arrived on Friday
(Oct. 27) and the headline read,

“Candidates’ meeting gets off to a
raucous start”, I immediately
thought Mr. Heaton was going to be
in this story somewhere. To no sur-
prise, I was right!

Mr. Heaton, I have some advice
for you.  If you really want to be our
mayor, then I suggest that you find
the time to speak to your voters on
issues you feel are important to you.

P.S. Any response from you
would be welcomed since there has-
n’t been any from you so far.

Kelly Leonard,
Georgetown

Mayoral candidate should speak to voters
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Dear editor,
I appreciated the recent letter

“Trustee wrong to offer recommen-
dation”, in which one of your read-
ers identified a concern that Ethel
Gardiner is using her current posi-
tion as Halton District School Board
trustee to promote candidate Mike
Parkhill in the upcoming election.  

I had the same concern after see-
ing Mr. Parkhill’s campaign pam-

phlet and website, both of which
prominently feature Ms.Gardiner’s
endorsement.  

Mr. Parkhill’s website states that
Ethel Gardiner approached him a
year and half ago about becoming
“her successor”.  

Surely in a democracy it is the
electorate which gets to make that
choice. 

Lisa Irwin, Georgetown

Outgoing trustee wrong to endorse successor

Dear editor,
Re: Big pay hike in store for

trustees (Oct. 18 Independent &
Free Press).

Under the above headline the
article stated “...will be getting a
raise... In my opinion they will not
be ‘getting’ but ‘taking’ a raise.

This whole idea of allowing ser-
vants of the community to set their
own ‘honorarium’ really is ludi-
crous.

Most of us are volunteers and

would not dream of asking pay-
ment.

In this case, once more in my
opinion, the increase is obscene!

We really should do away with
school boards AND with property
taxes. This would be a relief to us
seniors who are on fixed income.
(The slight increases of OAS and
CPP, at times, can hardly be con-
strued as indexing).

Hank J. van Goch,
Georgetown

Pay increase for trustees ‘obscene’, says reader
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Something 
bugging you?

Send us a letter!
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