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“... I’'m just part
of the equation.”

By RONDA ADDY
Special to The IFP

Flowers are an important
part of a wedding. Finding just
the right florist takes some time
and effort. Here are some tips.

You should start looking for
a florist approximately a year
before the wedding, especially if
the date of your wedding hap-
pens to fall during the busy sea-
son from May until August or
around holidays like Mother's
Day or Valentine's Day. Check
with the site where you are hav-
ing the reception to see if they
have any recommendations. Ask
friends and family. Compose a
list of five florists. Arrange to
meet with all of them and bring
the groom along.

When you arrive at each
florist's shop, take a look
around. Are the employees
friendly? Is the shop clean? Are
the flowers fresh? Bring a fabric
sample of your dress and the
bridesmaid's dresses, photos of
the ceremony and reception
areas, and a list of your favorite

flowers and any flowers you
don't want included. Be upfront
about your budget and describe
in detail everything about your
wedding from your colors and
style to the number of people in
the wedding party. Ask to see a
portfolio of the florist's work.
Find out if they rent any kind of
accessories such as runners and
candelabras and get a cost esti-
mate. Ask about delivery times,
methods of payment and cancel-
lation policies. Most florists
require a 50% deposit upfront
and the remaining balance two
weeks prior to the wedding.

After meeting with each
florist, make a list of pros and
cons. Compare the lists and
make a decision. Contact the
florist you have chosen and ask
them to draw up a contract.
Don't sign on the dotted line
until you have read the contract
and made sure that it lists every-
thing the florist will be provid-
ing. Depending upon what you
have agreed upon, the florist
may be responsible for:

* Bridal bouquet

* Bouquet to
toss
e Bouquets for

the maid of
honor and
bridesmaids

o Bouton-
nieres for the
best man,
grooms-men
and ushers

e Corsages
for the mothers
of the bride and
groom

e Boutonnieres for the
fathers of the bride and
groom

e Flowers for
flower girl

¢ Boutonniere for the
ringbearer and flowers
for the pillow

¢ Altar decorations

e Aisle decorations

e Candles for the ceremony

e Table centerpieces

e Decorations for the cake

the

I

e Chair covers

After you have approved and
signed the contract, reconfirm
the details when you pay the
remaining balance. Find out if
the florist will be setting up the

table .
e Live flowers for the wed- day of your wedding. If not, get
ding cake an emergency number that you

can call if anything should go
wrong with the flowers on the
day of your wedding.

Planning a wedding is stress-
ful, no doubt about it. Choosing
the right florist will alleviate
some of that stress. Make your
choice carefully.
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* Alfred Angelo * Alfred Sung
¢ Jessica McClintock
o Jusmine ® Mon Cheri ® Numode Bridesmaids

Book Your Wedding, Christmas
Party, Employee Social &

Holiday Catering now!

ceremony to suit your tastes and needs. It may be simple or

elaborate, a civil, religious or spiritual ceremony. It may take
place in your home or mine, in a park or a hall. You will have
the satisfaction of creating a wedding ceremony that honours

¢ Numode Collection * Sarah Danielle
* Sincerity Bridal  Moonlight

Choose from a
great selection
of gowns from
these designers:

your feelings, traditions, dreams ... and love for each other.

William Strachan, B.A., M.Th.
Ontario Marriage Officer
Phone 519-853-2483

email: wstrachan@sympatico.ca
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