My desk resembles a landfill

Last week I was off on my Thanksgiving-
take-time-off-and-do-things-at-home week
like I do each and every year.

And I'm pleased to announce I got every-
thing done that T had on my own little to-do
list that T wrote to myself.

So, feeling fairly good about my week’s
accomplishments, I arrived at the office
bright and early Monday morning all set to
dive back into the fray, so to speak.

I have learned over the years that when
you are something of a one-man department
(photos) there is a tendency for others in the
office to take the approach ‘just leave it on
Ted’s desk— he’ll be back next week to deal
with it’.

I'm not complaining here, more observing
human nature.

So, I returned and started the search
through the piles of stuff on my desk. To be
absolutely clear here, my desk ain’t the tidi-
est place in the office to start with, and
throw a week of odd papers, messages and
God only knows what into the mix, it’s close
to a disaster.

My work station is generally considered a
disaster area in the office, second only to a
hazardous waste dump. Some people, not
familiar with the hazard, have ventured into
the vicinity of my cubicle and disappeared
from the face of the earth, never to be seen
again.

I've had science fiction movie producers
call me to see if I'd let them use it as a set for
one of their movies. I declined— too risky.

And the worst part about my desk is the
co-worker who sits next to me.

Eamonn Maher is the one person in the
office who makes my desk (and ultimately,
me) look worse than I actually am.

His desk looks like the day he started
here, almost a year ago.

No garbage, no errant pieces of paper, no
newspaper clippings, not a damn thing to
pollute his work station.

Personally, I don’t think he’s normal— 1
think he needs counseling or something.
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I look at my desk and see what resembles
a landfill site.

I look at his work station and see a vacant
parking lot.

He actually makes me feel a tad inade-
quate at times. Sure, there are others in the
office who are as bad (or perhaps worse than
me) but we won’t mention any names here,
(particularly those female members of the
editorial staff with first names beginning
with the letters C or L.)

When someone comes into the office to
see me, I usually try to head them off at the
pass, so they won’t be passing by Eamonn’s
desk (mind you someone once actually asked
me if that was a spare desk).

So, I'm trying to take the initiative and
perhaps give my desk a purge in the not-too-
distant future.

I think TI'll take the approach that an office
efficiency expert explained on a talk show I
heard some time ago.

His solution evolved around the four D's:
Dump it, Deal with it, Delegate it, and one
more D I can't remember.

No matter, 'cuz I've never got past the first
D anyway— by delegating it to the dump.

Whatever the case, I'm setting aside a
deadline, when my workstation is some-
where close to the pristine condition of
Eamonn’s.

I've just gotta find out how much longer
we have left in our lease here.

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)
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TO FIT YOUR LIFESTYLE,
IT FIRST HAS TO FIT
YOUR FOOT

We put comfort, performance, and fit technologies

into shoes that look as good as they feel. So you'll munham'

be ready to go wherever the day takes you. K WiDTHS AVAILABLE
dunhamfits.com  [sale[oT2e T 4e e ]

a trusted new balance breed Notall models some in all widihs

0 49 Main St., Georgetown

1\1/ TION 905-877-3201

Your Active Footwear & Apparel Store

Hours: M -W 10-6,Th - F 10-8, Sat 10-5
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SPECIAL METROLAND SUPPLEMENT

Gift Certificate /...,
ColorYourWorld

BUAGKSDEGKE

FILL OUT THIS BALLOT FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!
or you can enter online at contests.metroland.com

MAIL ENTRIES TO: THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME,
Metroland Corporate Sales, 10 Tempo Ave., Willowdale, Ontario M2H 2N8

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POSTAL CODE:

EMAIL:

[ Yes, | wish to receive information from Color Your World and Black & Decker I
on upcoming specials, contests, promotions & events.

Contest Rules: Contest opening date: September 26th, 2006 12pm Deadline for entries: November 30th, 2006 12pm.
Residents of Ontario may enter, except employees and immediate family members (and/or persons domiciled with) Metroland
Printing, Publishing & Distributing Lid., the prize sponsors and/or any employees of their affiliated companies, Entrants under

18 must have parent/guardian consent. Cﬁances of winning the randon draw depend on the total number of entrles received.
Prizes must be accepted as presented with no cash substitution. Wlnner consents to having their names and/or photos appear
in Metroland Community Newspapers. The decision of the contest | éu %(es is final. No purchase necessary. A limit of one
qualifier per person, per household, one entry per email address. & Decker prize valued at $2,500, Color Your World I
prize valued at $2,500. In order to be eligible to win, the selected contestant must correctly answer a skilltesfing question

TELEPHONE:

which will be administered upon notifying the winning entrant. Full contest rules visit: contests.metfroland.com
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