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There is a common perception that
winter tires are only necessary for people
living in snow-clad, mountainous
regions. Others think that winter tires
wear out more quickly than all-season
tires because they are more expensive.
Both of these are misconceptions. 

Michelin-certi f ied All iance Tire
Professionals dealers have dispelled
these myths and more below to help you
and your family stay safe on the roads
this winter season.

MYTH: All-season tires deliver the
same performance on ice and snow as
winter tires

FACT: Winter t ires are designed
specifically to provide more control and
traction over ice and snow. Most people
believe that all-season tires can deliver
the same performance, however, this is
false. In fact, winter tires deliver as
much as 25 to 50 per cent more traction
than all-season tires, which can very well

be the margin you
need to stop in time or
to turn to avoid trou-
ble.

Winter t ires are
designed with a special
compound that allows
for more flexibility for
better grip and stays
soft even in the coldest
of temperatures.
Winter tire technology
is specifically designed
to expel water and dig
down through snow to
the road surface, maxi-
mizing your ability to start, turn and
stop. The softer rubber compound of
winter tires can perform in temperatures
as cold as -40 degrees Celsius before
hardening, whereas all-season tires can
begin to harden at temperatures of -7
degrees Celsius.

MYTH: There is
no real  dif ference
between the tread
design on a winter
tire and an all-season
tire—  they are basi-
cally the same

FACT: The wider
and patterned
grooves of winter
tires allow for better
traction and efficient
channels to drain
water and push out
snow, while the com-
mon zigzag shape of

the grooves allow for more snow to be
packed into the tire and then eject as the
tire rotates for deeper snow traction. The
sipes (small cuts in the tread block) also
help cut through the water and slush,
providing better traction. Conversely,
all-season tires have flatter tread designs

that may provide a smoother highway
ride, but fail to force out snow as effec-
tively as winter tires. Additionally, all-
season tires use sipe technology signifi-
cantly less, resulting in less traction than
winter tires.

MYTH: Winter tires are more expen-
sive and don’t last as long as all-season
tires

FACT: A lot of people believe that
winter tires are too expensive, but by
rotating between your summer tires and
winter tires you are prolonging the life
of both sets—  every kilometre traveled
on your winter tires is saved on your
summer tires and vice versa! 

Remember: Four winter tires are rec-
ommended to achieve maximum traction
and control over ice and snow. Ensure
you’re well equipped this winter and
enjoy safe travels all season long.

—News Canada

The cold, hard truth about winter tires
6 WHEELS October 13, 2006

†Plus tax. Tire disposal extra, if required. Steel rims not included. Tire offer includes standard rubber valve stems; additional charges may apply for any other valves. See participating dealers 
for details. Dealers may set individual prices. Offer for retail customers only. Offers not available in Thunder Bay, Fort Frances, Dryden, Terrace Bay and Kenora. 1-800-GM-DRIVE or goodwrench.ca goodwrench.ca

Uniroyal® Ice & SnowTM P195/70R14 

WHEN IT COMES TO WINTER ROAD CONDITIONS, NO ONE IS BETTER QUALIFIED THAN THE
GOODWRENCH TIRE EXPERTS TO KNOW WHICH TIRES HELP YOUR GM VEHICLE HANDLE BETTER.

TRUST YOUR SAFETY TO THE EXPERTS.

DITCHES LOVE CARS 
WITHOUT WINTER TIRES.

GOOD

BFGoodrich® Winter Slalom® P195/70R14 Michelin® X-IceTM P195/70R14 

ASK ABOUT THE NEW EXCLUSIVE GM TIRE PROTECTION PLAN

Installation, balancing, valve stems and lifetime inspection is included in the price of your tires, 
and our GM expertise. We have tires for all your driving needs.

WE ALSO CARRY THE RIGHT STEEL RIMS FOR YOUR GM VEHICLE

Installed from

$8995†
BETTER

Installed from

$11995†
BEST

Installed from

$13495†

per tire per tire per tire
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