Never tempt a hungry raccoon

Gerry is writing today...

This story started with two
pounds of stewing meat.

We had some friends over for
dinner who raise beef cattle (this
was last year in late September).
They brought us two pounds of
stewing beef to try. Some may
think this is a very strange hostess
gift, but I thought it was great and
appreciated their gesture.

In October I used the first pound
in a recipe we featured called crock
pot beef stew. We had so many
good comments on that recipe that
I decided to make a vegetable beef
soup for the paper with the other
pound. I thought as the weather
was chilling down, a pot of soup on
the stove would be handy to have,
as we would be outside gardening
and doing fall cleanup most of the
weekend.

So Friday morning, out came the
crock pot and I started my experi-
mental recipe.

By 10 a.m. we could already
smell the flavourful aroma. At 7
p-m. we ate several bowls of this
hearty soup with biscuits— boy
was it good! Hot and filling! We
were already looking forward to the
next day for leftovers, when the
flavours would have had even more
time to incorporate.

My refrigerator was full so I put
the crock pot on a cabinet on the
deck for the evening. I sometimes
use this area as an outdoor refriger-
ator, as the temperatures drop to a
safe degree.

Well, Saturday morning what
did I find on my deck? Not what I
was expecting.

A crock pot with the garbage bag
(that was safely tied around the
pot) unwrapped and the lid off,
half of the soup missing and spilled
soup all around the area.

I guess the raccoons enjoyed a
veritable feast!

It was sort of amusing, really.

Investment

advice for
today and

tomorrow:

CIBC| CIBC
== | Imperial Service

For what matters.

Gerry
Kentner

My grandson wanted to sit watch
on Saturday night with his bow
and arrow and he teased me merci-
lessly.

This episode would have ended,
except that I had called a good
friend on Friday evening and
offered to share our huge pot of
soup, if he brought me his

Tupperware to fill on Saturday. So
before I even dressed or ate break-
fast, I had my dutch oven on the
burner, starting another pot of
beef, vegetables and stock.

So by noon, we enjoyed pot
number two of vegetable beef
soup— this time made with left-
over beef from a roast and it was
equally delicious.

I think I have learned my lesson.
Now when I need extra refrigera-
tion, I store things under the heavy
lid of the barbecue. Hopefully they
aren’t strong enough to lift the lid
and hopefully Dave remembers to
check before he turns on the grill.

Have fun and keep cooking!

(Lori and Gerry can be reached at
whatscookin@independent-
freepress.com)

Crock Pot
‘Raccoon’ Soup

Ingredients
e 1 lb.stewing beef, cut in
small pieces
e 1-280z can
stewed tomatoes
e 2 carrots, peeled and diced

crushed

* 1 spanish onion, diced

¢ 3 celery stalks, sliced

e 2 parsnips, diced

e 2 cups fresh or frozen corn
* 3-28 oz cans beef stock

¢ 1 tsp oregano

¢ 1 tbsp fresh basil or 1 tsp dried

¢ 1 tsp savoury

¢ 2 tbsp fresh parsley or 1 tsp dried

e salt and pepper to taste

Method:

Put first eight ingredients in the crock pot.
Stir to evenly distribute. Add dried spices (not fresh ones yet).
Cook on low for about 6 hours. Taste, then add salt and pepper and

fresh herbs.
Cook for 2 more hours on low.

Cook’s note: If you are not home to check on the soup 6 hours into
the cooking process, just let it cook for the full 8 hours and then add the
fresh herbs, salt and pepper just before you eat.
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Georgetown
Alliance Church

“ A growing family”
) Sunday Services
V at 9:00 & 11:00 am

A Nursery & Junior Worship are offered
during both services.

290 Main St. (S. of Maple)
905-873-0249

),
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§t. George's Anglican Church

60 Guelph Street, Georgetown  905-877-8044
Addtional parking at Georgetown District High School
wwwstgeorgesgeorgetown.com k)
Sunday Worship - v
8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am
Church School - 9:30 am
Nursery Care - 9:30 am & 11:15 am
Thursday Worship - 10:00 am

)&\ St. Alban’s
Anglican Church

8:00 a.m. Said Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist
Nursery & Children’s Worship
905-877-8323

537 Main St., Glen Williams O
Pastor: The Rev.Grahame Stap
www.saintalban.ca

abe.ca TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE

v KNOX REV. DR. JAMES COOPER [#Y
PRESBYTERIAN 116 Main st souts
CHURCH (905) 877-7585 0

a Time for Fellowship
& Friendship

Service Dial-In:
www.knoxgeorgetown.ca (905) 702-1629

SUNDAY SERVICES 11:00 AM (Nursery Services Provided)
GEORGETOWN CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

welcomes you!
Lead Pastor: Rev. Gary vanLeeuwen
Associate Pastor: Rev. Ted. 5. Bootsma
Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am & 6:00 pm

11611 Trafalgar Road (northw\(')vf vlyaé)le Avenue) 905-877-4322

Crc.on.ca

NORVAL Presbyterian Church
Service & Sunday School
11:15a.m.

“All are Welcome”

(Y
)
499 Guelph St., Norval, Ont.

" L
VAl g zIONEE -
& (Affiliated with World Christianship Ministries) &

A Life changing ministry
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
BALLINAFAD COMMUNITY CENTRE downstairs
ALL WELCOME Sunday Worship 11a.m.
PASTOR ANDREW G. PATON (COUNSELLING AVAILABLE)

(519) 853-5657
‘: Q Helping our community live Life!

Q i‘s | Sunday 10 am
y J J

&S

www.norvalpres.ca <http://www.norvalpres.ca>

\/

&S

The Gathering

The Church at The Gellert
10241 8th Line

905-873-LIFE(5433)
www.thegathering.ca ()

Pastor; David Tapley

A GEORGETOWN Youth Pastor: Kevin McKee A
v We re a friendly family v
church with
Sunday Worship 10:00am contemporay music &
Nursery & Superchurch for Kids! tﬁ;i;f'n‘;”ﬁﬁﬁ,iﬁi"gﬁﬂ,i
13619 HWY 7 West

Tel. 905-873-9652 Website: www.georgefownchrisfianfellowship.com

The Salvation Army
Georgetown Community Church

We're Casual, Family Friendly, Exciting & Relevant | 1 i l()h'\
” Everything starts @ 10:30 am ‘~SALZ‘;RHY ) “
¢ (905) 877-1374 271 Mountainview Rd. S. . ¢

Immanuel Lutheran Church

The Church of the Lutheran Hour ()
We are not ashamed of the Gopsel of Christ.

Sunday Services -
9:00 am Bible Study & Children Singing )

R/ 10:00 am Divine Service & Sunday School \/
v 100 Mountainview Rd. South, Georgetown @ v

Pastor Gerson Flor (905) 877-1172
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