Tips for choosing a garage door

Usually, there are only
two occasions when we
buy a garage door in our
lifetime— when we build
a new house or when we
renovate. So when the
time comes to shop for a
new garage door, there are
key elements you should
consider and analyze to
make the right choice.

According to Kareen
Roy, marketing coordina-
tor at Garaga Inc, one of
Canada’s leading garage
door manufacturers, you
should look for reliability,
durability, style and appro-
priate insulation when
choosing your garage
door. Here are the key
items Roy recommends
you should consider:

1. Insulation and R-
Value

An insulated door will
keep the garage area and
the rooms above and
beside the garage warmer
in the winter and cooler in
the summer, resulting in
energy savings. If you use
the garage for a work shop
or recreation area, having
an insulated door will
keep temperature more
consistent. The higher the
R-Value the better the
insulation, for example R-
16 is better than R-8 by 50
per cent.

2. Insulation Type

The two types of insula-
tion are polyurethane and
polystyrene. Polyurethane
provides twice the insula-
tion value of polystyrene
(white styrofoam).

3. Placement of
Insulation

Insulation can be inject-
ed under pressure
(polyurethane) or placed
between the metal skins in
the form of a sheet (poly-
styrene). Pressure inject-
ing fills the complete cavi-
ty of the door and adheres
to the metal skins. This
adhesion greatly reduces
the chance of the skin sep-
arating from the insulation
causing the door to sound
tinny.

4. Metal Thickness
(Gauge)

The lower the gauge the
thicker the material, for
example 14 gauge is thick-
er than 18 gauge. The
thicker the material the
stronger the door, a thick-
er gauged metal skin com-
bined with a pressure-
injected insulation pro-
vides the best impact resis-
tance.

5. Hardware

This is the track, hinges
and re-enforcement plates.
The hardware is the back
bone of the door system as
it carries the weight of the
door, provides the connec-
tion between the panels
(hinges) and provides the
anchor point for the fas-
teners which hold the

hinges to the panels.
Having a thicker gauged
hardware system will
ensure the door system
will last longer.

6. Thermal break

A thermal break in the
door system means that
the front metal skin does
not contact the back metal
skin along the length and
at the ends of the door
panels. Without the ther-
mal break, both heat and
cool will be allowed to
move from the outside of
the door to inside the
garage reducing the insu-
lation value of the door.

7. Rollers

Rollers which ride in
the track and carry the
weight of the door come
in 3 styles: nylon, nylon
with ball bearings and
metal with ball bearings.

Nylon rollers with ball
bearings will last longer
than nylon rollers without
ball bearings and are qui-
eter than the metal rollers
with ball bearings.
8. Weather Seal
The weather seal on the
outside top and sides of the
garage door as well as the
weather seal on the bottom
of the door is what prevent
wind, rain and snow from
entering the garage. The
type of weather seal used
should not be overlooked.
A good weather seal is made
up of two parts, the seal
gasket and the holder. The
seal gasket should be made
of rubber and not vinyl so if
will not split or crack. More
information on how to
select garage doors is avail-
able at: www.garaga.com.
—News Canada
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SPACIOUS 3 BEDROOM
END UNIT

“Sales Rep. Family room has a gas fireplace with walkout to
CONYFE VAR fenced yard. Large kitchen with breakfast area,

new built-in dishwasher. New casement windows
® in living room. New laminate flooring in LR/DR.

\RCEELﬁ-?ﬁE Ceramic foyer. $224,500. 1-800-834-5516. )

KATHLEEN
WALSH

1100 SQ. FT. IN-LAW SUITE
Immaculate 2 storey, 4+2 bdrm, 4 bath home
with over $50,000 spent in luxury upgrades.
This is a must see for the large discriminating
family. Extras include 35 yr. shingles, 5 appli-
ances, gleaming HW floors, professionally fin-
] ished 2 bdrm in-law suite in bsmt, gorgeous
Johnson Assopates mstr ensuite and w/i closet. The list goes on.

HALTON LTD., BROKERAGE

PETER ZAVITZ*

*Sales Rep.

905-877-5169

Dirct 416-996-4663

www.peterzavitz.com J
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| FINANCIAL & REAL ESTATE SERVICES |

SELLING 905-877-5211
YOUR HOME? Whether you are buying or selling or
BUYING A NEW HOME? financing a mortgage, Dave Krause can help!
With 30 years of financial and real estate
NEED TO experience, Dave can save you time by
CONSOLIDATE YOUR co-ordinating the purchase or sale of your
DEBTS? home along with providing financial
services information.
DO YOU KNOW
HOW MUCH OF A
AFFORD? qualify for a mortgage ree market
’ and not even know it! evaluation
of your home.

Not intended to solicit
properties already listed for sale.

Call now for more information!

Georgetown/Acton/Erin/Rockwood, Wednesday, October 11, 2006 11

You are invited toa . . .

Real Estate Seminar

Thursday, October 26th, 2006
7:30 p.m.

Packed with knowledge, and information for YOU,

to be well informed BEFORE you buy your
DREAM HOME!

Get free information from the Professionals

Learn how to get . ..
* the best mortgage rate for you
- from the mortgage broker
* all about home inspections
- from a professional home inspector
¢ all about home insurance
- from an insurance agent
* Jegal advice and closing costs
- from a solicitor
* and your real estate info
- from Realtor, Anna Lostritto

Whether you are looking to sell or buy a first time home,
resale, or investing, this fact-filled seminar will be sure
to help.

Free to attend, but seating is limited, so call now!

Please pre-register.
To reserve your seat call 905-874-3040
and ask for ANNA

Or, just send an email Reference “Seminar” with all
your contact info to alostritto@trebnet.com

*not intended to solicit buyers/sellers already under contract.

See you there!

Anna Lostritto

*Sales Rep. (JA

905-877-5165

Johnson Associates

HALTON LTD., BROKERAGE
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