Take time to be thankful

Over the years, I've written about many facets
of Thanksgiving.

Sometimes I've discussed the more humorous
side of Thanksgivings of the past, and other times
I've talked to friends and co-workers, reiterating
their thoughts about the holiday.

But I don't think I've ever actually listed my
own feelings about the one holiday of the year
that doesn't require us to go out and buy a greet-
ing card or give a gift to celebrate.

As we sit down to that steaming turkey dinner
this weekend, surrounded by family and friends,
we're simply suppose to give thanks.

Nothing more, just thanks.

Thanks for the many positive things around
us, the freedoms we enjoy and the lives we lead in
spite of the complaints we make.

Oh I know, people often take a cynical
approach, and complain about all the wrongs
they've suffered in this world.

And T'll be the first to admit, I've done my
share of complaining over the years, too.

But this is Thanksgiving, and I feel one should
really try, if only for a moment, to reflect about
the many things around us to be thankful for.

So here goes...

I'm thankful for the fun and entertainment my
kids and grandson provide me with. I'm thankful
for the times they let me think I'm still in control.

I'm thankful for having had great parents who
gave sage advice and guidance when they were
alive. I'm also thankful for my sisters and their
families although we don't always get together as
often as we’d like— or should.

I'm thankful for History Channel and HGTV.

I'm thankful for DVD players, car CD players
and being able to download MP3s.

I'm thankful for the bathroom in my house
(but could be a whole lot more thankful if it had
an identical twin upstairs).

I'm thankful for my friends, in so many differ-
ent circles, at work, at play, in volunteer groups
and at church.

I'm thankful for my 170 year-old home, but a

little less thankful when it comes time to repair

something which involves ripping open a wall.

And I'm thankful for the history and heritage
that my forefathers created in building that home.

I'm thankful for Saturday how-to shows, in
spite of the fact those guys never make a wrong
cut or drill a hole in the wrong place.

I'm thankful for rock music, blues, folk music
and Christmas carols.

I'm thankful I'm Canadian, even though I'm
still in a snit about having to pay GST.

I'm thankful for snow, especially when it cov-
ers up the fallen leaves on the lawn, allowing me
to forget about them until spring.

I'm tankfull for spelchekkeers on cumpootors.

And redial on telephones.

And redial on telephones.

I'm thankful for new technology, and the
excitement it creates in the world today.

I'm thankful for John Sleeman’s family busi-
ness, as well as the Irish for still brewing Kilkenny
and Guinness.

I'm thankful for the colors pink and blue, so I
know when to call someone's baby "he" or "she."

And I'm thankful for the many people 1 have
the privilege of entertaining, irritating or
acknowledging on this page, week in, week out.

But most of all, I'm thankful to be alive and
kickin’ with a fairly positive attitude, and able to
offer this greeting to one and all.

Have a happy Thanksgiving.

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)

77

Cook- for-tbe- Cure

*Raffles

*Door Prizes

Breast Cancer Fundraising Dinner
Sunday, October 15, 2006

Doors open at 5:00
Dinner at 6:30
$65.00 per person includes

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
- ROD STEWART IMPERSONATOR

GUEST SPEAKER
- SUSSANNA CZERANKO

*Exquisite 5 course meal

Proceeds going to the Canadian
Breast Cancer Foundation

Kitchen Aid Cook for the Cure
905-877-1708

Acton/Georgetown, rriaay, October o, 2006 7

Employment Resource Centre

Come & celebrate the opening of the

Acton Employment Resource Centre
A program of Links2Care

Thursday, October 12, 2006
2:00 - 6:00 pm

Ribbon Cutting at 4:30 pm
Refreshments will be served.

The Centre provides the following services to people
of Acton and surrounding areas:

Job search and resume preparation
Individual employment assistance
Transferable skills assessments
&

Resume Writing, Interview Preparation
& Job Search Techniques Workshops

This project is funded by the government of Canada

The Regional
Municipality of Halton

Connect With Your Future At The

Job Fair ...

Wednesday, Oct.18, 2006
Burlington Convention Centre
1120 Burloak Drive, Burlington
12 p.m. -5 p.m.
» Access to employers from a variety of industries
* Free resume assessment

« Admission and parking are free
« Come prepared... bring your resumes!

Some of the participating employers include:

AIC Ltd.

Aseco Integrated Systems Ltd.
Best Buy Canada

Tender Choice Foods Inc.
Wal-Mart

Wallace & Carey Inc.

Ippolito Group

Leibherr-Canada Ltd.
TitleServe Inc.

The Home Depot

The Region of Halton
The TDL Group Corp.
Costco Wholesale
Clarica/Sunlife
Financial Services Inc.

* Halton Catholic District
School Board
Cogeco Cable Canada Inc.
Evertz Microsystems Ltd.
Dependable IT
Reunion Island Coffee
Sears Canada

And many more...

For a full listing of employers or for further information please call Halton Region
Income & Employment Services at 1-866-442-5866 ext. 7121.

1151 Bronte Road, Oakville, Ontario L6M 3L1

Tel: 905-825-6000 e Toll Free: 1-866-4HALTON e TTY: 905-827-9833 e www.halton.ca
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