Fire station to be built on Maple Ave.
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The ideal site was the Gary Allan School site
(the old Wrigglesworth School beside the post
office), but the Town could not work ou a deal
with the Halton District School Board, which
owns the land.

“Maple Ave. came down to being the next
best option. The response times are good and
we didn’t have to buy any new land. It wasn't
the best site, but it was pretty darn close,”
Johnson said.

The current fire headquarters is the Town of
Georgetown’s former public works garage and
works yard, and was never designed to be a fire
station. When the fire service moved into that
building in 1977, it was only meant to be a
temporary measure.

“Thirty years later we're still in a temporary
facility, and the building is really getting tired,”
said the fire chief.

Among its failings:

e It has only one operational shower, so
when firefighters return from an incident they
must go home to clean up.

e The roof leaks, so when it rains heavily
computers must be covered in plastic.

¢ Ideally fire stations have their vehicle bays
in the front of the building so vehicles can
leave quickly as possible, but the Maple Ave.
bays are in the back and trucks must pull
around to the front to leave the property.

e There is not enough inside storage for the
fire services equipment and vehicle, and some
have to sit outside subjected to the elements.

e Staff are overcrowded in the building with
some being forced to share desks and equip-
ment.

e The heating system is on the verge of
going, and Meads said only enough dollars
have been put into the building just to keep it

‘Thirty years later
we're still in a
temporary facili-
ty, and the build-
ing is really get-
ting tired.’
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functional.

“We have made do with the building for
many years now,” said Johnson, “delaying con-
struction until we could find the right location.
Now is the time.”

Johnson pointed out the money, under the
Town’s pay-as-you-go strategy, has already
been set-aside in the Town coffers to build
both the headquarters building and the
Georgetown South satellite, eliminating the
need to borrow any money. The satellite will
serve the Georgetown South area of the town
while the Maple Ave. station will continue to
serve as the primary station for Georgetown.

While the fire department already gets high
marks for its service, Johnson said with the
addition of the new headquarters building and
the satellite this service will only improve as
the town grows.

“We’re started down the road, and we'’re
going in the right direction,” said the fire chief,
“and it'll see the town being in a much better
position for fire services protection in the
future.”

(Cynthia Gamble can be reached at
cgamble@independentfreepress.com)

SPRIGGS INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED,

. ? (Your local insurance partner since 1972)
ﬁs’s 8 WESLEYAN STREET, GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO L7G 2E1 #

e Business
Home and Automobile

e Farm
You can count on:

* Easy pay options

We offer quality insurance coverage for your:

¢ Recreational vehicles and watercraft

* Professional client support and advice
offered by dedicated insurance brokers

We represent many of the largest insurance companies in Canada o

FALL S
YOUTH
PROGRAMS
Start: Age 3

Creative Movement,

Jazz, Ballet, Hip Hop

Acton/Georgetown, rriaay, October o, 2006 9

FireGenie™
Remote Control

INSTALL NOW!
Don’t pay until Jan./07

Wood Blower on Union Financial

Call now for your fall
furnace maintenance.

“ APPLEBY SYSTEMS 877-8990

Fireplace, Heating & Air Conditioning Sales & Service

118 Guelph St. Georgetown (at Maple)
Hours: Monday - Friday 9-5; Saturday 11-4; Appointments available after hours upon request

.
lamingo
DANCE STUDIO
SSION Starts Oct
TEEN PROGRAMS
Hip Hop
Jazz

Latin Dance
Fitness Class

10, 2006
ADULT PROGRAMS
Ballroom/Latin &

Latin Jam for Ladies
(Merengue, ChaCha, Rumba,
Samba, Salsa, Belly Dance).
.

Telephone: 905-877-5113
Fax: 905-877-4695

Contact us today for a no-obligation quote:
Toll Free: 1-888-532-8119
Email: georgetownoffice@spriggs.ca

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER

OCTOBER 9, 2006 AT 2:00 PM

Georgetown Christian Reformed Church

11611 Trafalgar Road
_(Across from Halton Hills Work Yards)
\ Come share the abundance!

No one in Halton Hills needs to go

without a festive dinner this holiday!

Please call Henry Dekker 905-873-7275
No Charge.
For a ride call Martin Boomsma

905-877-5843

GEORGETOWN

Information and To Register Call 905-873-0620

CLIP & SAVE 10% DISCOUNT 2

(not in conjunction with any other special)

MEET THE
AUTHOR
& BOOK
SIGNING

oSAT. OCT. 7 - 11 am
at Freckled Lion
56 Main St. S.,

Georgetown

*SAT.NOV. 4 - 11 am
at Coles
Georgetown Market
Place Mall

SAT. DEC. 2 - 11 am
at St. Alban’s Church
Glen Williams

mrowe6@cogeco.ca
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