Power plant to assume Town loan
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He said the Hornby area residents he has spoken to about
the power plant proposal are “happy in comparison to the
first proposal that would have seen a trucking warehouse
facility and 300 to 400 trucks going in front of their house.”

Another Hornby resident, Dr. Richard Kunica, however,
was clearly opposed to the proposal. He said the Town
needs more information and should ask for more time from
the OPA before making a decision. He called for an inde-
pendent environmental study. Kunica said he doesn’t
believe the power plant is prestige industrial.

“We are playing second fiddle to our neighbours in
Mississauga with regards to what is considered prestige
industrial,” said Kunica.

He raised several concerns including the “smoke and
pollutants,” he said would be pouring out of the plant’s
smoke stacks, the fact he believes the company won’t be a
major employer in the area, the effects of increased temper-
atures in the area from the heat generated at the plant, noise
pollution, and the risk of malfunction at the plant.

“I'm concerned we've been sold down the river with regards
to smooth talking developers from TransCanada, in terms of
big business influencing us on what is good for us instead of us
deciding what is good for Halton Hills,” said Kunica.

Leslie Adams of Protect Our Water and Environmental
Resources (POWER) said the organization was looking at
all the power plant proposals and had not yet decided
which one they support.

Gary Ebersberger of Halton Hills Hydro said the utility
endorses the TCE proposal and could see the power plant
resulting in reduced costs for Halton Hills Hydro.

It could provide a location for the utility’s new transformer
sub station and there is the possibility that Halton Hills Hydro
could enter into agreements with TCE to expand its service at
a lower cost, keeping electricity rates lower for customers.

Greflund outlined some benefits to the Town.

He said the power plant would increase revenues to the
town and region including $2 million in development
charges, $1 to $1.5 million a year in municipal taxes, and a
community donation of $250,000.

TCE has also agreed to replace the Town in the Halton
Hills 401 Corridor Landowner’s agreement meaning it will
assume the loan repayment from the Region for the $1.5
million the Town paid the Region in 2005.

He also said TCE would build a sewer collector pipe
along Steeles Ave. at a cost of $400,000 to collect waste-
water from the properties between Fifth and Sixth Lines.

Greflund said the company has taken steps to ensure the
facility conforms and enhances the concept of prestige
industrial development including screening and extensive
mature landscaping.

“There will not be any odor, there will not be a human
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health impact,” said Christine Cinnamon of TCE, who added
the amount of nitrogen oxides coming from the plant would
be comparable to 12 to 15 homes heated by natural gas.

“It (the plant) goes above and beyond in terms of meet-
ing air emissions that are required in this jurisdiction,”
said Cinnamon.

“In balance I think this is a positive thing for the 401
corridor,” said Councillor Jon Hurst. “It has to go some-
where in our area. We're going to gain some fairly substan-
tial benefits with its arrival.”

Councillor Joan Robson said it was a tough decision and
the impact on the residents is her number one concern.

“I would like to see it made as attractive as possible and I
do believe we’'ll be able to talk to the applicant about that,”
said Robson. She said having the facility in Halton Hills
instead of Milton allows the Town to “have a little more say.”

Councillor Bryan Lewis said he believes permitting a
power plant on prestige industrial designated land is “real-
ly, really stretching.” “I can’t say that this actually fits
within the prestige industrial category,” said Lewis, who
did not support the TransCanada proposal.

As part of the recommendation approved by council a letter
of support for the TCE proposal from the mayor will be sent to
the OPA. (Lisa Tallyn can be reached at

ltallyn@independentfreepress.com
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