Clip-clops in the darkness

Recently I was trimming the grass along the
edge of my long laneway at home.

The lane travels through a marshy area, and at
one point crosses the stream with a steel culvert.

Years ago, I wrote about that culvert, how
when I was a little boy, it was a magical culvert
with an equally magical little stream that mean-
dered through it. The frogs jumped around in it
and I floated little boats through it, from one side
of the lane to the other.

But the culvert wasn’t always there.

Originally, a plank bridge crossed that same
stream where the culvert rests today.

According to my grandfather, the plank bridge
was a unique part of our farm. One could hear
clip-clops echoing off the planks, right up to the
house, as a horse and buggy crossed the bridge.

Back then, it was customary for local residents
to take short cuts through neighbours' farms.

Our farm was no exception and travelers from
Georgetown walked through our farm, on a trail
that led from an area around the present day
Georgetown Hospital, west to the old sales barn
on Trafalgar Road, through to the Sixth Line,
clear across three concessions, to the wooded
bush west of the Fourth Line.

And they all had to cross that plank bridge.

The trail ended at the establishment of a boot-
legger, called Meggie (or Maggie) Katz, who oper-
ated an illicit whiskey ‘still’ up in the bush some-
where between the Third and Fourth Lines.

I recall as a little kid, hearing stories of those
early prohibition days from my grandfather.

Gentlemen from Georgetown, (some quite
respectable businessmen apparently) would be
found on the back lane of our farm on a Sunday
morning, propped up against a tree, sleeping off
the effects of Meggie Katz' booze.

My grandfather lived by himself in those days,
since both his parents were dead and his older
brother was married and lived on a neighbouring
farm. He hadn't yet married my grandmother.

He spent his evenings in the big old farm-
house, (the same house in which I live today)

passing the nights, reading by the light of an oil

lamp, or simply going to bed.

He told stories that put the hair up on the back
of my neck, about noises on the old plank bridge.

You see, at the same time Meggie Katz was
plying her trade in the nearby bush, there were
"gypsies" in the area (his words).

And apparently they weren't very trustworthy.

It seems local farmers had problems losing
grain from the granaries in their barns during the
night, and if a shovel or ax was left out, it'd likely
be gone by morning if gypsies passed through.

As a result, our granary was always padlocked.

My grandfather told of lying in the darkness,
hearing the clip-clop of their ponies' hooves and
the rumble of their buggies and wagons as they
crossed the plank bridge, en route to Katz’ still.

But like ghosts, he never ever saw them.

Today the plank bridge is long gone, and even
the culvert that I played around as a little boy has
been replaced by a newer one.

The old stories still make the rounds. I've
heard variations, all of which get better with time.

And I'm always ready to listen to another.

I also know, when the evening is dark with no
moon, and it's very, very quiet, I can lie in bed—
in the same room in which my grandfather
slept— close my eyes, and imagine I can hear the
distant clip-clop of a pony's hooves on a plank
bridge through the open window, somewhere in
the darkness, down the lane by the marsh.....

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)
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Night School
Course 2006
Instruction by Don Hamilton,
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& = experience and award winning performance.

e|earn the basics of maintenance and care for your small equipment.
*Save $$$ on minor repairs and preventative maintenance.
*Be prepared for each season before it arrives.
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at Adam’s Rental and Repair.
334 Guelph St., Georgetown

Cost $20 per class for 8 weeks, plus manual fee.

Call 905-451-2729 to register.
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Telephone: 905-877-5113
Fax: 905-877-4695

Contact us today for a no-obligation quote:
Toll Free: 1-888-532-8119
Email: georgetownoffice@spriggs.ca
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Register the e-asy way! Online with Reg-e at
ww.haltonhills.ca or by phone with Tele-Reg at
905-873-2498. Family PIN # required.

Triathlon Challenge

Participants alternate between cycling and running
training with swimming every week! 'Wind Trainers'
allow inside cycle training on the spot! Operated in
partnership with Ontario Association of Triathletes.
Participants must bring a bike in perfect working order
and a CSA approved helmet.

Ages 7to14yrs
/) Dates Sun Oct 8 to Dec 10, 2006
Time 12:00 to 2:00 pm

Georgetown Indoor Pool
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Challenge Yourself with Recreation & Parks!
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Space still left in many fall programs!
M ' Y ) For information on all recreation programs,
. | . visit the Town website at www.haltonhills.ca

.. or call the Program Hotline at 905-873-2601, x2275.
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