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JIM ROBINSON
Road Worthy

The 2006 Dodge Charger SRTS8 is not for the faint of
heart.

With its 6.1-litre Hemi V8 boasting 425 hp and 420 b/t
of torque, it packs more punch than any other series pro-
duction Dodge sedan ever made and that includes its rip-
snorting muscle car namesake.

The original Charger was launched in 1964 and grew in
power and straight-line performance every year until the
"QOil Crisis" or 1973 snuffed out 400 hp, five-mpg cars
almost overnight.

Where the 2006 Charger SRT8 is light years ahead isn't
just in the go-power, but in the handling. Because it's based
on a Mercedes-Benz C-class chassis, the suspension and ride
quality make for a full-size sedan that can glide downtown at
rush hour, take four in comfort across the province but with
hubris spitting power just a tap of the gas pedal away.

SRT stands for Street and Racing Technology and it is
the in-house tuner arm of DaimlerChrysler. SRT is populat-
ed by a bunch of car crazy engineers who have put their
hands to just about everything in the Dodge and Chrysler
model lineup to come up with some outrageous con-
veyances like the Dodge Ram SRT10, a pickup truck with a
hopped up version of the 10-cylinder engine used in the
mighty Dodge Viper supercar.

For the SRTS, they start with a Hemi V8 powered
Charger (which is pretty potent in its own right). Out goes
the standard 5.7-litre Hemi and in goes a 6.1 Hemi V8, but
it's a Hemi with a difference. The intake and exhaust mani-
folds are changed. For instance, the exhaust goes from a
2.5-inch diameter header to 2.75 inches. Besides the
increase in displacement, the hemispherical (thus the
engine's name) combustion chamber is redesigned and the
compression is raised from 9.9:1 to 10.3:1. For this, the
block is reinforced and oil squirters cool the pistons, plus
the oil pan has been modified for a high rate of return.

Power is sent from the five-speed Auto/Stick transmis-
sion with manual shift mode through a heavy-duty, four-
flange drive shaft to the independent rear end.

The already competent suspension gets new springs with
changed rates, special SRT-tuned shocks, and large-diame-
ter sway bars and, lastly, the ride height is lowered by one-
half inch.

Tires are Goodyear Fls on 20-inch alloy wheels. The
brakes are huge. At the front are 360 mm (14.2 in) ventilated
discs with four-piston Brembo calipers. At the rear are 350
mm (13.8 in) vented discs again with four-piston Brembos.

The 20-inch wheels are a dead giveaway this isn't your
garden variety Charger but sealing the deal is a prominent
scoop grafted into the hood.

Inside, it is hard to miss the 300 km/h (180 mph) speedo
and the beefy, bolstered sports seats with SRT8 logo and
suede inserts to hold you in. In terms of safety, it's equipped
with advanced multi-stage airbags, anti-lock brakes and
Electronic Stability Control (ESP).

Equipped to deal with the best Germany has to offer, the
Charger SRTS is surprisingly inexpensive at $44,790. There
are three different option packages offering things like a
navigation system, UConnect hands-free communications
system with Bluetooth, heated front seats and side airbags
and chrome-plated alloys like my tester which had a sticker
price of $50,345.

Turn the key on the SRT8 and it comes to life with no
drama despite the rather high compression ratio. Touch,
just touch, the gas pedal and the rear tires bite and propel
the car forward. In a matter of a few feet, you are already at
the street speed limit. As wide as the tires are, and despite
the firmness of the suspension, there is no rock-hard, jolt-
ing ride which was one of the huge downsides of owning a
1970s muscle car. Given the source of the platform, it's not
surprising the ride is like a Mercedes-Benz.

Hit the on-ramp and give it a whiff of gas and the SRT8
accelerates with a purpose. You can tromp the gas, but why
bother?

According to Dodge, the SRT8 hits 100 km/h from rest
in about five seconds, 0-100-0 mph in about 16 seconds and
will brake from 100 km/h in about 110 feet.

And according to the government the SRT8 Charger has
a fuel consumption rate of 16.51/100 km city, 10.9L/100
km highway. Premium fuel is recommended but it won't
void the warranty if you use regular from time to time.
Considering all the stresses inside that engine, using premi-
um all the time is probably the prudent course.

When you drive the SRT8 Charger, you tend to drive at
or near the speed limit. It's easy to go fast; but in this car,
laying back brings a kind of satisfaction because only the
wheels, hood scoop and 3.5-inch chrome exhaust tips hint
that this is real sleeper.

It can be a grocery getter, and long-distance tourer, or a
fearsome competitor all in one.
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Doage lets the SRT do the ta k/ng with its most potent sedan

The 2006 Dodge Charger SRTS8 is the fastest production Dodge sedan ever built. The only things giving away
what lurks under the foot are the 20-inch wheels and the prominent hood scoop.
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2006 Civic 2006 Ridgeline
On 2006 Civic

NOW WITH 0
i P Q% | $75(0 68

J X
MOTOR TREND \
CIVIC SepAN OR COUPE DX Carof theVear 2006 | |

An award-winning revolutionary redesign: more
cutting-edge technology, more performance,
more features, more driving fun.

LEASE FOR LEASE APR

218¢5.9"

PERMONTH EDAN/S2,694 DOWN COUPE
FREIGHT & PDE INCLUDED. TAXES EXTRA
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

$16,980 SEDAN/$17,180 COUPE MSRP* Civic Sedan DX model FA1526EX

CIVIC SEDAN OR COUPE LX

Pure driving comfort and convenience, coupled

with robust engineering, inside and out.
LEASE FOR LEASE APR

248¢5.9”

PERMONTH

FREIGHT & PDE INCLUDED. TAXES EXTRA

- $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT
Civic Coupe LX model FG1166E $20,430 SEDAN/$20,780 COUPE MSRP*

On EVERY 2006 Pilot & Odyssey

PURCHASE 1 90/0 FREE GAS :
FINANCING s FOR AYE AR

ODYSSEY 1x

Quadruple 5-star safety protects your family from all sides.
Take all your precious cargo even further with excellent

fuel economy and innovative storage solutions.
LEASE FOR LEASE APR

*388¢4.9”

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS 0.A.C. WITH $5,692 DOWN
FREIGHT & PDE INCLUDED. TAXES EXTRA

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT Odyssey LX model RL3826E

$33,200 MSRP*
PILOT 1x

The best fuel economy of any 8 passenger SUV
plus b-star safety and a powerful 3.5L engine.

Take the whole gang the whole way.
LEASE FOR LEASE APR

*41862.9"

PERMONTH FOR 48 MONTHS 0.AC. WITH %448 DOWN

Pilot LX model YF1816E FREIGHT & PDE INCLUDED. TAXES EXTRA

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT
$39,400 MSRP*

Honda offers one of the most fuel efficient line-ups of vehicles.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO

Ontario Honda Dealers LOCATE YOUR NEAREST DEALER VISIT:
HE SMARTER way T0 BUY. www.hondaontario.com

Lease and finance offers are from Honda Canada Finance Inc., on approved credit. Based on a 2006 Civic Sedan DX, model FA1526 EX / 2006 Civic Coupe DX, model FG1126E / 2006 Civic Sedan LX, model FA1556EX / 2006 Civic Coupe LX, model FG1166E / 2006 Odyssey LX, model RL3826E /
2006 Pilot LX, model YF1816E . Lease for 60 / 48 months at $218.00 / $218.00 / $247.99 / $248.00 / 388.00 / $417.99 per month plus applicable taxes with 120,000 km / 96,000 km allowance (12¢/km exceeding allowance). $2,418.00 / $2,694.00 / $3,406.00 / $3,819.00 / $5,692.00 / $6,448.00

down payment or equivalent trade acceptable to dealer. Initiation payment of $3,083.40 / $3,497.78 / $4,254.09 / $4,729.05 / $6,931.20 / $7,827.23 includes down payment, first monthly payment, security deposit of $0, freight and P.D.E. and taxes. Total freight and P.D.E. is $1,225.00 on Civic /
rate of 5.9%; Odyssey 4.9%; Pilot 2.9%. 13.9% (*1.9%) purchase financing is available on in-stock 2006 Civics excluding Hybrid and Si. (*Odysseys and Pilots) for up to 36 months. Representative finance example based on a 2006 Civic Sedan DX, model FA1526EX (*2006 Odyssey LX, model RL3826E):

$16,980.00 (*$33,200.00) at 3.9% (*1.9%) per annum equals $500.56 (*$949.48) per month based on a 36-month term. C.0.B. is $1,040.25 (*$981.28) for a total obligation of $18,020.25 (*$34,181.28). Offers valid from September 1st, 2006 through September 30th, 2006 at participating dealers
only. See participating dealer for details. ¥$750.00 Gas Card offer available on in-stock 2006 Civics, excluding Hybrid and Si. A Free Gas For A Year offer equates to $2,360.00 on 2006 Odysseys, $2,691.00 on 2006 Pilots. Fuel cost amount is fixed and has been determined as follows using 2006

EnerGuide ratings: a) estimate of annual fuel consumption is based on 2006 Odyssey with 3.5L engine and automatic transmission / 2006 Pilot with 3.5L engine and automatic transmission driving a distance of 20,000 km with a mix of 55% city driving and 45% highway driving. A detailed calculation
of annual litres used is available at www.vehicles.gc.ca b) fuel cost estimate is $1.103 per litre which is the Canadian national 4-week average cost of fuel up to the week of July 31st, 2006. Maximum amount available is $2,365.00 on Odyssey / $2,700.00 on Pilot. Offers subject to change by

$1,455.00 on Odyssey and Pilot. Total lease obligation is $17,667.72 / $17,955.42 / $20,845.36 / $21,316.86 / $27,720.24 / $30,223.13. Option to purchase at lease end for $5,943.00 / $5,841.20 / $7,150.50 / $7,065.20 / $14,608.00 / $17,336.00 plus taxes. Civic lease calculated with interest
manufacturer at any time. May not be combined with any other promotion. TMSRP does not include freight and P.D.E. of $1,225.00 on Civic, $1,455.00 on Odyssey and Pilot. Taxes extra. Dealer may sell/lease for less. See dealer for 2006 EnerGuide or visit vehicles.gc.ca. Visit safercar.gov for details.
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