
*Based on an MSRP of $29,495/$27,895 on 2006 Sedona LX (SD7526)/2006 Sorento LX MT (SR55X6) with annual purchase financing interest rate of 0.0%/0.9%. Purchase financing interest rate of
0.0% on Sedona LX only available if financed through the Bank of Nova Scotia. Purchase financing interest rate is 1.9% on Sedona LX if not financed through the Bank of Nova Scotia. Monthly payment
is $304/$299 for 60 months, amortized over an 84-month period with $3,950/$3,550 down payment. Estimated remaining principal balance of $7,298/$7,113 plus applicable taxes due at end of 60-month
period. MSRPs and purchase financing offers exclude delivery and destination of $1,395/$1,395. Licence, registration, insurance, delivery and destination, dealer administration fees and taxes are not
included, unless otherwise stated. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Prices subject to change without notice. **“Don’t pay until 2007” purchase financing, available on approved credit (OAC).
Example: $10,000 at 0.0% purchase financing per annum for 4 months, monthly payment is $0, cost of borrowing for the 4 months is $0 and total owing after 4 months is still $10,000. After 4 months,
$10,000 financed at 1.1% equals $213.05 per month for 48 months; C.O.B. is $226.40. For “Don’t pay until 2007” purchase financing, 1.1% will be added to the applicable interest rate. Available on new
2006 and 2007 Kia models. See your local participating Kia dealership for full details. §0% purchase financing is available for a maximum of 36/48/60 months on selected new 2006 Kia models and up
to 48 months on 2007 Magentis. Purchase financing example: $10,000 at 0.0% purchase financing equals $278 per month for 36 months; C.O.B. is $0 for a total obligation of $10,000. Offer varies
depending on vehicle model. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed, the term and down payment/trade. Other lease and finance options available. Certain
restrictions may apply. ✦Use regular unleaded fuel (242 HP @ 6,000 RPM/torque 251 lb. ft. @ 3,500 RPM). For maximum power, use premium unleaded fuel (244 HP @ 6,000 RPM/torque 253 lb. ft. @
3,500 RPM). Please refer to owner’s manual for details. †Featured models are not exactly as illustrated. Images contain available accessories. ††NHTSA (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration)
test results. Visit www.nhtsa.dot.gov/ncap for full details. ✧2006 Sedona awarded 5-star crash test rating by the NHTSA and the Gold Top Safety Pick by the Insurance Institute of Highway Safety. Visit
www.nhtsa.dot.gov/ncap or www.iihs.org for full details. >Fuel consumption for 2006 Sedona LX (SD7526) is 32.1 mpg (8.8 L/100 km)/2006 Sorento LX MT (SR55X6) is 26.4 mpg (10.7 L/100 km) Highway.
These estimates are based on the Government of Canada’s approved criteria and testing methods. The actual fuel consumption of these vehicles may vary. Refer to the Government of Canada
publication EnerGuide Fuel Consumption Guide. Kia’s “Worry-Free Comprehensive” warranty covers most vehicle components against defects under normal use and maintenance conditions. Price,
availability and specifications are subject to changes without notice. Information in this advertisement is believed to be accurate at the time of print. KIA is a trademark of Kia Motors Corporation.

On all in-stock 2006 models and 2007 Magentis.
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Visit kia.ca
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2006 SEDONA

• 3.8 L V6, 244 hp✦, CVVT engine • 5-speed automatic  • Fold-away rear seats 

• Tri-zone climate control • Cruise control • 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS

2006 SORENTO
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND -- OFFER EXTENDED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30TH!

There’s 
no safer 
minivan.††✧

5-STAR CRASH
TEST RATING††

• Front & side curtain airbags • Cruise control  • Air conditioning • Fog lamps

• Power windows & door locks • Heated front wipers & power mirrors

Georgetown Kia
314 Guelph Street, Georgetown, ON  (905) 877-7818

Ask anyone under 25 what kind of car they want and
chances are it will be a compact coupe with tens of thou-
sands of dollars in aftermarket parts.

The people who own these "tuner" cars take great care in
building them and even greater pride in owning them.

The carmakers have started to realize, that instead of sup-
plying a base upon which these people can build, it's smarter,
(and more profitable), to build their own factory tuner cars.

Honda has certainly seen the light as has Chevrolet
which now offers a supercharged coupe version of the pop-
ular Cobalt. Called the SS Supercharged Coupe (SS-SC), the
"SS" stands for Super Sport that is a Chevy moniker that
goes back to the 1960s and it has been traditionally applied
to its most formidable performance cars. 

While the Cobalt is available with a base 2.2-litre, four-
cylinder engine producing 145 hp and 155 lb/ft of torque,
the two SS versions are mechanically quite different. The SS
coupe and sedan have a 2.4-litre, four-cylinder this time
with variable valve timing to produce 171 hp and 163 lb/ft
of torque driving the front wheels with either a standard
five-speed manual transmission made by Getrag (the same
people who supply manuals to BMW) or an optional four-
speed automatic.

And then there is the SS Supercharge Coupe as tested
here. It comes with yet another four-cylinder, but this time
a 2.0-litre unit beefed up to take a huge supercharger
mounted transversely at the nose of the car and producing
205 hp and 200 lb/ft of torque. There is one transmission, a
five-speed manual that is strengthened to take the wallop of
power that can rocket the SS-SC forward from rest if you're
not judicious when letting in the clutch.

Brakes are upgraded on both SS versions from discs/drums
front/rear on the standard Cobalt to four-wheel discs with
ABS. While the SS gets a sport-tuned suspension it is beefed
up even further on the SS-SC. Wheels are increased to 18-
inch on special five-blade alloy rims with a set of high perfor-
mance tires, in the case of my tester, Pirelli P-Zeros which are
just about as high performance as you can get.

The resulting suspension is very stiff. With fat rubber
and a rock-solid chassis that are definitely tuned for brisk
handling this coupe is surprisingly nimble and is easy to
point into any corner. 

The front spoiler is lowered with fog lamps while the
rear valance panel is also lowered to compliment the
dropped down rocker panels along the sides. And then
there is the rear wing that is as functional as it is dramatic.

To make this wing work, it had to be lifted clear of the
rear deck and out of the "dirty" air cascading and swirling
over the roof. As you start to increase speed, you can see the
wing start to flex, such is the effectiveness of the downforce
created. The downside is that the wing runs directly across
the line of sight and partially blocks rearward vision.

For the base price of $24,195, the SS-SC comes with a
host of things you might not expect in a car in this category
like air conditioning, cruise control, titanium faced gauges,
power locks/windows/mirrors, satin-nickel instrument
panel and leather-wrapped steering wheel with audio con-
trols. And then there are a few things you might not expect
like the Pioneer 228-watt audio system with a great, honk-
ing 10-inch sub-woofer mounted in the trunk. 

My tester had one option, the Recaro Performance
Package. At $2,365 it consists of leather sports seats made
by Recaro, one of the world's leaders, in automotive perfor-
mance seating. The Recaros grip the driver like at catcher's
mitt. It's not like simply being plunked down between a set
of thigh-high bolsters. The seats allow complete freedom of
movement while being supportive at the same time.

Once seated, the core instruments are placed directly in
front of the driver's eyes with a little boost gauge sunk into
the A-pillar to the left. The boost gauge is small with lots of
plus and minus gradient marks on the face. You have to
have good eyesight to read it and the red pointer darts up
and down depending on the load. It's entertaining but a bit
too out of the direct line of sight ahead where, in a car like
this, attention is demanded.

It's more important to keep an eye on the tach, however.
Once the supercharger starts doing its thing, the tach needle
swings up the redline quickly. Similarly, you better watch
the speedo as 100 km/h is achieved within metres under full
boost when joining traffic from an on-ramp.

Fitted out in Rally Yellow (as tested) or Victory Red, the
SS-SC is sure to attract the attention of the police as well as
the public. It also acts as a magnet to "tuner" car owners
who come buzzing up looking for a little highway tussle.
Respect the first and ignore the latter and the SS-SC can be
an enjoyable ride.

Chevy gets in tune
with the tuner craze

JIM ROBINSON
Road Worthy

Chevrolet has built a pock-
et-rocket tuner car of its
own in the 2006 Cobalt SS
Supercharged Coupe that
comes with a model-specific
supercharged engine with
an audio system to match.
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