Use four winter tires, not two
for better traction in bad weather

Can you imagine wearing one boot
and one flip flop outside on a cold
winter’s day? Of course not. But did
you know it’s just as crucial to outfit
all four of your vehicle’s wheels with
proper winter tires too?

Michelin-certified Alliance Tire
Professionals dealers provide some
helpful facts about winter tires that
will help keep you safe on the roads
this season.

Control & Stability— Winter tires
provide more control and stability on
ice and snow, and in cold weather in
general. The softer rubber compound
of winter tires can perform in tempera-
tures as cold as -40C before hardening,
where the rubber of an all-season tire
starts to harden at temperatures of -7C.

Mixing Tires— Mixing and match-
ing may work with your wardrobe, but
not with your tires. Mixing tires with
different tread patterns, internal con-
structions and sizes degrades the sta-
bility of the vehicle. When faced with a
snowy situation, each tire will react
differently— one tire may over-steer
while another may under-steer - caus-
ing the vehicle to lose control. For
maximum control over ice and snow,
ensure that all four of your winter tires
are identical.

“Not only can mixing tires degrade
the stability of your vehicle, but it
affects your tread wear too,” says
Andrew Gorman, Dufferin Motors &
Tires, Alliance Tire Professionals.

“As the tread on a tire wears, the

tire has less traction and therefore con-
trol over your vehicle. If all-season
tires are used year-round, the tread
will wear down faster. Since winter
tires are to be used during the winter
season only, there is less wear and tear
on both sets of tires.”

Tire Technology: The tire technolo-
gy of winter tires versus all-season
tires is very different. In addition to
the differences in the rubber com-
pounds mentioned above, winter tires
also have tread patterns and sipes
(small grooves that cross larger tread
blocks) designed specifically to push
water aside and dig down through
snow to the road surface, maximizing
your ability to start, turn and stop. It’s
important to note that tires marked
with the pictograph of a peaked moun-
tain with a snowflake meet the Rubber
Association of Canada’s snow traction
performance requirements.

Once you have your four identical
winter tires installed on your vehicle,
don’t forget to properly maintain them.
Checking your tire pressure is just as
important in the winter as it is in the
summer.

For every five degree drop in tem-
perature, your tire loses an average of
one pound of air. Proper inflation will
prolong the life of your tire and
improve fuel efficiency.

Air pressure should be checked
monthly, especially after the first frost.

—News Canada
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Bring in this coupon and receive:
e Up to 5 litres of oil
e New oil filter
e Check and top up all fluids including brake fluid, transmission fluid,
power steering fluid, radiator antifreeze
e Visual inspection of belts, hoses, cooling system and electrical systems

PLUS RECEIVE FOR ONLY
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B FREE tire balance
for information, products, services,
online appt. bookings & more

¥, FREE front end suspension check.
g * FREE anti-freeze test
@ ¢ FREE brake inspection

» Computer Analysis
¢ Exhaust
* Tune-Ups
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* Suspension Service

* Air Conditioning
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* Electrical

TURNERAUTOMOTIVECARE.com
20 Armstrong Ave., Georgetown

* New Car Maintenance
(near Mountainview Rd. N)

905-877-8731 email: tservice@on.aibn.com
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¢ Transmission & Service
*Tires

* All General Repairs

* Emission Diagnosis

* Lube, Oil & Filter

* Diesel

* ABS

» Safety Checks

* Cooling Systems
* Fuel Injection
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**The Dixie Auto Group is giving away $10,000, must purchase a new or used vehicle to qualify. *Bi-weekly payments based on 84 months @ 8.9% financing with absolutely $0 down. Ex-daily rentals.
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