
OPINION

Sometimes the best ideas are the simplest, and
that could very well be true of the provincial gov-
ernment’s plan to recycle bottles purchased at
LCBO outlets.

While his plan was short on vital details,
Premier Dalton McGuinty announced Sunday that,
beginning in February,  deposits will be charged on
alcohol containers bought at the LCBO. The bottles
would then have to be returned to Beer Stores.

Under the plan, 80 million LCBO bottles that
currently end up in landfills would be recycled. 

According to Ontario environmental commis-
sioner Gord Miller, only 20 per cent of LCBO bot-
tles are recycled because many bottles break in the
recycling process, mixing coloured and clear glass
and therefore making the glass unusable for recy-
cling. No bottles are refilled.

The new plan, however, would see consumers
return LCBO bottles to Beer Stores for a refund (an
amount McGuinty failed to reveal as well as how
much extra consumers will have to pay) while Beer
Store staff will sort the bottles.

Earlier this summer, the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario, urged the Province to
impose a deposit-return system on bottles because
of the high cost for municipalities to run their Blue
Box systems. Currently, Ontario and Manitoba are
the only provinces without extensive bottle-return
systems.

The Beer Store has an impressive 98 per cent
recovery rate for returnable bottles and a 90 per
cent rate for aluminum cans. One can’t help but
wonder if Beer Stores can do so well at bottle
returns, why can’t the LCBO?

As every municipality in Ontario struggles to try
and cope with over-burdened landfills and find
ways to deal with ever-increasing waste, it is imper-
ative that everyone try to be part of the solution.

That includes the LCBO.

LCBO should
get on board
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor,
I’d like to respond to Ted

Chudleigh’s column,“Electoral
reform a tricky issue” of Sept. 6. 

Yes, I agree “this is serious
stuff”. And it’s overdue there is an
outcry that majority governments
in Ontario can be formed with
minority votes.

That the British Columbia refer-
endum was narrowly rejected, was
NOT due to the desire of the pub-
lic— 58 per cent wanted the
reform— but it was due to the
unfair threshold of 60 per cent
“super majority” votes set by the
B.C. government. 

Mr. Chudleigh’s statement that
“most successful jurisdictions in
the world subscribe to our current
system” needs some substantiating.
Since the Canadian system is quite
unlike any other system I know,
give some examples please.

Mr. Chudleigh states further,
“Coalitions are required to govern.
These alliances between parties are
bought and paid for with taxpayers’
money.” How are they being
bought, may I ask? He should
explain what he’s alluding to. At
least with a coalition, a single party
cannot squander money like has
been demonstrated in the recent
past.

When he says, “We should
change the way the business of par-
liament in Ontario is conducted...”,
I wish he would please explain
what he’s alluding to? 

It seems to be dependent on the
governing party how ‘business’ is
conducted.

“Cynicism and distrust of the
political process” has always been
and will always remain. What is
asked for, is to be fairly heard as a
voter.

If I share an opinion with 58 per
cent of the public, how can it be
that I’m not heard? 

“How (does) the system function
once they are elected”, you ask? 

Once elected, politicians should
stand behind their promises! With
a coalition government, internal
party politics are less prominent
and thus politicians can deviate
from the party’s stance, if it war-
rants a politician’s electors’ opin-
ion.

“Requiring a second approval
through referendum is prudent.” 

Since a referendum can be called
any time, I see no need to jump the
gun and require one up front.
You’re not requiring a bill, once
made into law, to go through par-
liament again are you? Then why
would you request it for a reform?

“Those campaigning for office
are reluctant to take a position on
proportional representation for fear
of alienating voters.” 

Could it be, they are reluctant
due to party politics?

It’s only fair to know a represen-
tative’s view, like for any other
issue. If I vote for someone, I want
to know his stand on all issues of

importance to me.
I concur with his final remark:

“It will be interesting to see what
the citizens’ panel recommends.
Then the real debate will begin.”

For more information readers
are encouraged to visit the follow-
ing sites:

www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca
www.fairvote.ca

Chris Klomp,
Georgetown

Reader rebuts MPP’s reform column
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6 Acton/Georgetown, Friday, September 15, 2006 

Dear editor,
As the summer ends, we are

faced with a municipal election just
over the horizon. 

One difference is that Joyce
Savoline our Regional Chair, will
not be seeking re-election and I
would like to take this opportunity
to personally thank her for her con-
tributions to Halton. She will be
missed! 

I wish to congratulate her on
some of her recent work, such as
the support for the energy from
waste (EFW) and the campus pro-
posals.  She continues to work hard
for our region right to the end.
EFW will be a legacy that she has
left us, and what a way to go out in
style.

Thanks Joyce.  

Erik Kowal, 
Hornby

Retiring region chair
will be sorely missed



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


