CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

More than a year ago the Town of Halton
Hills lobbied the provincial government to
implement a bottle return system on drink
containers, and this week, the Premier has
finally listened.

Premier Dalton McGuinty announced a
plan on Sunday to charge deposits on alcohol
containers bought at the LCBO that would be
redeemed at Beer Stores beginning February
1, 2007. The goal is to reduce the amount of
bottles in Blue Box recycling program and/or
garbage dumps, and subsequently, the cost to
municipalities to deal with.

Wards 1&2 Regional Councillor Clark
Somerville, a member of the Town’s Litter-
Free Task Force called this a victory for
municipalities, in an interview Monday.

“And it’s a big victory for the environ-
ment,” he added.

In January 2005, Halton Hills council
endorsed Somerville’s resolution to petition
the Ontario government to implement a sys-
tem of deposit returns for all metal, glass and
plastic beverage containers. The Town also
requested the use of reusable plastic drink
containers be mandated and a system of

deposit returns for Tetra Paks be considered.

To date, 82 Ontario municipalities have
endorsed Halton Hills’s resolution, and the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario
(AMO) also picked up the cause.

Wishing that the Ontario government had
gone further, Somerville said, “Hopefully it’s
just a start. This is stage one of the victory.”

Somerville explained while the LCBO pays
$50 million a year to Ontario government as a
10 cent environment levy on bottles, only $5
million of that goes the Ontario Recycling
Council to assist municipalities’ Blue Box pro-
gram. That results in local taxpayers footing the
bill to dispose of these items, either through
recycling methods or directly to the landfill.

He said soda pop and water bottlers and
Tetra Pak makers should be taking more
financial responsibility for the disposal of its
products. “We should also be doing more
about over-packaging.”

“Anything that can be done to extend the
life of the landfill is a good thing,” he said.
“Even it if it extended by a year, it could save
Halton taxpayers millions of dollars.”

The new program is expected to divert 80
million LCBO bottles— many of those collect-
ed from the Blue Box program— from Ontario
landfills.
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Town’s lobbying for bottle return plan pays off

The recycling of glass, especially coloured
or broken glass, is costly for municipalities,
according to AMO. After collecting, munici-
palities must then incur extra costs to send the
materials, often to low-end markets such as
for use in the manufacturing of asphalt, con-
crete or fiberglass insulation. The cash gener-
ated for the municipality isn’t enough to even
cover the original cost of recycling.

Under the provincial plan Beer Store staff
will sort the returned LCBO bottles making
them more saleable even if they are broken.

Ontario and Manitoba are the only
Canadian provinces not to have a return-
deposit system on its liquor and wine bottles.
“We are so far behind other jurisdictions,”
Somerville pointed out.

According to the province’s Environmental
Commissioner Gord Miller, one-third of bot-
tles bought at LCBO stores end up in garbage
dumps, along with half the plastic and alu-
minum containers and 75 per cent of Tetra
Paks.

The LCBO store has 600 stores and sells
600 million bottles of liquor a year generating
more than $900 million profit for the Ontario
government. The Beer Store has 441 outlets
and gets a 98 per cent return on its bottles.

—With files from Torstar News Service
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Adamson Spa and Salon

I would like to thank all of my
dedicated clientele for their
ongoing support, and invite you to
visit me at my new salon.
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Activity & Motion Clinic

Chiropractic Care « Massage Therapy « Personal Fitness Training

116 Guelph St. (of Maple Ave.)
fel: 905-702-1072  fox: 905-702-1073
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SPORT BIKES 905-873-9084
Marlboro 110cc 4sp  $1399 New Clients Welcome
R1 110cc 4sp $-899
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QUADS
Beaver 50cc 4 sp $’999
Coyote 110cc cvt  $1999
Yeti 250cc cvt  $3799
DIRT BIKE

Duster 110cc 4 sp $-999 Classes with Fitness Trainer Specialist Liz Montag

Starting week of September 18th for 5 weeks and are 60 minutes long
Small groups, strength & cardio, challenging the core & improving overall fitness
Day time, evening and Saturday classes.

Stroll n” Stride - walk & workout with baby

Kids On the Move - dass for parent & chid

Teens Fun and Fit - for girls 11-15yrs
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Choose an insurance
company that doesn’t
play games.

As a customer, you should come
first. That may sound obvious but
some insurance companies care
more about their shareholders than
their customers. We’re different in
that we concentrate on the things
that matter to you: competitive rates
and 24 hour claims assistance.
You know you can trust CAA for safer
roads and driver programs, why not
trust us for your auto & property
insurance too?

It’s your move.

Get a no-obligation quote today.
Call Paul Anderson, your local

CAA agent at (905) 702-9663
or come by the office at

374 Guelph St., Georgetown.
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Come in & check
out what made us
Halton Hills Favourite

atlantisathletics.com

BELLY DANCING CLASSES
IVMiondays 9 am to 10 am

$20.00 for 3 classes
or *10.00 per class.

Altantis Membership Not Required

232 Guelph St., Georgetown (Hwy. #7 & Mountainview) ® 905-877-0771
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