
*Plus applicable taxes, freight, PDI, administration fee, gas tax, air tax, etc.

✔ 2.3L 155 HP
✔ Auto
✔ Air Conditioning
✔ AM/FM/CD/MP3 Player
✔ Power Door Locks
✔ Power Mirrors

✔ Power Steering
✔ Power Windows
✔ Front & Side Air Bags
✔ 6 Way Adjustable

Drivers Seat
✔ Engine Block Heater

$14,499*
2006 AERIO SE CASH PRICE
ONLY
4 LEFT

$22,999*
CASH PRICE

2006 GRAND VITARA JA
✔ 2.7L V6 185 HP

✔ 3000 lbs. tow cap.

✔ 6 air bags

✔ CD/MP3

✔ Cruise control

✔ PW, PL & keyless entry

✔ Power mirrors

✔ AWD

✔ Traction control

✔ Electronic stability control

✔ ABS

✔ 6 way adj. dr. seat

✔ Split folding rear seats

✔ Tilt steering

✔ And much more

$19,999*
CASH PRICE

2006 XL7 JX PLUS
✔ Auto
✔ Air Conditioning
✔ 2.7L V6 185 HP
✔ 3000 lbs. tow cap.
✔ 7 pass.
✔ Climate control
✔ CD
✔ Cruise control
✔ Power windows & locks
✔ Power heated mirrors

✔ 4 wheel drive
✔ 4 wheel ABS
✔ Tinted windows
✔ Alloy wheels
✔ Halogen headlights
✔ Split folding rear seats
✔ Heated front seats
✔ Tilt steering
✔ Keyless entry
✔ And much more

✔ 2.3L, 155 hp

✔ Automatic transmission

✔ Air conditioning

✔ Front & side airbags

✔ Anti-lock brakes with
EBD

✔ Keyless entry

✔ Power locks

✔ Power windows

✔ Power heated mirrors

✔ Cruise control

✔ C/D MP3 player, 
6-speakers

✔ Tilt steering

✔ 6-way adjustable driver’s
seat

✔ Alloy wheels

✔ Skirt Package

✔ Engine block heater

✔ And much more

$15,499 **
2006 AERIO SEDAN CASH PRICE
ONLY
4 LEFT

$19,999*

$22,999*

$14,499*

$15,499 **
JLX Leather model shown

JLX Plus Leather model shown

ONLY
1 LEFT

ONLY
1 LEFT

OF BRAMPTON
We’ve gone                 !!!

0% Financing up to 72 months!!!
We’ve gone                 !!!

0% Financing up to 72 months!!!

OF BRAMPTON
WE’RE LOCATED IN THE BRAMPTON AUTO MALL,

ON CANAM CRESCENT AT VAN KIRK DRIVE

PHONE THE SUZUKI HOTLINE

905-459-0190
www.suzukiofbrampton.ca
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MONT TREMBLANT, QUE.—The
Rabbit is back!

As is so often the case these days in the
automotive world, manufacturers like to
recycle popular names from the past and the
latest to do so is Volkswagen with the
rebirth of its iconic Rabbit model.

Now in dealer showrooms, the Rabbit is
seen as an important element in
Volkswagen’s attempt to grab a larger share
of the ever-growing compact market in
Canada.

And it's coming "none too soon," says
John White, executive vice-president of
Volkswagen Canada, which has been experi-
encing an upsurge in sales to date this year
with an increase of 12.5 per cent at the end
of May. The new Rabbit gives Volkswagen
dealers a well-known model name to add to
their sales arsenal to compete head-to-head
with segment leaders Honda Civic and
Mazda3.

Lest you think we're talking small pota-
toes here, the Honda Civic sold 68,494 units
last year and the Mazda3 had sales of 50,713
units.

While the Rabbit is a new car to Canada
and the United States, it's been on sale in
Europe for a couple of years now under the
Golf name. It's actually the fifth-generation
Golf , which has become VW's best-selling
model ever with total sales topping 25 mil-
lion worldwide. Hard to believe when you
think about the sales of the old Beetle,

which may well be the most recognizable
car in the world.

Canadian dealers have been selling the
fourth-generation Golfs here as 2006 mod-
els, but the supply of gasoline versions has
nearly been depleted. Meanwhile, 2006
diesel Golfs will still be available until the
spring of next year.

So why bring back the Rabbit?
"We believe we can be more creative

with the Rabbit name... we can have some
fun with it," said White, noting that initial
feedback from those who have seen and dri-
ven the car is overwhelmingly positive.

Volkswagen Canada had projected sales
of 4,500 Rabbits by year-end, but those fig-
ures may have to be increased upwards if
initial demand is any indication.

"We might have a super car on our hands
if it takes off," said White.

Pricing is the key in this segment and
Volkswagen is being

very aggressive with the Rabbit. The
three-door hatchback starts at an attractive
$19,990, while the five-door hatch begins at
$20,990.

The only engine offered on the Rabbit is
the peppy 2.5L five-cylinder powerplant
currently in the Jetta. It has 150 horsepower
and 170 lb.-ft. of torque. This engine is built
in Mexico and shipped to Germany where
the Rabbit is assembled. A five-speed manu-
al transmission is standard with a six-speed
automatic with Tiptronic optional.

A low starting point, however, doesn't
mean much if most common features are
priced as options. That's not the case here. 

The Rabbit jumps into the marketplace
with an impressive list of standard fare
including, air conditioning with Climatic
semi-automatic regulation, power win-
dows/door locks/heated mirrors, cruise con-
trol, driver's seat with height adjustment,
60/40 split rear seat, single in-dash CD play-
er, electro-mechanical steering, ABS brakes,
driver/passenger front and side airbags,
alarm with immobilizer, illuminated vanity
mirrors and crash active head restraints.

The five door adds eight-way adjustable
driver and passenger seats, upgraded seat
trim, adjustable centre armrest with storage
box, upgraded centre console, rear seat arm-
rest with pass-through and body-coloured
side moulding and bumperettes.

For automatic add $1,400, while 16-inch
alloy wheels set you back $565 and a cold
weather package (heated front seats and
washer nozzles) is $205 and a power sun-
roof with upgraded map lights is $1,400.

Other options include Electronic
Stabilization Program at $450 and rear side
airbags (five-door only) also at $450.

During a brief ride and drive along some
twisty roads in the Mont Tremblant area, the
new Rabbit handled everything with ease.

This is a bigger car than the current Golf
and one I'm sure will attract many drivers at
the taller end of the scale. I hit the 6-foot
mark and my co-driver mentioned that there
was an amazing amount of headroom above
me with my seat at the lowest height posi-
tion. Similarly, leg room is outstanding.
With the passenger seat all the way back I
could barely touch the front of the floor-
board.

Cargo volume is also impressive, better
than both the Civic and Mazda3 competi-
tors, according to Volkswagen.

The dashboard layout is simple with all
knobs and switches within easy reach. They

Volkswagen pulls a new
Rabbit out of its hat

LORNE DRURY
Special to The IFP

The 2007 Volkswagen Rabbit will be aggressively priced, starting at $19,990 for the
three-door hatchback and $20,990 for the five-door hatch.

See RABBIT, pg. 10
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