
OPINION
For 164 days the residents of Caledonia have had their

lives turned upside down. They have seen their peaceful
little town become a battleground, their economy bat-
tered, infrastructure vandalized and neighbours pitted
against one another.

While the ongoing native land dispute continues to
simmer, we can only wonder how much longer Premier
Dalton McGuinty’s government intends to let this unten-
able situation carry on. 

That also appears to be the question that Ontario
Superior Court Justice David Marshall was asking this
week when he ruled negotiations with the native protesters
must cease until the protesters move off the housing devel-
opment site they have illegally occupied since Feb. 28.
Marshall had previously ruled the protesters must leave the
site and wondered why those orders had been ignored.

“The court has been patient, but the court cannot turn
a blind eye to blatant contempt of the court’s lawful
order,” said Marshall.

The McGuinty government, however, suggests more
negotiations are necessary, and Wednesday provincial and
federal government representatives announced they are
appealing Marshall’s decision.

“Let’s not lose ground as a result of this ruling,” said
McGuinty, who has yet to visit the site. 

Lose ground? The Liberals’ decision to bring in former
premier David Peterson to bring both sides to the negoti-
ating table may have allowed for a brief cooling off peri-
od, but this standoff appears to have no end in sight. The
government also set a dangerous precedent for future dis-
putes with its purchase of the disputed land from the
developer.

Conservative Leader John Tory is right when he says,
“the rule of law must prevail in Caledonia.”

With the memories of Oka and Ipperwash still fresh, it
is understandable the Liberals want to move cautiously in
the Caledonia standoff. However, when the courts have
ruled— repeatedly— that the protest must end it is the
responsibility of the government to act. No group in soci-
ety— no matter how wronged they may have been in the
past— can stand above the law.

The natives’ claims should be a matter left to the courts
of this land— a land of which the natives are a part.
Asssurances must be given that they will have their day in
court, but  their protest must end now.

The residents of Caledonia have been caught in a fight
that wasn’t theirs. The premier, and the prime minister, owe
it to those people to have their lives returned to normal. 

What about the law?
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor,
I am 11 years old. Three years ago

I decided to grow my hair for Angels
Hair For Kids. 

I did not know it would take me
three years when I started to grow
my hair. It seemed like a very long
time, but finally it was time to cut
my hair and I was nervous about it. 

I went to Comfortable Elegance
Hair Loft and Spa and Sonya
Northeast cut my hair and along
with Peggy Rawlings helped me relax
and be less nervous about it. 

Once it was all over it felt good to
be helping others and helping them
feel better.  

I hope this encourages other peo-
ple to do the same thing because if
we all can help it makes life easier for

people in need.
My Nana took me door-to-door to

get donations to send in with my
hair. People were very generous and
we were thankful. We collected
$409.85 to send with my hair to help
pay for wigs.  The money order is

from Darian Jones-Bellman— my
name change came through after I
had got the money order it is now
Darian Henderson-Bellman.

Darian Henderson-Bellman
Georgetown

Youngster helps others by cutting hair
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Dear editor,
As our school grows, so does the

generosity of this tremendous commu-
nity. Once again, we owe a big round
of applause to the businesses and ser-
vice clubs of Georgetown. 

On June 21, Gary Allan High
School’s alternative educational pro-
grams, the Secondary Teen Education
(STEP) and Teen Education and
Mother Program (TEAM) celebrated
its fourth annual graduation ceremony
with 14 graduates. Just as important,
we recognized the dedication of the
students for earning as many credits as
they did (more than 500), as well as
providing awards for excellence in sub-
ject areas, dedication and attendance.

We also celebrated another first:

Johnson Associates Realty provided
our graduates, who are moving onto a
post-secondary education, with schol-
arships. Johnson Associates joins
Georgetown’s Rotary and Lions Clubs
which also provide aid to our gradu-
ates in post-secondary pursuits. This
was also the first year for one of our
students to win the Ontario Secondary
Schools Teachers’ Federation Student
of Distinction Award.

We also wish to thank the many
businesses and groups who made the
graduation ceremony such a rewarding
event.

Our community is very generous
and students and staff alike are very
grateful.

Brenda Ginn, Gary Allan High School

School has reason to celebrate

Dear editor,
This summer, go to see An

Inconvenient Truth, the scary docu-
mentary by Al Gore.

When you go home, decide what
you can do to realistically afford to
move toward a carbon-free future. It
can be as cheap and simple as screw-
ing in one energy-efficient light bulb
or as complex and expensive as
installing a solar energy system in
your house. Then do it.

Your children’s lives depend on it.
Joan Cornfield,

Georgetown

Gore documentary
gets two thumbs up

Dear editor,
On behalf of my parents, I would

like to express my sincere gratitude
to Mr. Neil Young and the staff at
Young’s Pharmacy for assisting my
mother at an accident scene in a
downtown Georgetown parking lot.  

The care he and his staff gave

helped to comfort my mother while
waiting for the ambulance. I would
also like to thank the paramedics,
police and the doctors and nurses at
our local hospital. A situation like
this reminds us all that we live in a
community full of caring people!

Caroline de Groot, Brampton

Pharmacy staff and others thanked for help
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