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Pests can be a nightmare for urban homeowners

the insulation and structure of the house.
Mice and bat droppings can also cause
health issues for the homeowner.

Some of the more common types of
building damage caused by animals
include:

e Shingle deterioration can occur if
animals continually walk across a roof or
if persistent bird excrement is present.

Raccoons can actually
tear shingles off a

While moving to the suburbs may
seem like utopia for those who have
spent their life in high density urban
areas, many homeowners are unaware of
some of the pitfalls.

Many suburban housing developments
are located next to natural areas that
tend to be habitat for wildlife such as
raccoons, mice and birds.

Throughout the day and night many
ofthese animals will make their

Following pest removal, compressed
insulation should be carefully "fluffed"
or in some cases retrofitted with addi-
tional insulation, to restore/improve
energy efficiency in this area.

AmeriSpec Home Inspection Service,
founded in 1987, is a recognized indus-

try leader, and is currently doing an aver-
age of 150,000 inspections each year.

For additional information, call
AmeriSpec Home Inspection Service, 360
Guelph Street, Suites 49 and 5 Georgetown,
905-838-3000, jbrookfield@amerispec.net
www.amerispec.net/lma

Health and safety consequences

way into residential
neigbourhoods
looking for food

or shelter.
With that
comes the

potential for

roof to gain
attic access;
other animals
access attics by
damaging
soffit/fascia or roof
vents.

below.

Several health and safety concerns
associated with pests are summarized

of having pests invade your home

arresters should be installed at the peak
of all chimney flues to prevent pest entry
and chimneys should be inspected annu-

In addition, resultant water
entry into a home through very
small openings caused by pest
intrusion can cause many problems rang-
ing from cosmetic damage to interior fin-
ishes to wood rot of structural framing, if
moisture persists for extended periods of
time.

e Significant structural damage. Wood
boring insects such as termites, powder
post beetles, or carpenter ants can cause
significant damage to wood structures in
a home. Unfortunately, this damage is
often hidden behind walls and is not
detected for a long period of time and
after pest infestation has occurred.

e Damage to attic insulation. Larger
animals such as raccoons compress insu-
lation when rummaging about in an attic,
in some cases to 25% of the original
thickness. This greatly reduces the air
spaces in the insulation materials and
makes the insulation less effective.

damage to homes.

Jeffrey Brookfield,
of AmeriSpec Home Inspection
Service in Georgetown, Ontario sees
more and more of this issue as families
look to live near nature.

"People have to understand that they
must coexist with the natural environ-
ment, but at the same time take precau-
tions to prevent damage to their homes,"
he said.

"We see many instances of mice and
bird activity in attics, primarily the result
of improper flashings and sealing of
openings around the exterior of the
house. Many of the actions required by
the homeowner are minor in cost, but it
takes some time to visually inspect your
property at least once a year to look for
possible areas of entry by pests."

Not only is the thought of having
pests in your attic unnerving, but birds,
bats and mice can cause destruction to

YOUR REGIONS

e Mice and other rodents can chew
through electrical wire sheathing and
pests sometimes build nests or hives in
electrical panels, creating a potential
electrical safety issue that may be a
shock hazard or cause a fire.

This emphasizes the importance of
responding quickly to control/remove
pests at the first sign of pest activity in a
home. Licensed electricians should also
be consulted if repairs to electrical sys-
tems are required.

e Bird or rodent nests built in chim-
ney/exhaust flues can go unnoticed
through the summer, but when colder
fall nights arrive, the nests can prevent
proper venting and cause combustion
gases from appliances to back up into
the home, causing harmful exhaust gases
(such as carbon monoxide) to enter the
home.

To enhance safety, proper spark

ally by a qualified contractor to ensure
there are no blockages in the chimney.

e Certain bird and bat feces can grow
a fungus that is toxic and causes a dis-
ease called histoplasmosis, a potentially
serious illness. If bird/bat feces are pre-
sent in an attic, it should be left undis-
turbed or removed by a qualified con-
tractor who will have protective clothing
and who will be able to dispose of the
waste safely and properly.

 Holes that are created when an ani-
mal enters a building often create path-
ways for moisture to enter into a build-
ings attic, walls, etc. The moisture may
be concealed and unable to dry for long
periods of time.

This environment is ideal for mould
growth, which could potentially be a
health concern, especially if residents
have mould allergies.

ERIN - $386,000

ERIN VILLAGE, ONE ACRE $509,000

AL

This handsome 3 bedroom bungalow (1st time
on the market) is a fine example of a well
cared for home. Move right in and enjoy both
\1905)877_5211 the inside, the private and treed outside...oh
and the really big insulated (with storage loft)
18008345514 garage too! Fully finished, bright and sunny
basement with walkout to backyard. Move to

N@ Erin and enjoy a lifestyle you thought only

REAL ESTATE  eXxisted on “Leave it to Beaver’ re-runs.

\CENTRE wmLs#x940861

*Sales Rep.

You will find this lovely 4 bdrm, executive home (with
a self-contained Nanny Suite) in that quiet village
neighbourhood you have been searching for! It is
country chic and ready for even your very picky stan-
dards. Hardwood floors throughout, big and open
rooms, (approx. 3000 sq. ft.). Designed beautifully to
meet the needs of a busy professional family lifestyle.

The backyard is, perfect for play and entertaining. /

ALLAN o]\
MORGAN . . O AVAILAB

*Sales Rep Bungalow with double car garage! lkea
(ELEXXBLNLE kitchen with island, built-in appliances and
skylight. Open concept liv/din rm area with

® plank flooring. Basement has fireplace and 2
REAL ESTATE ¢ washroom. Call Allan Morgan* now!

\_CENTRE -388.835-1045

= 16000 s.f. with 2600 s.f. a/c offices
T Gutap Well maintained, lots of natural light-
Rashaenodl ing, 12 ft clear, radiant heat, 600

1-888-833-194 . .
5?%?385%?20%65 amp, 1 dock level, 1 drive in.

N4 Available immediately. $6.50 s.f. incl
TMI. Tenant pays utilities.

REAL ESTATE

\_CENTRE

NEW LISTING
HALTON HILLS

INDUSTRIAL PARK

Fully serviced industri-
al lots from one to fifty
acres on rail. 10 min-
utes to 401

~

e -

STMENT OPPORTUNITY
“The Old Chocolate Factory” ~ Rockwood 3000 s.f.
commercial plus 12 residential apartments, work

60% complete. Potential $140,000 net income.

$550,000 as is.

/
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