Public school board okays budgets...

TIM WHITNELL
Special to The IFP

The Halton District School Board
passed its operating and capital bud-
gets for 2006-07 with relative ease
Monday.

Eight of the 11 school board
trustees were present for the special
meeting and unanimously accepted
board staff’'s recommendation of a
$359.4 million operating budget and
$21.4 million capital projects budget
for a total budget for the next school
year of $380.8 million, a $22.1-mil-
lion-increase over the 2005-06 total
budget.

Notable in the 2006-07 budget is
the board agreed to dip into its spe-
cial education reserve fund for $1.12
million to meet upcoming program
requirements for special needs stu-
dents.

In addition, the board also used its
remaining capital reserve fund of
$1.54 million in order to balance the
capital portion of the budget.

As well, a debt of $2 million in

operating the Centre For Skills
Development and Training and the
Halton Learning Foundation—
board-operated career work-
force/training and school program
fundraising groups respectively— is
expected to be managed through five
payments of $400,000 annually. The
board approved the first repayment
in the new budget.

Trustees also gave approval to a
report from the board of directors of
the Halton Learning Foundation. It
called for forgiveness of its current
debt and attaining the goal of moving
from a 1:1 ratio of attracting
fundraising dollars to HLF costs to at
least a 3:1 ratio in the near future.

Other issues of interest trustees
wanted clarification on before voting
on the budget included the costs to
the board of vandalism and the rea-
son for adding learning coaches to
schools.

A total of $1.1 million was in the
‘05-06 budget to cover vandalism to
school property; the same amount
was budgeted for 2006-07.

Another budget item that caught
the eye of trustees was the addition
of $350,000 for five learning coaches.
The individuals will work in schools
with teachers to provide on-site pro-
fessional development and mentoring
programs.

Education Director Wayne Joudrie
told trustees the learning coaches
would be at the elementary level and
concentrate on helping high-needs
pupils, such as those who are achiev-
ing below Level 3, the provincial
standard, on Ontario-wide reading,
writing and math tests.

Joudrie announced that the
Ministry of Education had given
approval to Ontario’s school boards
to add two Professional Activity Days
to the 2006-07 school year calendar.

The additional PA Days for ele-
mentary and secondary teachers
gives school boards six. The extra
dates will be Friday, Nov. 3, and
Friday, April 27, 2007. The other
dates are Oct. 6, Dec. 8, Feb. 2 and
June 29.

...and so does Halton Catholic board

HOWARD MOZELL
Special to The IFP

The Halton Catholic District School
Board has approved its budget esti-
mates for 2006/2007.

At last week’s board meeting,
trustees voted in favour of the $222
million submission to the Ministry of
Education. The operating expenditure
estimates of $205.4 million and capital
expenditures of $16.6 million have
been matched with revenue projec-
tions to produce a balanced budget for
the next academic year.

Superintendent of Business Services
and Treasurer Paul McMahon charac-
terized it as a “status quo, compliance
budget” and one that saw its fair share
of challenges, a sentiment with which
Director of Education Lou Piovesan
agrees.

“In order to achieve a balanced
2006/2007 budget it was necessary to
use the remainder of the monies in the
Special Education and Classroom
Reserve Funds,” said Piovesan.
“However, despite the ongoing budget
challenges, we were able to achieve a
balanced budget without making cuts
in any of the Board’s operational areas.”

The overall increase in enrolment
projected by the Board for the
2006/2007 school year and the staffing
requirements are reflected in the bud-
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get, which provides for an increase in
classroom spending of approximately
4.9 per cent.

In addition this
year, the province
has recognized the
variance between the
amounts set in the
funding allocation
and the actual exp-
enses of school
boards across Ont-
ario, and has taken a
first step towards
realigning the two.

Another important aspect of this
budget is the continuation of the
Primary Class Size Reduction initiative,
now in its third year. This has resulted
in approximately $1.3 million in addi-
tional funding for 2006/2007, which is

Lou
PIOVESAN

being allocated to meet the Ministry’s
requirement to reduce the average
class size for the primary grades
(Junior Kindergarten to Grade 3)
down to a ratio of 20:1 for the
2007/2008 school year.

In addition, the Ministry has recog-
nized the escalating increase in utilities
and school operation costs and has
provided additional grant funding to
address these needs. However, this
additional funding is not sufficient to
match the increased costs of utilities
actually experienced by the Board.

With such future challenges in
store, McMahon cautioned that despite
balancing the budget this time around,
the Board will be “looking at a tight
year” for 2007/2008— the final year of
the four-year teacher salary framework
agreements.

Tab for parking fines increase

The Town of Halton Hills has
changed its set fines for parking
infractions.

Set fines refer to out-of-court settle-
ment for minor offences. The last time
the set fines were changed occurred in
1992, and staff recommended the fines
increase to bring them more in line
with other municipalities.

The fines will increase about $10
or $20 more than the current ones.
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To learn

more about
cystic fibrosis,
put one of these
in your mouth
and breathe.

Now that you
know more about
cystic fibrogis,
won't you please help?

LO-) Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
1-800-378-CCFF
www.cysticfibrosis.ca

For example, the fine for parking on a
sidewalk will increase from $20 to
$30 or obstructing snow removal
while parked will increase from $30
to $50.

The penalty for parking in a desig-
nated disabled person parking space
was also changed from a proposed
$500 to $350, because the Attorney
General Office’s would not allow the
higher amount.
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[raffic, parking bylaws amended

Halton Hills council recently approved 70 amend-
ments in 34 locations around town to the Town’s traffic

and parking control regul

ations bylaw. They include

parking restrictions and speed reductions as well as sig-

nage in new subdivisions.

Georgetown

Alliance Church

Sunday Worship*

at 10:00 am
*Nursery & Jr. Worship for Children

www.agrowingfamily.org.
290 Main St. (S. of Maple)
905-873-0249

\ c DAE
St. George's Anglican Church

Summer Sunday Worship
8:00 am, 9:30 am '

Maple Avenue Bapist Church

Summer Schedule
10:30 am Worship Hour
Weekly events for all ages.
“Where Friends become Family”

905-873-9211
177 Maple Ave., Georgetown

email: mabc@mahc.ca

v

(Nursery Care available at 9:30 am)
Thursday Worship
10:00 am
60 Guelph Street, Georgetown  905-877-8044
WWw.s georgesgeorgetown com

' St. Alban's
Anglican Church

8:00 a.m. Said Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist
Nursery & Children’s Worship

905-877-8323
537 Main St., Glen Williams
Pastor: The Rev.Grahame Stap ()

KNOX
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

a Time for Fellowship
& Friendship

www.aztec-net.com/~KPC

SUNDAY WORSHIP IN JULY 10:00 AM (Nursery Services Provided)

REV. GERALD RENNIE

116 Main St. South
Georgetown, ON
(905) 877-7585

Service Dial-In:
(905) 702-1629

v

11611 Trafalgar Road (north of Maple

GEORGETOWN CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

welcomes you!
Lead Pastor: Rev. Ga? vanLeeuwen
Associate Pastor: Rev. Te
Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am & 6:00 pm

d. 5. Bootsma

www.saintalban.ca
0l
o

905-877-4322

Avenue)

www.gcrc.on.ca

Service & Su

NORVAL Presbyterian Church

nday School

CHURCH CLOSED FOR JULY

499 Guelph St., Norval, Ont.

“All are Welcome”

www.norvalpres.ca <http://www.norvalpres.ca>

ULL GOSPE],
o N 710 Miyy, T, o
(Affiliated with World Christianship Ministries) -

A Life changing ministry

N

ALL WELCOME Su
PASTOR ANDREW G. PATO

(519) 853-5657

“But seek ye first the ki
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

BALLINAFAD COMMUNITY CENTRE downstairs

&

ingdom of God, and his

nday Worship 11a.m.
N (COUNSELLING AVAILABLE)

‘-, @ Helping our

community live Life!

Sunday 10 am

A ﬁ‘h;ﬂ The Gathering A
' The Ch1urch at The Gellert

0241 8th Line

905-873-LIFE(5433)
www.thegathering.ca

Sunday Worship 10:00am
Nursery & Superchurch for Kids!
13619 HWY 7 West

Tel. 905-873-9652 Website: www.georgetownchrisianfellowship.com

GEORGETOWN

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Pastor: David Tapley
Youth Pastor: Kevin McKee

We re a friendly family
church with
contemporary music &
practical life-changing
teaching from the Bible.

The Salvation Army

Georgetown Community Church _

We're Casual, Family Friendly,
0 Everything starts @

(905) 877-1374 271 Mountainview Rd. S.

Exciting & Relevant )
10:30 am

Immanuel Lutheran Church

The Church of the Lutheran Hour

We are not ashamed of

the Gopsel of Christ.

Sunday Si

ervices

. IL - 9:00am Bible Study & Children Singing oS KZN\
4= T 10:00 am Divine Service & Sunday School
I 100 Mountainview Rd. South, Georgetown \
) Pastor Gerson Flor (905) 877-1172
Prayer Group H
being formed. To Advert’ sé
Oratory Services . .
every Sunday In thls
The Reformed feature call

’:’ Catholic Church

wwuw.parishoftheholyfamily.com
Lay Minister Kelly
905-702-0675

(e

905-873-0301 E\:
ext. 232
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