A ‘decisive moment’ In time

I tidied up my desk last week and after moving
an old envelop a few times, I decided to open it. I
knew by the stamp on the envelop that it was an
aerial photograph of my farm, taken years ago by
someone who had boarded a small airplane and
photographed working farms in the area.

Those guys were quite common back then—
they’d fly over and shoot a bunch of farms in the
area and then drop by the farm a few days later to
see if they could sell some aerials of the property.

Usually, my dad would politely say he wasn’t
interested, but on this one occasion, I guess the
guy caught him at a weak moment.. He bought a
print of the farm— a detailed study in greens and
browns of the Brown farm taken from 1,000 feet.

My mother had written the year 1975 on the
back of it, but after I did some thinking, and stud-
ied the details of the print, I realized that was
impossible— it had to be 1976. The summer of
1976, to be exact— probably right about this
same time of the year.

I must admit, it’s almost spooky to study a
photograph of something so familiar as my life-
long home, frozen in time 30 years ago. The one
thing that told me it wasn’t 1975, was one of our
two silos. It was already standing— that same silo
wasn'’t built until the fall of 1975.

I could see the photo was taken in summer. 1
could actually see the freshly cut hay fields, the
brown stubble showing through, and the bright
red mower-conditioner was parked in one field.

Around the barn was the large paddock where
40 dairy cattle lay basking in the sun, and the small
field around the farmhouse showed a dozen young
cattle grazing on the grass in the fenced area. That
same area is now lawn, while the paddock is now
part of a much larger hay field. There were apple
trees where there are none today, and the driveway
up to the barn was a well-worn gravel road, kept
bare by the wheels of the milk truck, which picked

up every other day. Today, it’s a grassy driveway.

The barns look the same and the old stone
milk house hasn’t changed a bit. Even the little
frame henhouse is the same as it was 30 years ago.

But I think the most obvious thing staring me
in the face was there was no evidence of my par-
ents’ house, not a trace of it at all. That house
was built during the summer of 1977, which also
confirmed the fact the photo was taken in 1976.

When one talks about 1976, it seems like only a few
years ago (to people my age anyway.) But if you really
think about it being 30 years ago— almost one-third of
a century— the perspective changes dramatically.

As T looked at the photo, the expression "the
decisive moment" came to mind. The phrase,
coined by 1930s French photojournalist Henri
Cartier-Bresson, was used to explain how he wait-
ed for all elements to come together at one precise
instant, to visually freeze that moment in time.

And sometime, in the summer of 1976, all the
elements did come together in the viewfinder of a
camera in the hands of a photographer in some
small engine airplane, to freeze that moment.

The proof of Cartier-Bresson’s theory was in
my hand. The cattle are long gone, the buildings
have endured countless hot summer days since
that moment, and many cold winter ones as well.

And time marches on, until another photogra-
pher freezes another ‘decisive moment’ in time.

(Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com)
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89 Mountainview Rd. S., Georgetown

Call Alison at 905-873-9661 to pre-register
before August 9. Space is Limited to 100.

Son Treasure Island

Vacation
Bible School

August 14-18 9 am - Noon
St. Andrew’s United Church

Ages 4-10 Cost is Free

METMILLAN'S

801&&0&06 SFrorvon SFoods

OPEN SAT. -WED. 9 am

= 6 pm, THURS. & FRI. 9 am -

8 pm

HWY. 7, | MILE WEST OF ACTON
519-853-0311 * (800)-387-4039° www.macmillans.ca

COOKIE DOUGH

DEAL...

BUY | COOKIE OR MUFFIN
BATTER AT REGULAR
PRICE & RECEIVE A
FREE TUB OF
SCOTTISH, SHORTBREAD
COOKIE DOUGH.

*LIMIT 2 PER CUSTOMER*
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

CATCH OF THE DAY...

SALMON
LOINS
4 X 4 OZ. $6095

(Reg. $9.95)

TILAPIA, PERCH & B.C. SNAPPER
ALSO AVAILABLE!

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER...

PEAMEAL

BACON ROASTS
$6.95 i

SLICED PEAMEAL BACON
ALSO AVAILABLE!

| *ALL ASSORTED FLOWERS 20% OFF REG. PRICE#

KIDS FAVOURITE...

KRINKLE CUT
FRENCH FIRES
5 Ibs. $2.95

(Reg. $4.50)

SPICY WEDGES
ALSO AVAILABLE!

SENIORS 10% OFF EVERY WEDNESDAY (REG. PRICED MERCHANDISE)
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“IT’S WORTH THE DRIVETO ACTON”

SERVING
ACTON & AREA
FOR OVER 20 YEARS!

SPECIALS FROM: July 6 to July I19th

|
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905-873-1999

GEORGETOWN'S)
xr CINEMAS
235 GUELPH STREET |

Rejuvenate Yourself

We can help you refresh your look
The Premier Laser Centre in Peel Region

Now is the perfect time to refresh your apEearance $0 Piou can look
great all throughout the season. Our professional skilled team of
Physicians, Nutses and Laser skin care specialists can help you.

y A

Friday 6:30 p.m. & 9:20 p.m.
Saturday 2:00, 6:30 & 9:20 p.m.
Sunday 2:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Monday thru Thursday 7:30 p.m
Violence - Frightening Scenes

0 PRATES OF THE CARBBEAN

> Leg and Facial Vein Removal 40% ors

TII"'

Friday 6:30 p.m. & 9:20 p.m.

Sunday 2:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Violence

© SUPERMAN

Saturday 2:00, 6:30 & 9:20 p.m.
Monday thru Thursday 7:30 p.m.

> Laser Hair Removal Laser Hair Pack
" > Laser Tattoo Removal a:ﬁe; Ex:':“;:l mal?es
q > Botox, Restylane and Perlang“ g L LT
o > Sclerotherapy and Vein Surgery
ot > Photofacials, Microdermabrasion and Skin Rejuvenation
L > Skin Care-Obagi, Skinceuticals, Vivier & Skin Medica
b The look you want. m
1 The care you deserve | \
e
Come meet our highly <= @)
qualified team:

”

Dr. A. Malik,

19 CLick

Sat. & Sun. 2:00 p.m.

Daily 6:45 p.m. & 9:00 p.m.

MD, FRCSC, FACS ‘%3“;;
Call for a FREE ."

Consultation

Lotto Centre ~

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE| | {

Georgetown Market Place

Call us at 905-456-9309

www.cinemas3.ca

X  Theatre Parking Available at Rear

36 Vodden St. E ¢ Suite 305, Brampton

www.peellaser.com

QUIT HORSING AROUND!
LET US CREATE THE NEW SMILE YOU DESERVE.

Call us

today.

Gt )ENTURE CLINIC

18 Church Street, Georgetown
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