
GEORGETOWN GARDEN CENTRE

Joe,
Owner & Proprietor

JOE’S BACK!
We are pleased to have our Garden
Centre Open, offering your a great
selection of quality plants, as well as

lawn & garden supplies.
We look forward to seeing you again!

FOR THE
GARDEN

FLOWERS & PLANTS LAWN & GARDEN
SUPPLIES

•Fertilizers •Grass Seed
•Weed & Insect Spray• Hangers

•Flowering Plants 
•Annuals  & Perennials

•Finished Accent Planters

• Vibrant Colours 
• Huge Selection

Top Soil

199
BAG

25 litres

140 GUELPH ST.  
(The former Georgetown Fruit Market bldg.)  905-877-8882

Prices subject to change

All Annual
Box Plants
99¢

/Box
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Remember the cottage
smoke alarm
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The veggie garden:
Good taste; less waste
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HOME,LAWN & GARDEN
Halton Hills

Community Newspaper

Soccer Field #1 at Trafalgar Sports Park (17 Sideroad
and Trafalgar Road) is the site of a two-year organic turf
management trial. 

The turf trial was approved by Halton Hills council
and will be carried out by the Recreation  and Parks staff
in support of Halton Region’s “Naturally Green” cam-
paign promoting public awareness of alternatives to pesti-
cides. H.O.P.E (Healthy Options for People and the
Environment), a local community group, had brought
forward the idea last December of an organic turf trial
that would focus on the use of natural products and prac-
tices.

Field #1 at the sports park is seen as an excellent loca-
tion for the trial. According to Warren Harris, Manager of
Parks and Open Space for the Town, some of the factors
that resulted in this site being chosen are that it is situat-
ed side-by-side with another field, for ease of comparison,
and it is used by many young people, providing educa-
tional opportunities for both kids and parents. The trial is
being undertaken without any increase to the core operat-
ing budget.

Earlier this month, the field was marked with a large
“Naturally Green” banner, on loan from the Region. As
the turf trial continues, signage about products and meth-
ods used will also be posted on site.  

Christine Upton, president of H.O.P.E., is delighted to
see the project get under way.

“We’re looking forward to working in conjunction
with the Town on this trial,” she said.

So, what will it mean for the field to be cared for
organically?

• Three aerations of the field during the season, rather
than the standard two

• Top-dressing with a triple-mix in the spring, and a
compost in the fall

• Overseeding done spring and fall, using a hardy,
pest-resistant seed mix specially formulated to stand up
to the beating a busy soccer field takes

• Three applications of organic fertilizer
Parents of children using the field will be glad to know

that the fertilizer being used is 100% plant-based so there
are no chemical fertilizers and no animal-based ingredi-
ents. Organic fertilizers are slow-release, meaning there’s
no chance of causing the fertilizer burn that homeowners
may see if too much high nitrogen fertilizer is applied.

Staff will monitor the cost of materials and staff time
and equipment, together with the success of the turf, to
evaluate whether or not the trial could be extended to
other sites, and if so, at what potential cost. 

For more information about the organic trial call
Christine Upton at 905-877-4414 or e-mail at: healthyop-
tions@sympatico.ca 

Turf trial under way at sports park

Jason Brown of the Town’s Public Works Department explains the benefits of aerating the soccer field to Mayor
Rick Bonnette and Christine Upton of HOPE (Healthy Options for People and the Environment). One of the fields
at the sports park will be part of a two-year organic turf management trial.                                Sumbitted photo

Two-year program
will see use of

organic products
to maintain field
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