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Council to keep Main St. island
but new version will be narrower

LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer

The centre island on downtown Georgetown’s Main
Street will stay.

Halton Hills council voted 10-1 in favour Tuesday of a
design that includes retaining the island, although a sig-
nificantly narrower one than exists now, when the road
between Church and George Sts. is reconstructed early
next year.

The inclusion of the island (four-feet wide instead of
the current eight-feet) is a compromise after the Town
received several opinions on the island from the public
and the downtown business community— many who
wanted it to stay, and many who didn’t.

Last month the Georgetown Business Improvement
Area (BIA) said, since support for keeping the island was
split amongst its members and the majority of the public
wanted it to stay, it supported retaining the island, but
making it narrower so the sidewalks could also be
widened.

Most council members agreed.

“I think that is a solution that’s going to make a lot of
people happy,” said Wards 3/4 Regional Councillor Jane
Fogal.

Ward 3 Councillor Moya Johnson said she was glad
the island was going to be retained.

“The vast majority of people who spoke to me were in
favour of keeping the island,” said Johnson.

“I think the light standards down the middle really do
add something to the look of the town,” said Johnson.

Ward 2 Councillor Mike Davis didn’t support the
inclusion of the centre median.

“I think we would be better to not have the median,
with that expanded sidewalk for the merchants down
there, for the farmers market, for sidewalk sales and for
safety as well,” said Davis.

He said the public “should really have a second look at

this whole idea of the medians” and provide further com-
ment.

Fogal stressed, however, the consultation period on
the island was over.

“Once this report is passed, the island issue is off the
table,” said Fogal.

Davis asked for a recorded vote on the staff report sup-
porting the inclusion of the island in the road design. All
council members, except for Davis, supported it.

Last Wednesday, Chris Mills, the Town’s Manager of
Development Engineering, said the approved design for
the $1.2 million Main St. project “meets a little bit of
everybody’s needs.”

He said the sidewalks on both sides of Main St. will be
two feet wider, and a “key part of the design” is the inclusion
of wider bump-outs or activity nodes at the intersections.

At those locations the sidewalk will jut out almost
seven ft. into the parking area on the street, as parking
isn’t allowed there anyway.

Mills explained those areas will be where the “street
furniture,” such as newspaper boxes, garbage cans,
benches, and trees, etc. can be placed, leaving the side-
walk area more open.

He said, under the design for the street, there will still
be trees and light standards in the centre island.

The roadwork will include the replacement of storm
sewers, catch basins, water mains and sanitary sewers and
the installation of new pavement.

Town staff has to finalize the road design, then focus
on the landscaping and decorative components of the
work to be done.

He said over the next couple of weeks the Town
intends to set up on its website (www.haltonhills.ca) an
information section on the Main St. project so area resi-
dents can be kept informed on its status, and look at
drawings of the design.

(Lisa Tallyn can be reached at
ltallyn@independentfreepress.com)

r—

i

Town council voted 10-1 in favour last week of retain-
ing the Main Street median in downtown Georgetown,
however, the new island will be significantly narrower.
Georgetown BIA members were split over the issue
while most members of the public supported keeping
the island which has been a fixture in the downtown
for decades. Photo by Ted Brown
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Miata lovers unite

Georgetown’s Allen Stiehl (left), of the Trillium Miata
Club, was joined by Halton Hills Mayor Rick Bonnette
for the start of the recent Halton Hilly Hundred Trillium
Miata rally at the Georgetown GO Station. The Miata
owners tour various parts of the country and this
year’'s run featured dozens of Miata buffs from the
Greater Toronto Area. Photo by Sabrina Byrnes
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Region hopes to extend life of landfill site

Continued from pg. 1

* The investigation of technologies
that convert waste into energy.

A report from Commissioner of
Planning and Public Works Peter
Crockett explained that, “The electron-
ics recycling, additional Blue Box mate-
rials and ICI recycling can be addressed
through the next waste collection and
recycling (contract) tender.” The con-
tract expires in January, 2008.

Other initiatives in the strategy
include conducting waste composition
studies, harmonizing waste manage-
ment service levels across the region
and advocating to the provincial gov-
ernment on the promotion of waste
reduction and product stewardship ini-
tiatives.

The strategy also details what’s
under consideration for 2010 and
beyond, such as implementing a ‘user
pay’ waste collection system with bag
limits, using new waste processing
technologies and setting up additional
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drop-off centres for household materi-
als, hazardous materials and large recy-
clables.

Burlington Councillor Jack
Dennison questioned why the user pay
system and bag limits are being put off
to beyond 2010.

Rivers referred back to survey
responses the Region received on waste
management that he said indicated res-
idents want to see Halton reach the 60
per cent waste diversion rate through
current mechanisms and that bringing
in user pay now would be “leap frog-
ging” some other initiatives.

The survey showed only 24 per cent
of residents’ asked in the urban area
supported a user pay system, while 37
per cent in the rural area and 21 per
cent in rural hamlets favoured the con-
cept.

Crockett said staff could report back
on the bag limit issue.

Halton Hills Mayor Rick Bonnette
also questioned why the Region would-
n’'t want to look at reducing the bag

limit to at least four now. The current
limit is six.

Rivers explained changing the limit
now would impact on the current
waste collection contract, noting the
best time to consider the issue would
in the next contract.

Dennison then put forward a
motion calling for the strategy to be
simply received for information and
the document’s recommended pro-
grams be further reviewed and updated
in a further report next spring, but it
was defeated.

The new plan provides an update to
the 1999 Solid Waste Management
Strategy. It was developed by the
Region in co-operation with the joint
municipal/regional waste management
committee.

Achieving that higher waste diver-
sion rate will increase annual diversion
program operating costs from the cur-
rent $21.7 million to $28.5 million.

Halton’s landfill is currently expect-
ed to reach capacity by 2023.
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