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Board blames province for ‘almost impossible’ fiscal bind

KIM ARNOTT
Special to The IFP

The provincial government must step up to the plate
to help the Halton District School Board out of an
“almost impossible” financial bind that board officials
say was created by provincial rules.

“It is an untenable situation,” Steven Parfeniuk, the
board’s superintendent of business told trustees at a
meeting on Wednesday night. “I think we need to make
sure the Ministry (of Education) solves the problems
that it created for us and other school boards in the
province.”

For years, the Halton District School Board, along
with many others across Ontario, complained bitterly
about the funding formula for building new schools.

Imposed by the province, the formula required
boards to either fill, or eliminate vacant class space
before new schools could be built.

It was a formula in Halton that pitted north against
south, and forced the school board to embark on a divi-

‘I think we need to make sure
the Ministry (of Education)
solves the problems that it

created for us and other school

boards in the province.’
—HDSB superintendent of
business Steve Parfeniuk

sive program of closing underutilized schools in areas
like south Burlington and south Oakville, in order to
gain provincial grant money to build new schools in
rapidly-growing areas north of the QEW such as Halton
Hills.

Despite the pain of the process, however, the board
established a plan to rid itself of what was known as
“excess capacity,” so that desperately-needed new

schools could be built.
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SUNMER REGISTRATION

Canada’s Largest Piano Retailer

HUGE PIAND SALE

Living Arts Centre
4141 Living Arts Dr., Mississauga

May 26, 27, 28
Fri 12-9, Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5

Since 1994

Reading | Writing | Math | French | Study Skills

BETTER GRADES ARE
JUST A SUMMER AWAY!

Keep your child’s mind sharp all

summer long with Oxford Learning,

Summer registration now available.
* Preschool  * Grades 1-12
GEORGETOWN @

905-877-3163

www.oxfordlearning.com

rrtrbnls (toll-free)

St or Suces, Lessons for it www.gbtc.com

Great Big Theatre Company

Summer 2006

One-week sessions / Ages 6-14
Performances Every Week!

35 LOCATIONS IN SOUTHWEST ONTARIO
LOCATIONS IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD!

1-866-864-4282

10 Year Warranty
Free first tuning
Free bench
Free delivery

Financing Available. 0.A.C. ‘

‘Home of the Famous Niemeyer Pianos’

New and Used Pianos & Digitals including:
Niemeyer, Kawai, Samick, Yamaha, Young Chang.

For Info Call or Visit: WWW.ianos.ca

1-800-281-1112

PIANOHOUSE BURLINGTON ING.

Tooth Chatter

by

Call Today!

1% Summer Session

sas June 20t! 9

* Qualified Professional Swim Instructors
¢ Small Personal Classes, 1-3 Ratio

* Convenient Scheduling for Multiple Children

Discover the difference!
Call Making Waves Today!

»455- SWIM

ALEX

TRENTON
DENTURIST

MANAGING HARD
TO CHEW FOODS

The first step in managing hard to chew
foods is to make sure your teeth &
dentures are in good condition. If you have
dentures, you should have them checked
each year. Even if you are not having any
specific discomfort, there could be hidden
problems. The teeth on your denture wear
down over the years and become dull.
Some foods might actually be taking you
twice as long to chew, because of dulling
teeth. It is worth the time to visit our
office and make sure your dentures fit
correctly.

If you still find chewing difficult, try
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July 10-14, 1'7-21, 24-28
Build LEGO Robots!
Come visit us at the

E-Mail: gyro.camp@cogeco.ca

GEORGETOWN YOUTH
ROBOTIC ODYSSEY

Summer Camps 2006
Centennial Middle School

Georgetown Market Place Mall, May 28, 2006

changing the method of preparation,
instead of the food. For example, try
roasting, stewing or broiling meat, and
then chop or slice thinly. Use canned or
stewed fruits, or drink fruit & vegetable
juices. Grate cheese or use in sauces and
eat cottage cheese & yogurt. You may find
a blender or food processor helpful when
preparing your food.
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You do not need a referral; simply call our
office direct.

Creating confident smiles since 1982. :5/‘.;\:'3

Alexander Trenton, D.D., F.C.A.D. (A)
Denturist

Call 905-873-8970

Georgetown Denture Clinic,

18 Church Street,

To Advertise in this special feature please call
Michelle Wan at 905-873-0301 ext 237.

Georgetown, Ontario

(905) 877-2359

(Across from the Library and Cultural Centre)
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www.georgetowndentureclinic.com

“The board had a well-conceived plan in place in
2003 to deal with its capital construction needs,”
explained Parfeniuk.

In the midst of that plan, the current Liberal govern-
ment was elected to Queen’s Park, and, in December
2003, declared a moratorium on school closures.

While that helped to save pupil places in older and
established areas south of the highway, it has also left
the board with a funding formula hangover.

Between 1999 and 2006, the board has built nearly
8,000 new pupil places in 13 schools, on the basis of a
plan that would have provided it with the grants to
finance that construction.

But because expected school closures didn’t take
place, the board now has what Parfeniuk calls “a $2.6
million disconnect” between the amount of grants it will
receive and the amount of money it needs to cover the
debt incurred for the construction of those 13 schools.

That disconnect, also described as “stranded debt” by
board financial staff, threatens the board’s ability to
build new schools over the coming few years.

It may even require the board to dip into its opera-
tional funding to help cover the cost of financing its
debt.

Parfeniuk told trustees that the problem is a very
serious one that the board needs to pressure the
province to resolve.

“It’s the stranded debt issue that allows us the ability
to build new schools or not build new schools,” he said,
noting that otherwise, the board will need to funnel cap-
ital grants to cover the cost of paying for existing debt.

If the issue is resolved, the board expects to be in a
position to build up to six new elementary schools in
the next five years.

However, those schools may have to be pared down
versions of the types of elementary schools that have
been built in the board recently.

Provincial funding doesn’t include the cost of added
features like multi-purpose rooms, auditoriums, science
and technology labs and air-conditioning - features the
board has been including in its design of new schools.

“We build an excellent elementary school,” said
Parfeniuk, who admitted the board would have to find a
way to pare back about $1 million in costs from each
new school, in order to finance the construction of six
schools.

The two new elementary schools that the board will
open in September each cost about $9.5 million.

In the near future, Parfeniuk doesn’t see the board
receiving adequate funding to build a new secondary
school, despite demand from some expanding areas in
Halton, including north-east Burlington.

“We are growing in a substantial way at the elemen-
tary panel, but we are not yet seeing growth in a sub-
stantive way at the secondary level,” Parfeniuk said.

Explore the Meaning of Life

Alpha: A practical introduction to Christianity

Acton Course Starts

Wednesday May 24th

George’s Leather

Town Tavern 28 Mill St.
6:30pm till 9pm Dinner, Video and

Discussion
RSVP to 519 853 3234

Sundays 10am

Erin Village

Erin Centre 2000
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