The scent of Persian Wood

We always remember our first love.

I remember mine vividly— even the exact
day I fell hopelessly in love.

It was the Tuesday after Labour Day, 1957,
my first day of school, when I started Grade 1.

At six years of age, a man is somewhat vul-
nerable and falling in love can be sudden, and
the damnedest things will set him off.

I was no exception— her name was Miss
Quinton, and she was my Grade 1 teacher.

Every morning, she’'d stand at the front of
the classroom (which included Grades 1 to 4)
and she’d start the day with “Good morning,
class,” to which we’d all respond “Good morn-
ing, Miss Quinton.”

For some reason however, more often it
came out sounding like ‘Miss Squintin’..

Anyway, 1 was hopelessly smitten with her..
of maybe more specifically, the smell of her.

You see, she wore a perfume that completely
captivated me. It was from Avon, and was
called Persian Wood.

I was becoming a Persian Wood junkie.

As the days of fall turned to winter, and
Christmas loomed in the future, I had to get
more of Miss Squintin’s scent— I approached
my Nana to do some Christmas shopping for
me. [ asked her to buy some Persian Wood per-
fume for me to give my mom for Christmas.

If T couldn’t have Miss Squintin’ I could
damn well have her scent around me.

Nana agreed, not knowing the full reason
behind my request, and I then had my world
permeated with the scent of Persian Wood.

I tell ya, T was in ‘smitten kid heaven’.

At the same time, there was a teenage guy
who worked after school on our farm for my
dad and grandfather. His name was Bert
Benton, and although he was 13 years my
senior, I considered him ‘my big brother’...
matter of fact, I still do.

At age 14, Bert had approached my dad and
grandfather to ask about working after school
and the summer, helping with chores, spring
planting, summer haying and fall harvest,
while learning more and more about farming.

While he was in training, Bert also taught
me a few things out behind the barn I suspect
my father and grandfather weren’t aware of...

Anyway, seems Bert also got a sniff of Miss
Squintin’s scent. And he too was smitten by her
overwhelming perfume. After some prodding
from Dad, Bert caved in and asked her out.

I was crushed— I'd figured Miss Squintin’
was all mine, but if ya gotta lose at love, it ain’t
all bad to lose her to your ‘big brother.’

The Monday morning following their first
date, for some inexplicable reason, when Miss
Squintin’ said “Good morning, class,” a few of
us replied with “Good morning, Mrs. Benton.”

I'm pretty sure she heard it— she blushed.

Anyway, big brother Bert and Miss Squintin’
did indeed marry in 1959, and 1 attended the
wedding. I even went up to the head table and
kissed my Grade 1 teacher (for a dollar from
my dad) as the guests tinkled the glasses.

So Miss Squintin’ became Mrs. Glenda
Benton, and just this week, she was chosen as
Georgetown’s Citizen of the Year for 2006.

I had the honour of sitting down with Miss
Squintin’, a.k.a. Mrs. Benton, now Glenda, as I
interviewed her for the story.

It was a real nice feeling for me.

Bert and Glenda are my through-the-fields
neighbours and my life-long friends, and I'm
very proud of her being honoured in this way.

But one thing still remains.

I can’t get over that smell of Persian Wood...

—Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com

Acton/Georgetown, rriaay, March 31, 2006

&%~ Habitat

for Humanity®
Halton

Site Leaders Needed
For 2006 Georgetown Build

Habitat for Humanity Halton is a volunteer driven organization that builds simple,
decent affordable housing in partnership with qualified, low income families and
partners in the community. We have exciting opportunities for two individuals to play
key volunteer roles in our single family home to be built in Georgetown this spring ......

Site Supervisor -

With general knowledge of most trades involved in single family home construction,
this key volunteer position must have understanding of current building practices and
construction site safety. With the ability to work cooperatively with both experienced
trades and a predominately volunteer workforce of differing skill levels, this individual
will lead on-site efforts to construct the home following approved building plans.

This position requires experience in construction or related skills which may have
been acquired through job training or other practical experience. This is an ideal
opportunity for a recent retiree or other individual who knows how to get the job done.

Project Manager -

Working closely with the Site Supervisor, this project volunteer position plans the
work schedule, orders materials, and generally ensures the day-to-day activities are
proceeding on track.

This position requires experience working with budgetary guidelines and at planning
multi-step projects. A general knowledge of blueprint drawings and home
construction concepts are important.

For more information or to apply please call Deanna Smuk, Volunteer Coordinator,
at 905-637-4446 x103 or email to volunteer@habitathalton.ca

SMOKING

-

\ is it worth it?

Halton Hills Community Support and Information would like to thank everyone who contributed to
the success of our 2006 ‘Champions for Youth’ Gala. The Gala, held on March 4th, raised over
$11,000 for Open Door and Off The Wall Youth Centres

Special thank you’s go out to: our many volunteers; the staff at North Halton Golf & Country Club —
your hospitality and professionalism was, as always, outstanding!; our MC’s Josey Bonnette & Bryan
Lewis — You gave us some laughs, and kept the evening moving along; Brent Cooper & Don Ablett —
Your classic guitar was the perfect addition to the cocktail hour; Rolly Rocker & The Hemi Heads —
You definitely Rock!!!

I
Thank you all!! Someday, yOU,”

be offered a

Lastly, we would like to thank our donors and sponsors of the event, as follows:

RAFFLE SPONSORS: GALA SPONSORS: cigarette or
VIA Rail Canada Dufferin Aggregates be tempted to
Lord Elgin Hotel, downtown Ottawa Gwyn Ramsay
Woodbine & Mohawk Racetrack Rick Byers smoke. Before
Tanner’s Restaurant, Acton you start,

HHCSI Board of Directors
SILENT AUCTION DONATORS

Home Hardware — Georgetown
Inga Lavoie

think about it:
every drag you
take screws up

Acton Soccer Club
Art Gallery of Ontario

Royal Ontario Museum
Ruth Bowes

Aviation International Inc. Isobel Gallant Shelagh Bailey - Avon your bOdy
- Avon Canada Jumbo Video Shopper’s Drug Mart - Acton
urc ase any reg. m’n. pac age Beth Snelgrove LaMontagne Chocolate Smitty’s Family Restaurant .
Black Creek Pioneer Village Laura Secord Sobey’s — Acton Smokmg can
" Blue Springs Spa & Salon Left of Centre Photography Spruce Your Roost cause
and rece’ve 1 WEEK FREE TANNING Canada Post Corp. Lucy’s Seafood Kitchen Stephanie Fournier - USANA
Canadian National Exhibition Mandarin Restaurant Tania Spill permanent
Cogeco Maple Lodge Farms The Bronze Salon & Spa damage to

Conservation Halton

Purchase a gold card plus Cr et

Douglas Black

Margaret Faas - MYC
Marineland
McDonald’s Restaurants
Melanie Dixon

The Glen Oven Bakery

The Harrop Restaurant & Gallery
The Keg Restaurants

The Olde Hide House

your body. Once
a person starts,

- Downtown Spa & Michael Chong, MP The Rude Native Bistro it becomes
and rece’ve FREE MP3 PLA YER Relaxation Centre Mike Holmes — Holmes on The Williams Mill eXtI’emely tOUgh
Emerald Isle Homes Tim Reader to qU|t
Exterior Expressions Mill Street Crossing Toronto Argonauts .
* ’ ’_ * George & Dragon Mr. Sub Toronto Blue Jays Baseball Club And did we
Georgetown Lotto & Info. Booth Mysteriously Yours Dinner Theatre Toronto Lynx Soccer Club 1
1St tan a Ways comp ’menta’.y Georgetown Marketplace Mall National Arts Centre, Ottawa Toronto Marlies Hockey Club mention a7” that
. Georgetown Soccer Club North Halton Golf & Toronto Raprors cash you Il be
Wlth our |OW I’ateS, Clean, ComeTtab|e beds, Georgetown Terminal Warehouse Country Club Town of Halton Hills — Parks & bIowing in the
' H HY H ' H Giant Tiger Ontario Science Centre Recreation Dept.
and convenient location, it's never been easier to maintain a Godfacher’ Pizza Pamela Foy Tuitman' Garden Centre process?
_ Golf North Patricia Daleman — Pampered Chef Two Brits and A Baskert
healthy’ year round 90|den glOW. Gourmet Foodservice Pizza Hut ’ Tyco Fire & Security . .
. Granite Ridge Golf Club Proplastex Industries Vibes Tanning So, if youre
1 1 8 G uel ph St. y U n It 1 - Geo rg etown Hallmax:k - GeoFgetf)xvn Mall Prosperity One \X/al'mar[ ) tempted to
Haltel Communications Inc Red Lobster Whichcraft
Halton Flour Mills Regan Desjardins, Barristers Yo-Yo’s Japanese Restaurant start, ask
9 0 5 - 8 7 3 - 8 6 5 7 Heather’s Bakery Café Ltd & Solicitors Zorro’s Steak and Seafood House you rself,
Home Hardware — Acton Reiner’s

“Is it worth it?”
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