Board deficit could hit $950,000

Provincial help needed to
combat soaring utility costs,
say school board officials

The Halton District School Board’s 2005-06
deficit could be as high as $950,000 due in part,
to rising utility costs.

A staff report recently revealed to trustees
stated the board is looking at a deficit of
between $650,000-$950,000 this year.

Factors impacting the budget include escalat-
ed utility costs, higher than projected payment
of gratuities to retired staff and overruns from
the Halton Learning Foundation and Centre for
Skills Development and Training.

Utility costs for the budget are $500,000
higher than had been projected, significantly
impacting the board’s bottom line. Also, electric-
ity and natural gas rates were each expected to
rise by three per cent. Instead, hydro increased
by six per cent while natural gas costs jumped
by 13 per cent.

With the board operating more than 90 ele-
mentary and high schools— two more elemen-
tary schools are set to open in September—light-
ing and heating costs are a constant financial
issue.

Retirement gratuities have come in $700,000
higher than the $3.5 million budgeted for this
year.

Meanwhile, the foundation and skills centre
is projected to record a $300,000 deficit.

Mitigating the overall deficit, are board sav-
ings of $550,000 thanks to savings on computer
lease buyout/software fees ($250,000), reduced
snow removal costs ($200,000) and reduced
short-term salary costs ($100,000).

However, Steve Parfeniuk, the board’s super-
intendent of business services, said utility costs

are an issue that needs provincial attention.

Natural gas prices have gone up 100 per cent
over the past five years and the province has
talked about users paying the full cost of hydro.

Costs on both fronts might rise another 6-10
per cent next year, representing hundreds of
thousands of dollars the public board would
have to cover, Parfeniuk said.

The board’s total annual utility budget is
approximately $8 million.

“One of the things I think the province has to
do is turn around and recognize those increas-
ing costs and actually (fully) fund them... or the
board will have to seek remedies in other areas
of our budget,”

School board Chair Paul Tate said the board
also has to deal with a $2-million deficit from
the previous year. He said last year’s deficit was
due to overruns from two-arm’s length agen-
cies— the Centre for Skills Development and
Training, with an approximate shortfall of $1.9
million and the Halton Learning Foundation at
$199,000.

“This (2005-06 budget) is what all boards are
faced with and I'm pretty positive the province
will help us with this one because if they don’t, we
have to take those dollars from somewhere else,
which is very hard for us to spare,” said Tate.

The Halton board can take a few years to pay
off a deficit provided the province approves the
board’s payment plan.

Also, discussions have been ongoing about
opening a 540,000-square-foot, one-stop shop-
ping regional campus by as early as 2009. It
would house the public and Catholic boards’
head offices as well as headquarters of Halton
Region and Halton police— accommodating a
total of 1,900 staff.

Parfeniuk said the campus could lead to some
energy savings.

SPRIGGS INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED,

(Your local insurance partner since 1972)

8 WESLEYAN STREET, GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO L7G 2E1

¢ Business
Home and Automobile
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You can count on:

¢ Easy pay options

We offer quality insurance coverage for your:

® Recreational vehicles and watercraft

* Professional client support and advice
offered by dedicated insurance brokers

We represent many of the largest insurance companies in Canada

Telephone: 905-877-5113
Fax: 905-877-4695
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nutrition house

Your choice for quality nutritional supplements.

Georgetown Market Place Mall 905-702-8204

For more information visit our website www.nutritionhouse.com
L Not to be combined with any other discounts. Expires April 30, 2006.
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BBQ Early Bird Sale!
Propane | Natural Gas / Charcoal

® Wweber

* 25 Year Warranty

* Stainless Steel Cooking Grill
* Strong Welded Frame

* Side Burner

ALL MODELS
ON SALE

Br‘ml King,

e Cast Iron
Cooking Girills
.« 84,000 BTUs
e Stainless Steel Shelf
e Natural Gas or
Propane

Natural Gas Lines _——
foryour BBQ

4" FREE ASSENBLY
& DELIVERY
ws SATURDAY

*See store for details.

%APPLEBY SYSTEMS 877-8990

Fireplace, Heating & Air Conditioning Sales & Service
118 Guelph St. Georgetown (at Maple)

Hours: Monday - Friday 9-5; Saturday 11-4; Appointments available after hours upon request

|0 SHOW HOMES NEEDED

in Halton Hills to

showcase your new
Beachcomber hot tub

BEACHCOMBER HOT TUB & HOME

Sinclair

318 Guelph Street, Georgetown

905.873.8835

WINTER HOURS: Closed Mondays. Tues. - Fri. 10 am - 6 pm; Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Sun. 11 am - 3 pm

MORE THAN JUST HOT TUBS





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


