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Mountainview

To Acton
To Brampton

Hwy. 7 (Guelph St.)
BEACHCOMBER

BEACHCOMBER HOT TUB & HOME
318 Guelph Street , Georgetown

905.873.8835
WINTER HOURS: Closed Mondays. Tues. - Fri. 10 am - 6 pm; Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Sun. 11 am - 3 pm

APPLEBY SYSTEMS 877-8990
Fireplace, Heating & Air Conditioning Sales & Service

118 Guelph St. Georgetown (at Maple)
Hours: Monday - Friday 9-5; Saturday 11-4; Appointments available after hours upon request

• Cast Iron
Cooking Grills

• 84,000 BTUs
• Stainless Steel Shelf
• Natural Gas or

Propane

• 25 Year Warranty
• Stainless Steel Cooking Grill
• Strong Welded Frame
• Side Burner

*See store for details.

BBQ Early Bird Sale!
Propane / Natural Gas / Charcoal

FFRREEEE  AASSSSEEMMBBLLYY
&&  DDEELLIIVVEERRYY

TTHHIISS  SSAATTUURRDDAAYY

FFUULLLLYY  SSTTOOCCKKEEDD
SSHHOOWWRROOOOMM

1100%%  OOFFFF
NNaattuurraall  GGaass  LLiinneess

ffoorr  yyoouurr  BBBBQQ**

ALL MODELS
ON SALE

We represent many of the largest insurance companies in Canada

We offer quality insurance coverage for your:
• Business
• Home and Automobile
• Recreational vehicles and watercraft 
• Farm

You can count on:
• Professional client support and advice

offered by dedicated insurance brokers
• Easy pay options

Contact us today for a no-obligation quote:
Telephone: 905-877-5113                     Toll Free: 1-888-532-8119
Fax: 905-877-4695                             Email: georgetownoffice@spriggs.ca

SPRIGGS INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED
(Your local insurance partner since 1972)

8 WESLEYAN STREET, GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO L7G 2E1
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MORE HEALTH SAVINGS!

15%
Health questions? Ask our helpful & knowledgeable staff.

Bring this coupon to nutrition house in the Georgetown Market Place Mall
and receive 15% OFF your next purchase.

Your choice for quality nutritional supplements.

Georgetown Market Place Mall   905-702-8204

OFF

For more information visit our website www.nutritionhouse.com
Not to be combined with any other discounts. Expires April 30, 2006.
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The Halton District School Board’s 2005-06
deficit could be as high as $950,000 due in part,
to rising utility costs.

A staff report recently revealed to trustees
stated the board is looking at a deficit of
between $650,000-$950,000 this year.

Factors impacting the budget include escalat-
ed utility costs, higher than projected payment
of gratuities to retired staff and overruns from
the Halton Learning Foundation and Centre for
Skills Development and Training.

Utility costs for the budget are $500,000
higher than had been projected, significantly
impacting the board’s bottom line. Also, electric-
ity and natural gas rates were each expected to
rise by three per cent. Instead, hydro increased
by six per cent while natural gas costs jumped
by 13 per cent.

With the board operating more than 90 ele-
mentary and high schools— two more elemen-
tary schools are set to open in September—light-
ing and heating costs are a constant financial
issue.

Retirement gratuities have come in $700,000
higher than the $3.5 million budgeted for this
year.

Meanwhile, the foundation and skills centre
is projected to record a $300,000 deficit.

Mitigating the overall deficit, are board sav-
ings of $550,000 thanks to savings on computer
lease buyout/software fees ($250,000), reduced
snow removal costs ($200,000) and reduced
short-term salary costs ($100,000).

However, Steve Parfeniuk, the board’s super-
intendent of business services, said utility costs

are an issue that needs provincial attention.
Natural gas prices have gone up 100 per cent

over the past five years and the province has
talked about users paying the full cost of hydro. 

Costs on both fronts might rise another 6-10
per cent next year, representing hundreds of
thousands of dollars the public board would
have to cover, Parfeniuk said.

The board’s total annual utility budget is
approximately $8 million.

“One of the things I think the province has to
do is turn around and recognize those increas-
ing costs and actually (fully) fund them... or the
board will have to seek remedies in other areas
of our budget,” 

School board Chair Paul Tate said the board
also has to deal with a $2-million deficit from
the previous year. He said last year’s deficit was
due to overruns from two-arm’s length agen-
cies— the Centre for Skills Development and
Training, with an approximate shortfall of $1.9
million and the Halton Learning Foundation at
$199,000.

“This (2005-06 budget) is what all boards are
faced with and I’m pretty positive the province
will help us with this one because if they don’t, we
have to take those dollars from somewhere else,
which is very hard for us to spare,” said Tate.

The Halton board can take a few years to pay
off a deficit provided the province approves the
board’s payment plan.

Also, discussions have been ongoing about
opening a 540,000-square-foot, one-stop shop-
ping regional campus by as early as 2009. It
would house the public and Catholic boards’
head offices as well as headquarters of Halton
Region and Halton police— accommodating a
total of 1,900 staff.

Parfeniuk said the campus could lead to some
energy savings.

Board deficit could hit $950,000
Provincial help needed to

combat soaring utility costs,
say school board officials 
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