A ‘green’ lawn is good
for the environment

Weekend warriors will do whatever’s
necessary to make sure their lawns are cut,
manicured and without a weed in sight.
Look out dandelions — you don’t have a
chance.

However, in their quests to achieve
rolling hills of green, homeowners may par-
ticipate in some lawn-care techniques that
are not so “green” or, in other words,
healthy for the environment. This includes
an abundant use of pesticides and powered
lawn equipment.

Rest assured that you don’t need to give
up your gardening hobby or quest to have
the best lawn on the street. There are ways
to enjoy a beautiful and healthy lawn and
landscape without having a negative impact
on the neighborhood and other surround-
ings. Here are some ideas.

Organic feeding— Rather than purchas-
ing chemical-based foods and fertilizers,
look to all-natural sources. A compost heap
can generate important nutrients for your
lawn and plants and can be created simply
from lawn clippings, raked leaves and the
uneaten scraps from your kitchen — like
fruit rinds, eggshells and leftover coffee
grounds.

Watch watering — Rather than dousing
your landscape with water and risking wast-
ing more than is necessary, consider under-
ground irrigation systems or hoses that are
specially designed to water lawns and plants
at the root level. Some systems operate on a
timer and water in the early morning or
early evening hours when the water will
have maximum potential to benefit the

lawn. Otherwise, you could be watering for
naught — with the powerful rays of the sun
evaporating the water, or worse, reflecting
off of water drops and puddles and scorch-
ing your lawn.

Limit pesticide use— Or even better,
look for products that boast organic proper-
ties or safe-for-the-environment disclaimers.
Don’t overlook the benefits of insects and
animals that can actually be of assistance.
Butterflies, worms, birds and even some bee-
tles can consume harmful “bugs” like
aphids, mites and other leaf eaters. Even bats
are good to have around, as these evening
hunters eat thousands of biting flies, gnats
and mosquitoes, pests that can make out-
door entertaining a nightmare.

Choose the right seed mix— Consult
with your local nursery or garden center for
the types of grass seed best suited for your
region. Also, learn how to enrich the soil for
optimal growth. A lawn that has a better
chance of surviving and flourishing natural-
ly, without the need for an abundance of fer-
tilizers or weed killers, will be environmen-
tally sound.

The proper cut— Cutting your grass too
short leaves it susceptible to disease, insects
and drought. That is why it’s important to cut
it to the right height. Your local nursery can
advise you on this, or consult the bag of grass
seed for more advice. If your lawn is too long,
cut it in two stages to get it to the proper
height so you won't risk shocking the lawn.

With some simple techniques, you can
ensure that your lawn is beautiful and envi-
ronmentally friendly as well.
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ColorYourWorld @ 3®

SPRING HOME DECORATING SALE
March 29 - April 2

25% O All Regular Price Paint Gatons iy

Up to 50% Off Hunter Douglas Blinds

All Your Paint Equipment Needs
7164 New Wallpaper Patterns

214 Guelph Street,
Georgetown
905-873-1363 Fax 905-873-6975

Coupon expires April 2, 2006. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one coupon per customer.

Interiors by

DECORATING DEN™
Come See Me at the

Georgetown Marketplace Home Show
March 29 - April 2 ~1 p.m. -5 p.m.

ASK THE EXPERT: BRING ANY OF YOUR
DECORATING QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS
Karen Timms Owner/Interior Decorator
519.941.8639 1.888.632.9529

Each franchise is independently owned and operated

@

ktimms @sentex.ca

www.decoratingden.com

Serving Acton, Georgetown and surrounding areas

2006 HOME, LAWN & GARDEN SECTIONS

HOME & GARDEN

In 2006, our very successful Spring
Home & Lawn sections will be pub-
lished on the following dates:

wipRkIRy QA 15
Wik QA 29
« WEDNESDAY APRIL 12

« WEDNESDAY APRIL 26

« WEDNESDAY MAY 10

+ WEDNESDAY MAY 24

« WEDNESDAY JUNE 7

« WEDNESDAY JUNE 21

+ WEDNESDAY JULY 5

« WEDNESDAY JULY 19

For our readers, these special sections will provide
helpful tips for their home and have great savings
from local advertisers.

Be part of our award winning Special Sections.
For more information please call one of our Retail
Representatives at 905-873-0301.

Size - * Tabloid

Distribution - ¢ Every home in Halton Hills
(21,770 copies)

(Acton, Georgetown, Limehouse, Norval, Glen
Williams, Ballinafad and Hornby)

THE INDEPENDENT

& FREE PRESS

Serving Acton, Georgetown & Surrounding Areas
280 Guelph St., Unit 29, Georgetown Ontario * L7G 4B1
www.independentfreepress.com

For more information please contact your

sales representative at 873-0301

G R OFT & HARDSCAPE SERVICES

EMPIRE

‘LANDSCAPING

A Speczalzzmg it
| Executive Landscape & Turf Mamtenance

*Top l_)_ressmg & Seeding
. *Mini Excavating
“ oSkid Steer Service
*Rockery
sInterlocking

*Spring .Clean-ups ’
oTree Planting -
*Grass Cutting’

s Reh & *Sodding *Mulch
AR A ‘ °Flower Bed Creation

or 2% % 0 Fertilizer Packages

; g ¥ °Prem1um Slow Release (granular)

-Weed & Feed (granular)

- - Free Quotations: |
7.0 *PRIVATE » ESTATE -COMMERCIAL

IN A NEW HOME?
| We are your single sou qwolutmn. \

SCAPING GEORGETOWA"
Bt 416-951-TURF (s873)
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