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Wedding on a budget How to shave off costs

TRESA ERICKSON
Special to The IFP

Weddings, as you probably know, can cost thousands
of dollars. From the attire to the music to the food, you
can easily spend $5,000 or more for a two to three hour
event. If you don't have that kind of cash or would
rather spend the majority of your budget on your hon-
eymoon, don't despair. There are ways you can shave
dollars off your wedding costs.

If you're looking to save some dough at your wed-
ding, try these cost-saving tips:

* Set your wedding date during the off-season.
The rates of many services are lower during the off-
season.

* Rent wedding attire. You'll save hundreds of dollars
renting gowns and tuxedos, and you won't have to worry
about the costs of cleaning.

e Purchase ordinary accessories and adapt them for
your wedding. Accessories made specifically for wed-
dings can be expensive. Save yourself some money by
sprucing up an ordinary item like a journal with some
lace and beads and turning it into a guest book.

e Hire vendors you know. Not only will they give you

great service, but
»  they'll probably give
you a great deal, too.

e Find a venue for your
reception that will allow
you to provide your own
beverages. You can buy what
you want to serve and return
whatever unopened packages are
left back to the store.

Hire friends to play music at
the reception.

Do your
own flow-
You

inexpen-
sive flowers
' and acces-
| sories at
| craft stores

and save a bundle making your own arrangements.

* Make the food yourself. Prepare food for your wed-
ding ahead of time and freeze it. Then just serve it with
some fresh produce from the grocery store.

* Hire a non-wedding photographer. Find a friend
who dabbles in photography and ask them to take your
wedding photos for a flat fee plus supplies, or better yet,
provide disposable cameras at each table at your recep-
tion and let your guests snap photos. Sometimes candids
make the best photos.

e Pay your bills with a credit card with a reward pro-
gram. You might earn enough money or frequent flyer
miles to cover the airfare to your honeymoon destina-
tion.

* Work with an airline to get a group discount on
plane tickets for your guests if you're having a destina-
tion wedding. Your guests will appreciate the savings
and you might get a free or reduced plane ticket.

These are just some things you can do to save your-
self some money. Remember, you can still pull off a
beautiful wedding with all of the frills without a lot of
expense. All it takes is some effort and ingenuity.
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Heather’s Bakery

Café Ltd.
Specializing in
CaKes and Pastries
for any occasion

Heather Brownridge

103 Main St. S., Georgetown
905-873-6569

HOURS: Mon.-Wed. 5:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Thurs. 5:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Fri. 5:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Sat. 6:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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Welcome to
Rotary Glen...

. You and your guests
) will enjoy a beautiful
setting at Rotary Glen
Banquet Hall, just west of
Brampton and only minutes from

Our chefs will  the #401, #407 and #403. You will be captivated by Beautifully
W"fk their . the warmth of all the oak and historical colours Landscaped
culinary magic inside our hall. Our oak bar is a

welcoming feature, where you can gather around
and catch up with friends, family and colleagues.
The spiral staircase and sunken dining area
creates an exceptional ambiance for any
event. During the warm
weather, you and your
guests are welcomed
to enjoy our patio,
where you can sit and
relax. We are
wheelchair accessible.

10% OFF
Friday & Sunday Wedding Packages

‘Weddings, Family
Gatherings, Business,
Trainings, Seminars,
Christmas &

Retirement Parties

Exceptional
‘Wedding Packages

o
Also Jan.-March
Winter Discounts

www.rotaryglen.ca / 905-873-2277
After Hours: 905-873-9501
1857 QUEEN STREET WEST (Just minutes from Georgetown)

ﬁd%@w

Private Rooms * Outdoor Courtyard
Bar Service * Event Planner * Audio Visuals

For your personalized tour, call 905.877.4244

ELLERT

COMMUNITY CENTRE
——

10241 Eighth Line Georgetown, ON

HALTON REGION
MUSEUM

(in Kelso Area)
Banquet Meeting Rooms

~

905-875-2200
ext. 23

~

www.halton.ca/museum

The Warmth and Ambit_ence

o e - S
HALTON REGION MUSEUM

(in Kelso Conservation Area)

- Newly renovated historic venue,
nestled beneath the Niagara
Escarpment. Patio and lawn

- for outdoor events.

Accommodates up to 100 for
dinner; 140 for cocktail
receptions; meetings from

5 to 80 persons. A/V equipment
and furniture included.

=& Fully air-conditioned facility
y with wood-burning fireplaces
in each room. Wheelchair
accessible.
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