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OPINION
Halton parents living in a new neighbourhood aren’t

likely to get a very satisfying answer to the question,
when can we expect a new school to be built?

That’s partly because Halton’s two publicly-funded
school boards say they have been left in the dark by a
Ministry of Education that has dragged its feet in
developing a funding formula for new-school con-
struction.

Under the Mike Harris— and later Ernie Eves—
Tory government, new school funding was triggered
when a school board could demonstrate that enough
surplus pupil places existed in a designated communi-
ty.

Under that old system, school boards were forced to
close existing, often lower-enrolment schools to trigger
enough pupil places to qualify for new school funding.
It was an awful system that pitted older, established
neighbourhoods against new ones in a sort of turf war
over building new schools and preserving old ones.

In Halton, many existing neighbourhoods had their
souls ripped out as established school communities
were first shortlisted for possible closure and then
eliminated altogether.

While Dalton McGuinty’s government promised
long ago to do away with this antiquated way of fund-
ing new schools, Education Minister Gerard Kennedy
has yet to reveal a new and improved way of funding
new places of learning.

For more than a year Ontario’s school boards have
waited patiently for some good news— only to be left
hanging. It’s an exercise in futility for school adminis-
trators to plan for new schools when they have no idea
if those plans will pass the provincial funding litmus
test.

We would submit that this government has procras-
tinated long enough and that this lengthy delay in
unveiling a funding formula for new schools is inex-
cusable.

The inaction of Kennedy and his ministry has creat-
ed an unnecessary accommodation crisis within
Halton’s Catholic and public school boards.

To date this government gets a D in the subject of
new school funding and is at serious risk of failing this
term if it doesn’t seek immediate remedial attention.

Ministry gets a ‘D’
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(This letter was sent to Mayor
Rick Bonnette.  A copy was made
available for publication).

Dear editor,
I would like to comment on the

new library. It is all well and fine to
build this new library, but not at
the expense to the taxpayers. 

In The Independent & Free Press
it was implied that yet another raise
in taxes is expected for the new
library. Also looming for the tax-
payers, is the OMERS tax, then
there are extra taxes for the munici-
pality, which will no doubt happen
next year again.  When does it end?
When we are all bankrupt?

The town has just increased my
taxes by $20 a month. Isn’t that
enough for now? It sure is for me. 

How do you expect the seniors
on fixed incomes to keep paying
more, when they can’t make ends
meet now? Seniors have paid their
dues and you should have respect
for the financial burdens that keep
being put on them due to all these
increases. Are you giving them any
breaks?

I will be one of those seniors in
three years and I am getting very
worried.  Am I going to have to sell
my wonderful house because I can’t
afford the increasing taxes the city
keeps demanding from me?  Not to
mention all the other increasing
prices from hydro, Union Gas, gaso-
line, cable etc.

I do not like the way Town CAO

Dennis Perlin and treasurer Ed
DeSousa think that just because
they have devised their neat little
financial plan for the library, that
the taxpayers will be as pleased as
the town councillors are about it.  

Build the new library, but do it
through fund-raisers, or lotteries
(like Toronto is thinking of doing)
or by any other means to raise
money, but leave the taxpayers
alone for a change. If the Town
can’t afford to build this library
without raising taxes then don’t
build it!  If there is something I
can’t afford, I just don’t buy it. Why
should the Town be any different?  

Sorry, if I don’t sound too enthu-
siastic about a new library.  I would
rather keep warm and eat first and
be able to stay in my nice comfort-
able house than have to sell it and
move to a little apartment because I
am all taxed out.    

Stop thinking of us taxpayers as
goldmines because, to be honest,
we are more like empty wells.  We
are sick and tired of all these
increases, especially property taxes.
The town is turning us all into pau-
pers!

Anita Shelton, 
Georgetown

Taxpayers can’t afford a new library

Letters to the editor must include
an address and daytime telephone

number. Unsigned letters will not be
published. Letters should not exceed

200 words and may be edited for content
and/or length.
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Dear editor,
Norman Beattie, president of

CEP Local 591G was wrong in his
March 3 letter to the editor, with
two flawed criticisms of me.

First, instead of “attacking the
goodwill” of the mayor, as Mr.
Beattie claims, I was defending the
interest of the taxpayers when I
urged council to define the cost of
a job employment adjustment
action centre for Curwood employ-
ees.

Second, Mr. Beattie suggested I
should be “praising the decision of
(my) mayor and fellow council-
lors.” In fact, I did exactly this, and
the Feb. 24 issue of The Independent
& Free Press accurately reported

that “Davis complimented the
mayor on his initiative too, which
he said occurred at break-neck
speed when the Ward 3 councillor
was on vacation.”

My intention in all this was for
the Town to be able to be rem-
inbursed for any costs incurred by
this employment centre if the
opportunity arises. In fact, the staff
report to council did suggest  cost
recovery opportunity. 

If we know the hard costs of
using a facility from the onset, our
cost-recovery claims are much
more defensible. And that is look-
ing after our taxpayers.

Councillor Mike Davis
Ward 3, Georgetown

Councillor rebuts union boss’s criticism
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