sage from child to adult. The wedding ceremony

was a celebration of that rite of passage. A second
marriage, on the other hand, took place between two
adults, so there wasn't the need for all the pomp and cir-
cumstance. Today, however, a second marriage is cele-
brated with the same joy as a first marriage. But what
exactly is the etiquette for a second wedding?

With many couples, there are children to consider.
The children should be told about the wedding in pri-
vate before any public announcements. It is also best to
inform any ex-spouses and in-laws. Doing this in the
form of a note is acceptable if there is bad blood between
the two parties.

Bridal showers are acceptable. In fact, the bridal show-
er is the perfect time to invite any future stepchildren and
get better acquainted with them. There is nothing against
having a bridal registry for home improvement items or a
honeymoon registry. If the couple does not wish gifts,
they should say so discreetly in the invitations. In lieu of
gifts, they may ask that donations be made to a charity.

If the wedding ceremony is to be a small affair with
just family and a few friends, invitations are not neces-

In the past, marriage was considered a rite of pas-

Can you wear white?

sary. A phone call or an informal

note will suffice. If the guest list is /
over 50, the couple should adhere to

proper etiquette and send out invi-
tations. For a large second wedding,

it is acceptable to set aside a number

of invitations for friends and divide

the rest equally between the two fami-

lies. It is inappropriate to invite a former
spouse, no matter how good the relation-
ship. Inviting former in-laws, however, is
acceptable.

It is also acceptable for the bride to wear white.
Although once seen as a sign of virginity, white has since
become a sign of joy. If the bride prefers not to wear
white, any color is acceptable. A simple off-the-face-veil
will do, as will one with a tiara. The only attire not recom-
mended is a wedding dress with a long train or a long
veil.

When planning the ceremony, if children are involved,
the couple may want to ask them to serve as ushers,
groomsmen, bridesmaids, ringbearers or flower girls. A
child could also walk their mother down the aisle or be in
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charge
the

of
guestbook.

The reception pre-
sents another opportunity to involve children. The couple
may have their children walk in with them to the recep-
tion so they can be announced as a family and sit together
at the head table. After their first dance, the couple may
have the children join them before opening the floor to
others.

There is no guide for a second wedding, and ultimate-
ly, whatever makes you happy goes.
—By Ronda Addy, special

Elizalbeth s gaigioni
& Bridal Bouh’qua

Choose from a
great selection
of gowns from

these designers:

o Alfred Angelo ¢ Alfred Sung
¢ Jessica McClintock
* Jasmine ® Mon Cheri
* Numode Bridesmaids
* Numode Collection
¢ Sarah Danielle
¢ Sincerity Bridal  Moonlight

Outstanding Service, Quality and Value
all for you from Elizabeth s

71 Main 8t. 8., Downtown Georgetown ~ 905-873-1470

Welcome to
Rotary Glen...

y  You and your guests
) will enjoy a beautiful
setting at Rotary Glen
Banquet Hall, just west of =
Brampton and only minutes from
the #401, #407 and #403. You will be captivated by
the warmth of all the oak and historical colours
inside our hall. Our oak bar is a
welcoming feature, where you can gather around
and catch up with friends, family and colleagues.
The spiral staircase and sunken dining area
creates an exceptional ambiance for any
event. During the warm
weather, you and your
guests are welcomed

Beautifully
Landscaped

to enjoy our patio,
where you can sit and
relax. We are
wheelchair accessible.

10% OFF
Friday & Sunday Wedding Packages

—
Exceptional
‘Wedding Packages

‘Weddings, Family
Gatherings, Business,
Trainings, Seminars,
Christmas &
Retirement Parties

Also Jan.-March
Winter Discounts

www.rotaryglen.ca / 905-873-2277
After Hours: 905-873-9501
1857 QUEEN STREET WEST (Just minutes from Georgetown)

Private Rooms * Outdoor Courtyard
Bar Service * Event Planner * Audio Visuals

For your personalized tour, call 905.877.4244

ELLERT

10241 Eighth Line Georgetown, ON

Heather’s Bakery

Café Ltd.
Specializing in
CaKes and Pastries
: for any occasion

a Heather Brownridge

103 Main St. S., Georgetown
1 905-873-6569

HOURS: Mon.-Wed. 5:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Thurs. 5:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

Fri. 530am -6:00 p.m. Sat. 6:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

MUSEUM

(in Kelso Area)
Banquet Meeting Rooms

905-875-2200
ext. 23

~

www.halton.ca/museum

HALTON REGION | LU UE e Ry o=y
ofa 19th Century Setting

HALTON REGION MUSEUM

(in Kelso Conservation Area)

-+ Newly renovated historic venue,

nestled beneath the Niagara
Escarpment. Patio and lawn

- for outdoor events.

= Accommodates up to 100 for

§ dinner; 140 for cocktail

i receptions; meetings from

§ 5 to 80 persons. A/V equipment
4 and furniture included.

® Fully air-conditioned facility
® with wood-burning fireplaces
in each room. Wheelchair
accessible.
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