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Curwood Packaging Ltd. employees were invited to attend an information

meeting at the Mold-Masters SportsPlex Saturday where union officials met
with about 100 employees. Among those in attendance were, from left, Fred sure will put 137 people out of work— 62 today.
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Hilts, Gord Rozell and Randy Perkins. Hilts and Rozell worked for the firm for
17 years whle Perkins was an 18-year employee. The company’s surprise clo-
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Curwood workers try to pick up the pieces

"We just have to move on’

eing out of work with no job
Bprospects on the horizon is not
what Randy Perkins thought he
would be facing at this stage in his life,
but that’s exactly the predicament he
finds himself in today.
“I'm 53, I don’t know what I'm going
to do,” says Perkins, one of the 62 plant
employees at Curwood Packaging Ltd.
who will finish their last day at the com-
pany today (Friday).
In all, by the time the Georgetown
plant closes after 37 years in business on
March 22, 137 people, some with more
than 30 years at the company, will be
unemployed.
Perkins, an 18-year Curwood employ-

ee who works as a packer, says the exec-
utive from the company’s U.S. head
office who broke the news the plant was
closing to shocked employees late last
month, spoke no more than a dozen
words, then left the room.

“Everybody was stunned,” he says. “I
left, I went straight home.”

He can’t believe the way employees
have been tossed aside.

“It’s like someone slapping you in the
face and wanting to borrow money off
you five minutes later,” says the long-
time Georgetown resident.

But Perkins has come to terms with
his situation.

“I'm a survivor. I'm a realist. I know it’s

The all-new 2006 Jetia.

® o powerful 2.5-litre engine with 170 Ib-ft of torque
® optional 6-speed Tiptronic® automatic transmission
® new electromechanical-enhanced steering

® 4_link fully independent rear suspension

® more passenger room and 20% more storage space

® best side-impact crash-performance score ever given
to a car in its class*

Call Wes to learn more about this great deal.

3.9% apr/aLr

Well equipped from

24,975

over. We just have to move on,” he says.

Even though he doesn’t drive and is
limited to finding work in town, Perkins,
who is single with no kids, says his situ-
ation is not as bad as it is for some of his
co-workers who have big mortgages and
big families.

For the first time in his life he’s put
together a resume (the company provid-
ed a consultant to show the displaced
workers how), and he’s mapping out his
job search.

“Word of mouth is probably better
than the employment centre. I'm pretty
well open to anything,” says Perkins.

Gord Rozell, another longtime
Curwood employee, is carefully consid-

ering his work options and is thinking
about going back to school to train for a
different career.

Coping with the plant closure has
been difficult, says the printer who has
worked at Curwood for 17 years.

“I was shocked. I didn’t see it com-
ing,” says Rozell, 44, who just recently
married and has two children from a
previous marriage. “It’s almost like a
mourning process.”

But he’s trying to remain positive.

“It’s just a setback. I have a good wife
behind me,” says Rozell, a Wasaga
Beach resident, who will also put in his
last day at the company today.

See COMMUNITY, pg. 4

. Georgetown

Volkswagen

203 Guelph Street
905.877.5285

georgetownvw.com

Drivers wanted. (/)

months on new 2006 Jetta 2.5-litre and new 2006 Jefta 2.0T models. Purchase Example: $20,000 financed at 3.9% for 60-months, monthly payment is $367.43, cost of borrowing is $2,045.80 and fofal fo be repaid is $22,045.80. Downpayment may be required. 3.9% lease rate offer applies fo 48-month lease ferm and requires a downpayment at fime of fransaction

Volkswagen Finance approval is required. See Georgetown Volkswagen for full details. Offers end February 28, 2006. Supplies are limited. Tiptronic is a registered trademark of Dr. Ing.h.c.F. Porsche AG. Please drive safely and always wear your safety belt.
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