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LLocal author takes bite out of book world
with release of romance, Bitten & Smitten

Rowen what she wanted to be

when she was growing up in
Georgetown, she would answer a
flight attendant, a jewel thief, or a
writer.

And since the flight attendant
thing never got off the ground, and
she was never caught rifling through
her mom’s jewelry box, she ended
up as the third, a writer.

And just this month, the George-
town native has released her first
book, Bitten & Smitten, a romantic,
paranormal comedy, published by
Warner Forever.

Rowen’s writing career began
early when she was attending
Georgetown High School. In Grade
12, she took a co-op placement at the
now defunct Georgetown Herald,
where she wrote a weekly column
about the goings-on at the high
school.

“Some people didn't take to my gift
of sarcasm,” said Rowen, “So I ended
up being reamed by one of the teach-
ers for stuff I wrote. I guess my sar-
casm didn't quite translate properly.”

After graduating from GDHS,
Rowen did a stint at college and uni-
versity, and now works as a graphic
designer during the day, and a
romance writer the rest of the time.

In Bitten & Smitten, protagonist
Sarah Dearly goes out on a blind date,
unknown to her, with a vampire. After
he bites her during the bad blind date,
she becomes a vampire as well, and the
rest of the story deals with her avoid-
ing the vampire hunters and generally

Local kids to star
in Crazy For You

o Georgetown youths
are performing in an
upcoming production of

the Broadway musical Crazy For
You, presented by the Marion
Abbott’s Performing Arts Studio
in Brampton.

This is the fun and crazy story
of Bobby, a young stagestruck
New Yorker who falls in love
with Polly, a country girl from
Deadrock, Nevada which is a
rapidly failing town in the middle
of nowhere. Bobby decides save
the theatre by putting on a show!

Two Georgetown locals have
roles in this production. Alyssa
Strachan, 11, is playing two differ-
ent parts in the production. She is
a chauffeur and Jimmy, the cow-
boy. Erich Knoespel, 13, plays
Everet (Polly’s Dad). Both attend
Stewarttown Middle School in
Grades 6 and 7 respectively.

Show dates are Feb 10, 8 p.m.;
Feb 11, 2 and 8 p.m.; Feb 12, 2
p.m.; Feb 17, 8 p.m.; Feb 18, 2
and 8 p.m.; Feb 19, 2 p.m.
Contact Marion Abbott’s Per-
forming Arts Studio for tickets,
905-450-7091.

If anyone asked Michelle

MICHELLE ROWEN

doing girly things like shopping.

“The story came to me as I won-
dered ‘what if Bridget Jones was a
vampire,”” said Rowen. “In my story,
Sarah isn’t a bad vampire— more a
girly one who likes shoes and going
shopping. It’s a bit of a role reversal-
the hunters are the evil ones, while
the vampires aren’t (evil).”

“Sarah has a gift for sarcasm, and
some great comebacks in the story,”
joked Rowen, “I guess I finally had
the chance to use my sarcasm from
my high school days.”

Rowen’s story is set in present time
and locally, using Toronto as her loca-
tion, with places like the Bloor
Viaduct, the Eaton Centre and the CN
tower and the 360 Restaurant (at the
top) featured as the story unfolds.

“I started it about three years ago,
and I only had about 75 pages writ-
ten.” Said Rowen, “But when I got it
rolling, I finished the entire book
(360 pages) in three months.”

Now that Bitten & Smitten is on the
bookshelves, Rowen is preparing for
her next release, Angel with Attitude, a
story about a fallen angel, which will
be released in July of this year. The first
chapter of Angel with Attitude is also
included in Bitten & Smitten, to allow
readers a chance to sample the book.

Bitten & Smitten is available at
Coles, Chapters and Amazon, as
well as on-line, and in addition,
Rowen has posted the first three
chapters on-line at her website,
www.michellerowen.com, where the
book can also be purchased.

Rowen 1is pleased to have
received rave reviews in the indus-
try, with Publishers Weekly,
Romantic Times Book Club and
ParanormalRomance-Writers.com
giving the book a positive nod.

In addition, Rowen also has taken
part in a charity anthology entitled
Bewitched, Bothered and Bevampyered,
of which the proceeds went to the
International Red Cross Disaster
Relief Fund.

So what is down the road for
Michelle Rowen, the writer?

“If Warner Forever were interest-
ed in me writing Sarah into a series,
I think I'd be happy doing that,”
said Rowen, “but I also have another
idea for an urban fantasy, so we’ll
see how it goes.”

—By Ted Brown, staff writer

Free gospel concert in Acton next weekend

singing group consisting
of two sisters and a
cousin, ages 18,19,20,

called Carried Away will be leading
the next LinC (Living in Celebration)
service on Sunday, Feb. 19, 6:30 p.m.
at Bethel CRC in Acton.

Carried Away has recorded CDs
and has been involved in song writ-
ing and recording in Nashville as of
late. This is a full-time vocation for
them right now.

The sisters” mother (Janey

Walker) will also be speaking about
how God can use each one of us if
we open ourselves up to His lead-
ing. Walker and her husband have
four daughters and they also adopt-
ed two little boys from Russia. As
she put it “If you open up yourself
to God, Hang On!”

There is no entrance fee, but a
free-will donation will be accepted.
Quality nursery care is also avail-
able. For details go to www.acton-
crc.com/bethel.

Bach Chorale presents special home concert

eorgetown Bach Chorale

‘ presents Kaffee, Schokolade

und Apfelstreudel, 8 p.m.

on Friday, Feb. 17 and Saturday, Feb.
18.

The Georgetown Bach Chorale
with guests, conductor Ronald
Greidanus, violinist Karol Gostynski,
and cellist, Mary-Katherine Finch will
perform in the intimate surroundings
of 157 Main Street South, George-
town. Reception to follow.

Tickets $35, will not be available at
the door and must be purchased well
in advance as seating is limited to 50
per evening and the house concerts
are very popular.

Tickets may be purchased at two

locations in downtown Georgetown:
Foodstuffs, 89 Main Street South, 905-
877-6569 and The Freckled Lion, 56
Main St., South, 905-873-1213.

Tickets can also be purchased by
calling 905-877-8321, or 905-877-7733.

Meet the artists Sunday

Members of the Palette and
Pencil Guild of the Credit Valley
Artisans present their annual
February Art Show and Sale at
the Halton Hills Cultural Centre
Gallery, until February 27. The
public is invited to a Meet the
Artists reception will be held on
Sunday (Feb. 12), 2-4 p.m.

Patricia Zawadowski

416-938-4045

PATRICIA'S (CARPET,
KNDIFLOORING

SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
WHY PAY RETAIL?

/ (’ '
{48
Sales and Installation

*Residential/Commercial Carpet e Vinyl VCT Tiles
sHardwood/Laminate eCeramic

“A growing family

Georgetown
| Alliance Church

SUNDAY WORSHIP’
at 9:00 & 11:00 am

A Nursery & Junior Worship are
offered during both services

290 Main St. (S. of Maple)
905-873-0249

) \ ) ' )

Sunday Worship
8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15am
Church School & Nursery
9:30amand 11:15am
Thursday Worship

10:00 am
60 Guelph Street, Georgetoun - 905-877-804
Additonal parking at Georgetown Distrit High School

of people”

Maple Avenue Baptist Church

9:00 am Family Teaching Ministry
10:00 am Fellowship Time

&Y St. Alban’s

§t. George's Anglican Church
v
Anglican Church J

10:30 am Worship Service 8:00 a.m, Said Eucharist
6:30 pm Evening Service 10:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist
Weekly events for all ages. Nursery & Children’s Worshi
V “Where Friends become Family” v p {

905-873-9211
177 Maple Ave., Georgetown

email: mabc@mabe.ca

KNOX REV. GERALD RENNIE
PRESBYTERIAN 116 Main st Souty
CHURCH (905) 8777585

a Time for Fellowship
& Friendship

www.aztec-net.com/~KPC

Sunday Worship: 11 am

905-877-8323

537 Main St., Glen Williams
Pastor: The Rev.Grahame Stap
www.saintalban.ca

Service Dial-In:
(905) 702-1629

GEORGETOWN CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

welcomes you!

Associate Pastor: Rev. Ted. 5. Bootsma
0 Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am & 6:00 pm 0

11611 Trafalgar Road (north of Meple Avenve)  905-877-4322

www.gcrc.on.ca

NORVAL Presbyterian Church
Service & Sunday School

11:15 a.m.

(D (D
“All are welcome”
499 Guelph St., Norval, Ont.  www.norvalpres.ca <http:/www.norvalpres.ca>
» (Affiliated with World Christianship Ministries) 2
A Life changing ministry &
| > o

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
BALLINAFAD COMMUNITY CENTRE downstairs
ALL WELCOME Sunday Worship 11a.m.
oM PASTOR ANDREW G PATON (COUNSELLING AVAILABLE) K¢

(519) 853-5657

Iping our community live Life!
Sunday 10 am

The Gathering
The Church at The Gellert
10241 8th Line
905-873-LIFE(5433)
www.thegathering.ca

GEORGETOWN

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Sunday Worship 10:00am
Nursery & Superchurch for Kids!
13619 HWY 7 West

Pastor: David Tapley
Youth Pastor: Kevin McKee

We re a friendly family
church with
contemporary music &
practical life-changing
teaching from the Bible.

Tel. 905-873-9652 Wehsite: www.georgefownchrisfianfellowship.com

Georgetown Community Church _

(905) 877-1374 271 Mountainview Rd. S.

The Salvation Army

9:00 am Bible Study & Children Singing

100 Mountainview Rd. South, Georgetown
Pastor Gerson Flor (905) 877-1172

(D ¥

We’re Casual, Family Friendly, Exciting & Relevant 'J Tﬂ,ﬁvﬂ()ﬂ &

Everything starts @ 10:30 am \S'ALY’\RW’,.‘)
e 0 e era 0
[' Sunday Services -
) I‘ , Y7

“ A= ‘ 10:00 am Divine Service & Sunday School a
%
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