OMERS Bill will be costly, says Fogal

ards 3 and 4
Regional Councillor
Jane Fogal continued

to sound alarm bells over the
provincial government’s pend-
ing legislation, Bill 206 at a
recent town council meeting.
The Ontario Municipal
Employees Retirement System
(OMERS) Act 2005 would trans-
fer much of the responsibili-
ties— and increased financing—
for the pensions of municipal
employees in Ontario, from the

In fact, the provincial
government has refused
to provide any costing
figures on the download-
ing, and the Association
of Municipalities of
Ontario is filing an
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dent Dave Atkinson said
Bill 206 is “good for both
policing and community
safety”.

HRPA adminstrator
Paul La Course said,
“Early retirement factors
for police officers will

employers and

request for that informa- (' : ’ cost
tion. 4 employees approximate-

Halton MPP Ted
Chudleigh is supporting the
municipalities” bid to have the
transfer stopped.

ly $364 a year. This is
equivalent to a pair of eyeglasses
and yet municipalities insist on
pointing to exaggerated and

Acton/Georgetown, rriaay, February 10, 2006

Town: Business as usual
in event of CUPE walkout

The Canadian Union of Public Employees

(CUPE) Local 73 has indicated it will hold
a day of protest Monday with a strike to
follow Wednesday in its campaign against the
provincial government’s Bill 206, dealing with the

municipal employee pension program.

The Town of Halton Hills issued a statement
late yesterday (Thursday) advising residents it

will do its best to conduct business as usual.

Critical services such as snow plowing, and

road sanding and salting will be provided.

Hockey and skating programs at local arenas
are also expected to continue. However, the Town
is advising all arena users to call the arena on the
day of the strike for any changes.

However, a letter sent to area inflated numbers.”
newspapers yesterday (Thurs-
day) from Halton Regional

Police Association (HRPA) presi-

Province to the local municipal
government.

The McGuinty government is
determined to pass Bill 206 next
Tuesday.

Municipalities are concerned
because the downloading will
cost every taxpayer an addition-
al 3 per cent on their property
tax bills.

However, Minister of Muni-
cipal Affairs and Housing, John
Gerretsen, in a letter to Halton
Hills Mayor Rick Bonnette, stat-
ed that Bill 206 would not (not
was emphasized) impose any
new cost or pension benefit on
any employer or employee.

But Fogal sees it happening
the opposite way.

“This has serious conse-
quences to the property taxpay-
er,” said Fogal. “Taxpayers are
going to wonder what are we
going to get for a 3 per cent tax
increase. They’re not going to
really see anything.”

Halton Hills, Director of
Finance Ed DeSousa estimates

—By Cynthia Gamble,
staff writer

Hometown Sears. shop Locally.

CLEARANCE! WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

now 995

FREE SPIRIT® 2-HP FOLDING
TREADMILL

« 5 preset, 2 user,

2 heart-rate programs

18 x 50" tread belt

#30526. Was 1199.97.

Exercise equipment may
require some assembly

Excludes all Sears ‘Value' Programs
with prices ending in .97

FEATURING:

save *400

PRIMA 32" LCD TV

+ 1080i/720p/4801 scanning
capability

* progressive scan

« composite video input
#14914. Sears reg. 1699.99.
1299.99

2005 SEASONAL CLEARANCE OF
CRAFTSMAN™ SNOWBLOWERS

While quantities last

FEATURING: Now 1449.95.
CRAFTSMAN 9.5-HP, 27" STEERABLE
SNOWBLOWER WITH figpess
BRIGGS & STRATTO

POWERBUILT®

OHV ENGINE

- electric start

#52549. Was 1649.99.

11.5-hp model also available.
#52550. Was 1849.99.
Now 1649.95

now 64999

SAVE $300. KENMORE 18.2 CU. FT.
FRIDGE WITH TOP FREEZER

« 2 full-width ‘spillproof’ glass shelves
« 2 clear humidity-controlled crispers
« 4 adjustable door bins

» clear meat keeper

#41862. Sears reg. 949.99.

Almost all reg.-priced Toshiba®
home electromics on sale!

Excludes all Sears ‘Value’ Programs with
prices ending in .97

reaurinG: save *50

TOSHIBA 20" LCD TV

#14813. Sears reg. 699.99.649.99
Our in-store

& | prices for some | @

4 3 electronics items |

save °20
KENMORE 12-AMP
KENMORE® POWER-MATE® BAGLESS UPRIGHT
12-AMP CANISTER VACUU : VACUUM

- micronic dust bag / N #30109.

! + dusting and Sears reg.169.99.
that it could cost the Town about upholstery brushes 149.99

$285,000, which equates to a $1.5 « crevice tool
per cent increase on taxes— $13 #2210,

to the average household. To Sears reg. 249.99. - may be lower
— , than our

deal with the impact, Halton S92 ' "

Region could also hit taxpayers
with a 2.1 per cent ($335)
$
save 150
KENMORE 30" SELF-CLEAN

increase.
“We're not going to be able to

CONVECTION SMOOTH-TOP RANGE

- extendible storage drawer

afford our own workforce, is

how it’s going to boil down,”

Fogal added.

She predicted municipalities * warming zone

would have to start contracting + 2 expandable elements

out fire services. #64822. Sears reg. 1149.99.
999.99
Also available in black.
Ultra bisque and ultra white extra

now 189%

SAVE $60.

advertised prices

Save $280 total when you buy the team

89 9f08r the team e

KENMORE® SUPER CAPACITY 7
WASHER AND DRYER 4
Save $180. Top-load washer. #26662.
Sears reg. 679.99. 499.99

Save $50. Dryer. #66662.

Sears reg. 499.99. 449.99

Team price includes
additional $50 savings

“You only have to see what’s
happening in the private sector
when benefits get out of whack.
Look at GM, look at Ford, and
here we have our own provincial
government forcing wus to
increase benefits, and then writ-
ing us a letter telling us that it’s
not going to cost us anything.
That’s disgusting.”

Féons
CORRECTION NOTICE

The terms and conditions of our current finance offer, as
stated in this month’s “Hot Buys” flyer, should read:

When you use your Sears Card on all major appliances, you can choose...

OR...
Money Down

Up-front Deferral Fee ~ Up-front Taxes Up-front Delivery Charges - Payments until Feb. 2007

No payments until February 2007, only with your Sears Card, on approved credit. Minimum $200
purchase. $70 deferral fee and all applicable taxes and charges will be payable in February 2007.
Offer ends Fri., Feb. 17, 2006. Offer applies to merchandise in local Sears Dealer stores,
Catalogue and on-line purchases. Payment options and plan details may be changed or
discontinued at any time without notice. Ask for details and other payment options.
Unless otherwise stated, optional financing programs do not qualify for Sears Club Points.
*0ffer does not apply to taxes, delivery or maintenance agreement charges.

*(0.A.C. All applicable taxes and a processing fee of $59.95
(Eg. $1500 purchase with $59.95 PF equals an APR of
3.20%) are due at the time of purchase. Balance is due in
15 months.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.

KIDS GET ARTHRITIS T0O0.

Sale prices start Sat., Feb. 11 and end Fri., Feb. 17, 2006, unless otherwise stated, while quantities last
Some items may have been on sale during past week

Look for the ENERGY STAR® logo on our products. It shows that the product
meets ENERGY STAR specifications for energy efficiency

D0239006 © 2006. Sears Canada Inc.

Sears:

Locally S o05 877517 | iy
THE Please help us find the ;’;L",;‘L_Z“;‘y : Geargetoun
ARTHRITIS cure! To donate, or for L Il - e -
SOCIETY more information, call i i somsanpson il ... H p . .
— ’ snsamen | |2 Good life. Great price
Dealer un : " .
Ontario Division 1-800-321-1433 p
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