Coming of age at Brampton A&W

on the Queen Street strip, lined with
fast food outlets and car dealers.

As I drove by, I thought about my coming
of age nearly 40 years ago at the old A&W
drive-in restaurant that was located there.

In the late-1960s, Brampton had the closest
A&W location for Georgetown area car fanat-
ics— it was the place where one could go to
ogle the hottest cars on earth.

And one of the most embarrassing moments
in my life was the first time I ever visited that
A&W— back in those days when waitresses
served customers their orders on trays
attached to the side window of the car.

The Brampton A&W was my objective on
one my first nights on the town with the family
four-door sedan.

Accompanied by a young lady, I was doing
my damnedest to impress her as I backed into
the spot. The waitress took the order, and
returned with the food, complete with two
large mugs of root beer balancing on the tray.
She hooked it on the edge of the driver's side
window of Dad's 1966 Pontiac Parisienne.

So far, so good— I was sooo00 cool.

It was a cold night, so I pulled the food into
the car, and rolled up the window, leaving the
two mugs of root beer outside on the tray.

As my date and I enjoyed our Teen Burgers,
I watched a great set of wheels rumble by and
back into the parking spot beside my dad’s car.

An impressive muscle-bound red 1969
55396 Chevelle with massive tires, shook the
ground as it parked beside us.

The driver glared in my direction.

I grinned back.

Assuming he was impressed with what I
was driving, I decided to make small talk.

I rolled down the window— too bad I for-
got about those two mugs of root beer.

l ast week, I drove through Brampton,

ﬁ

You know, there's nothing quite as sicken-
ing as the crash of two glass A&W mugs on the
pavement beside the car. I just wanted the
pavement to open up so I could crawl in.

And the driver of that SS396 Chevelle?

Well, he wasn’t at all impressed with the
root beer that dripped off the side of his car.

I mumbled an apology.

His reply? Suffice to say it was unprintable.

And I was pretty sure at that point that the
young lady seated beside me was about ready
to board the first bus back to Georgetown.

As the scowling waitress swept up the
glass, I crept out of the A&W, trying to regain
some sense of being cool. I beat a hasty retreat
back to Georgetown, far from the smirking
glances of the patrons at the A&W, but not far
enough from the unimpressed girl beside me.

I don't think I ever took Dad's car back
there, waiting instead until I had my own car.

And by then, I ‘tried’ to grow sideburns and
my hair so the regulars wouldn’t recognize me.

Over the years, we all mortally embarrass
ourselves at one time or another. But each time
it happens, we find it easier to shrug it off.

One thing is certain— for some reason, that
first time is permanently seared in my brain.

And I'm sure the driver of that red 1969
55396 Chevelle recalls it pretty vividly too.
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METMILLAN'S
801&&1]&06 SFrovon SHFoods

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK 9 AM -6 PM

HWY.7, | MILE WEST OF ACTON
519-853-0311 * (800)-387-4039¢ www.macmillans.ca

8” READY TO BAKE INDIVIDUALLY FLASH FROZEN
DELUXE STRAWBERRIES

FRUIT PIE 2kg $8.95 ez s1095)

PEACH/RHUBARB/STRAWBERRY P.E. MEDLEY VEGGIES

* WHOLE BABY CARROTS, GREEN & YELLOW BEANS
3 for $9.95 2kg $6.95

‘FOR EVERY PURCHASE A $2.00 DONATION WILL BE MADE TO BREAST CANCER®

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND...

VALENTINES DINNER FOR 2!
LARGE COOKED SHRIMP
BACON WRAPPED BEEF OR CHICKEN
GOURMET STUFFED POTATOES
P.E. MEDLEY VEGETABLES
CHOCOLATE VOLCANO CAKES

...Only *19.95

CATCH OF THE DAY...

MUFFIN BATTER DEAL... SALMON LOINS

(While Supplies Last)

BUY | COOKIE OR MUFFIN

BATTER AT REGULAR
PRICE & RECEIVE A FREE 4 x 4 oz. $6095
DOUBLE-CHOCOLATE (Reg. $9.95)
MUFFIN BATTER! TILIPIA & B.C. SNAPPER ALSO AVAIL.

SENIORS 10% OFF EVERY WEDNESDAY (REG. PRICED MERCHANDISE)

— SERVING
ACTON & AREA
———— ] X"/ 1IN .1

7
HOLDE HIDE
< HOUSE

“IT’S WORTH THE DRIVETO ACTON”

SPECIALS FROM: Feb. 6th - 19th

IMPORTANT NOTICE

TO ALL GEORGETOWN FAMILY

HEALTH NETWORK PATIENTS

Effective February 13, 2006 the
AFTER-HOURS CLINIC

currently open at 1A Princess Anne Drive

IS MOVING TO THE

REAL CANADIAN SUPERSTORE,
171 GUELPH STREET, GEORGETOWN

MONDAY - THURSDAY 5PM. TO 8 P.M.

Daisy Mart

% / -

SATURDAY 10AM. TO 1 P.M. N Donnez a vos enfants les meilleures chances de réussite dans la vie. Lécole
SEMAINE catholique de langue francaise offre une éducation de qualité dans un milieu
o ) de vie catholique et francophone ot le respect de la personne et la
o B k' M ? D'INSCRIPTION promotion de 'excellence sont des valeurs partagées au quotidien.
We're Back! iss Us:
artez du bon pied et inscrivez vos enfants a I’école catholique
- DU 13 AU 17 Partez du bon pied et inscri fants a I'école catholi
y FEVR'ER 2006 de langue francaise.

Inscrivez votre enfant en ligne au www.csdccs.edu.on.ca. Cliquez sur la rubrique

CONSEIL SCOLAIRE DE DISTRICT CATHOLIQUE CENTRE-SUD

b 4
Tout commence a l eCOle !

| — w
GRAND OPENING TODAY!

FAMILLE D'ECOLES SAINTE-FAMILLE
Ecoles de la région de Dufferin-Peel et Halton

« INSCRIPTIONS » , appelez au 1.800.274.3764 ou appelez I'école de votre choix.

* Service de garde
® Portes ouvertes

Coke/Pepsi Water Ice
355 ml cans 189 L jug 3 kg bag
s e el e T A AN ) (R
B e T T R T et T | | | i b |t =

FREE MEDIUM COFFEE! !

Compliments of managers Mike, Alan & John

136 Guelph St., (actoss from CTK Schoo) ~~ 905-702-8552

MISSISSAUGA

ECOLE SECONDAIRE

CATHOLIQUE SAINTE-FAMILLE

R 905.814.0318

ECOLE ELEMENTAIRE

CATHOLIQUE RENE-LAMOUREUX *

{ 905.270.0785

ECOLE ELEMENTAIRE

CATHOLIQUE ANGE-GABRIEL *

% 905.814.9122

MISSISSAUGA GEORGETOWN
ECOLE ELEMENTAIRE
CATHOLIQUE SACRE-CCEUR
% 905.873.0510

ECOLE ELEMENTAIRE
CATHOLIQUE
SAINT-JEAN-BAPTISTE *
s 905.820.7460

@ Par rendez-vous OAKVILLE

BRAMPTON ECOLE ELEMENTAIRE N
CATHOLIQUE SAINTE-MARIE
R 905.845.4472
@ les 16 et 17 février

10h & midi

ECOLE ELEMENTAIRE
CATHOLIQUE N
SAINTE-JEANNE D'ARC
R 905.453.8561
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