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Residents urged to have say on plan to scrap new high school

rea residents are being urged by
AHalton District School Board
Trustee Ethel Gardiner to attend a

public meeting tomorrow (Thursday) evening

on the board’s draft capital plan that’s calling
for scrapping plans to build a new high school

in Georgetown South and instead renovating
the current Georgetown District High School.
Public meetings on the plan are being held
throughout the region and the initial public
meeting in Halton Hills will be held from 7-9
p-m. Thursday (Feb. 9) in the Georgetown
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Get the growth potential you've been
looking for and guarantee your principal
with a Market Growth GIC.

Get ahead with surprisingly great income potential and protection
of your principal with a Market Growth GIC from TD Canada Trust.
Unlike regular GICs, Market Growth GIC returns are linked to the
performance of stock market indices, so you have the potential for
higher returns. But unlike stocks, your principal is guaranteed no
matter which way the markets move.

This RSP season, consider the Financials GIC Plus — one of our
Market Growth GICs whose return is linked to the performance of the
S&P/TSX Banks Index®. It offers the potential for higher returns and
guarantees your original principal.

For example, if you had invested in such a GIC on September 29, 2000,
at maturity on September 29, 2005, you would have earned a remarkable
9.8% compound annual return. However, if the index had declined or
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District High School cafeteria.

The plan will be outlined and the
public will have a chance to com-
ment. The five-year plan recom-
mends that the new high school pro-
posed for 2016 in Georgetown South
not be built, and instead, GDHS be
renovated to accommodate 150
more students next year. The board
is also recommending the high
school utilize to a greater extent
Howard Wrigglesworth School
(near Guelph and Maple Ave.), and
the two school properties operate as
one high-school campus.

The plan recommends the
Georgetown South school not be
built due to lower than expected
student growth from that area. By
not building that school and delay-
ing a new Milton high school a year,
the Halton Board expects to save
about $10 million.

The capital plan is also proposing
a new elementary school in George-
town South (east of Mountainview)
Rd. be built in 2007 and some stu-
dents at the packed Silver Creek
Public School be accommodated at
Pineview and Stewarttown schools.

“This is a draft plan to be
reviewed every year and communi-
ty input will help shape the content
of the final plan which is to come to
the board for approval in June,” said
Gardiner. “I hope we have hun-
dreds of people attend this meeting.
This is a plan for all of Halton, and
its critical that Georgetown and area
voices are heard.”

Gardiner said she is “ecstatic”
about the renovation plans for
Georgetown High School.
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She said specific details of the
renovation were not included in the
draft capital plan, so Gardiner has
requested board staff provide fur-
ther information on the scope and
cost of the project.

She stressed the school is in need
of a significant renovation that
would allow for an additional 150
students and programs such as food
preparation, horticulture and life
skills. Currently, Gardiner said, stu-
dents have to go out of town to take
those programs.

“The facility needs so much in
terms of upgrading and making it
an inclusive high school for the com-
munity,” said Gardiner.

When asked about the fact that
Christ the King is experiencing
much higher than expected growth,
partly from the non-Catholic popu-
lation in town, Gardiner said she
believes the current century-old
facility has a lot to do with that.

She said in light of the renova-
tions planned for GDHS, she is not
upset plans for the Georgetown
South high school have been elimi-
nated, because spaces for only 200
kids are required and building a
new school would “not be a wise
way to spend tax dollars.”

She said her feelings would
change, however, if the plan is only to
“build another lean-to for 150 kids.”

Written comments from the pub-
lic on the draft capital plan will be
received until March 9 and board
staff will present an interim report
to be presented at a second public
meeting in April. The final report is

to be before the school board in
June.

—By Lisa Tallyn, staff writer
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Georgetown, Ont. - Back
pain is on the rise, and accord-
ing to recently released reports
you don’t need to keep suffer-
ing. The problem is most
people don’t know which way
to go. Some continue to
receive the same old ineffec-
tive treatment. Thanks to a
free report, local back pain
sufferers can know what to do.
For your free copy, call the
Back Pain Associates toll-free,
24-hour recorded message at

1-866-335-3189.
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