
Georgetown 
Volkswagen 
     203 Guelph Street 

     905 .877.5285 
     georgetownvw.com 

Changing things changes things. 
Rethought, redesigned with 
120 not-so-standard features  

Double “Best Pick in Class” in 
side and front crash performance* 

200 HP with 6-speed transmission 

Extraordinary handling, performance 
and fuel economy 

*IIHS rating as of November 2005. Crash-performance based on U.S. equipped vehicle. Some features may be optional in Canada. www.iihs.org. **MSRP $29,950 for 2006 Passat 2.0-litre Turbo gas engine with 6-speed manual transmission. Price excludes options, freight, PDI, insurance, licence, administration/registration fees and applicable taxes. 3.9% APR offer pertains to 60-month 
finance term on all new 2006 Passat sedan models. Purchase Example: $20,000 financed at 3.9% for 60-months, monthly payment is $367.43, cost of borrowing is $2,045.80 and total to be repaid is $22,045.80. Downpayment may be required. 3.9% lease rate offer applies to 48-month lease term and requires a downpayment at time of transaction. Volkswagen Finance approval required. 
See Georgetown Volkswagen for full details. Offers end February 28, 2006. Supplies are limited. Vehicle may not be exactly as shown. Please drive safely and always wear your safety belt. 

3.9% APR/ALR 
Well-equipped from 

$29,950** 
2006 Passat 
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Budget committee approves 5.1 per cent tax hike
Halton Hills taxpayers

will have to reach into
their wallets for $101

extra to pay for their Town and
Region taxes in 2006.

Halton Hills budget committee
unanimously accepted a
$20,509,200 operating budget,
Tuesday night. That equates to a
5.1 per cent tax rate increase over
last year’s budget. This hike
includes a 3.1 per cent increase
over the base budget plus the 2
per cent increase dedicated solely
to the pavement management
program.

For the average homeowner,

with a home assessed at $300,000
that equates to a $51 increase in
taxes on the Town portion of the
bill or $17 for every $100,000 of
assessment. 

The decision will have to be
confirmed by council at
Monday’s meeting, and changes
could be made at that time. 

Halton Region has already
approved its 2006 budget that
includes a 3.6 per cent tax hike (or
$50 on a home assessed at
$300,000).

The combined Town, Region
and school board (did not
change) tax increase is $3.1 per

cent or $101 for the average home.
Last year, council approved an

operating budget of $18.7 mil-
lion— a 4.6 per cent increase, and
the total Town, Region and school
board tax increase for a home
assessed at $300,000 was $87.

Treasurer Ed DeSousa
explained why taxes have been
increasing in the past several
years, after years of zero tax
increases in the 1990s, resulting in
hiring and infrastructure spend-
ing freezes, and the Ministry of
Transportation “backed out of”
its roads program, particularly on
bridges.

“All of that has caught up to
us,” he told budget committee.
“Basically what you’re seeing in
the 2000s is trying to catch up to
those seven to 10 years of zero per
cent, plus the Province download-
ing some of their responsibilities
and taking away some of their
funding. Therefore we have such
a hugh deficit not only in our
infrastructure but also our ser-
vices including recreation and
parks and library.”

Among the items approved
during the recent budget meet-
ings were: hiring of at least eight
staff persons, closed captioning of

council meetings, and additional
road and park maintenance.

“We’re going to be providing
for people with disabilities. We
added programs in recreation in
almost every area and we’ve
improved our fire services, and
we’re still not coming in with tax
increases of seven and eight per
cent like many other municipali-
ties,” said Councillor Ron
Chatten. “This council and staff
deserve a lot of credit for provid-
ing the taxpayers in this town
with very good value for what
they’re getting.”

See DEVELOPMENT, pg. 3

Wellington OPP are still
investigating a head-on col-
lision on Hwy. 7 at
Crewson’s Corners, west of
Acton, in which two women,
one from Acton, were
injured Wednesday morn-
ing. At press time, police
could provide few details
but said the accident
involved an SUV driven by
Maria Dawkins, 45, of Acton
and a Toyota Echo driven
by Charmaine Howard, 59,
of Guelph. Dawkins was
taken by ambulance to
Guelph General Hospital
and Howard was airlifted in
critical condition to Ham-
ilton General Hospital.
Wellington County OPP had
no further details on the
condition of the victims, but
said charges were pending.
Hwy. 7 was closed for nearly
three hours.

Photo by 
Ted Brown

Car crash
on Hwy. 7

SSeerrvviinngg  HHaallttoonn HHiillllss
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